
Speech, Interrupted
During a spring of heightened protests 
in favor of fossil-fuel divestment (among 
other causes), student advocates crossed a 
line on April 4 when they disrupted a Har-
vard Kennedy School 
(HKS) Institute of 
Politics event at which 
President Lawrence S. 
Bacow and Graduate 
School of Education 
dean Bridget Terry 
Long were scheduled 
to talk about universi-
ties and economic op-
portunity. The protest-
ers took to the stage 
and declined HKS 
dean Douglas W. El-
mendorf’s request that 
they move to the back 
so the audience could 
see the speakers. When 
they declined, Bacow 
lamented that this was 
the first time he knew 
of on campus when 
speakers were prevent-
ed from talking to their intended audience. 
The forum was relocated within the build-
ing, and continued. (Read a full report at 
harvardmag.com/divest-disruption-19.) 
In a subsequent essay in The Harvard Crim-
son (“What Kind of Community Do We 
Want to Be?”), Bacow—who established 
a record at Tufts as an absolute advocate for 
free speech, coupled with strong advocacy 
for vigorous speech to counter falsehoods 
or hateful speech—declared, “The heckler’s 
veto has no place at Harvard.”

Mental Health
Responding to increased student reports 
of mental-health issues and increased de-
mand for related health services, the pro-
vost has created a Task Force on Manag-
ing Student Mental Health. Its members 
are Grafstein Family professor of sociology 
Mario Small, whose recent book, Someone 
To Talk To, investigates whom people turn 
to when they face difficulties; Graduate 
School of Arts and Sciences dean Emma 
Dench, who has expressed concern about 
students’ long, and often lonely and stress-
ful, pursuit of their degrees; and Pierce 
professor of psychology Matthew K. 

Nock, who studies suicide and self-injury 
(see “A Tragedy and a Mystery,” January-
February 2011, page 32).

Corporation News
On May 23, the University announced that 
James W. Breyer, M.B.A. ’87, a fellow of the 
Harvard Corporation since 2013, would con-
clude his service on June 30, after one six-
year term; details appear at harvardmag.

com/breyer-19. Later that day, senior fellow 
William F. Lee gave a periodic briefing on 
the governing board’s work during Presi-
dent Bacow’s first year. Lee highlighted 
“good progress” on Allston development; 

promoting intellectual 
collaborations within 
Harvard and beyond; 
supporting Bacow’s 
efforts to advocate for 
higher education; en-
suring sound manage-
ment of the endow-
ment; and sustaining 
core values, such as 
freedom of speech, 
within an increasing-
ly diverse and more-
inclusive community. 
Read more at harvard-
mag.com/srfellow-up-
date-19 for a full report.

Development 
Developments
Philip Ragon and Su-
san Ragon have given 
$200 million to Mas-

sachusetts General Hospital to support 
their eponymous vaccine-research institute 
(a venture of MGH, MIT, and Harvard), 
which focuses especially on HIV/AIDS, un-
der the leadership of Ragon professor of 
medicine Bruce D. Walker. “People Who 
Don’t Get AIDS” (January-February) re-
ported on his work.…Stanford has named 
its Wu Tsai Neurosciences Institute in 
honor of its alumna Clara Wu Tsai and her 
husband, Joseph Tsai, a Yale graduate and 
co-founder of Alibaba Group—the lead 
donors in an effort that has raised nearly 
$250 million for brain science.…P. Roy Va-
gelos, LL.D. ’03, a graduate of Penn (and a 
Columbia M.D.), who was chairman and 
CEO of Merck & Co., and Diana Vagelos 
have given $50 million to his alma mater, 
where he was chair of the board of trust-
ees, to build a facility that will house Penn 
scholars’ work on energy science and engi-
neering. The couple have previously funded 
eponymous research programs in the field.

Federal Force I
As the Trump administration and its secre-
tary of education pursue opposition to the 
use of affirmative action in admissions (in-
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DESIGN DEAN.  Sarah Whiting, a Yale 
alumna who earned her master of 
architecture degree from Princeton 
and her Ph.D. from MIT—and was a 
design critic and assistant and 
associate professor at the Graduate 
School of Design at the turn of the 
millennium—returns as dean, 
effective July 1, succeeding Mohsen 
Mostafavi, who led the school for 11 
years. Whiting, co-founder and 
partner of WW Architecture, had 
been dean at Rice University’s 
undergraduate and graduate School of 
Architecture since 2010. Campus 
planning will figure in her GSD 
deanship, as Gund Hall is expanded 
and reconfigured. Her twin brother, 
Alex Whiting, is a Law School 
professor of practice. Learn more at 
harvardmag.com/whiting-gsddean-19.
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vestigating Harvard and Yale, withdrawing 
Obama administration guidance on how to 
consider race legally in pursuit of diversi-
ty), Texas Tech University Health Scienc-
es Center has agreed to stop considering 
race in applications to its medical school. It 
signed the agreement with the department 
of education in February, 14 years after affir-
mative-action opponent Roger Clegg filed 
a complaint against Texas Tech.

Federal Force II
In the wake of concerns expressed by na-
tional-security agencies, federal funders (in-
cluding the important National Institutes of 
Health), the White House, and members of 
Congress about possible international ex-
ploitation of U.S. academic research (particu-
larly such efforts emanating from China), a 
number of institutions took steps in recent 
months to clamp down on foreign research-
ers. Among reported incidents, NIH restrict-
ed or delayed Iranian scientists from making 
presentations; MIT has tightened collabora-
tions with Chinese, Saudi, and Russian uni-
versities and researchers; and the Univer-
sity of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 
moved to dismiss three tenured scientists. 
In some cases, the affected parties have not 
disclosed their citizenship or international 
collaborations, as required. Combined with 
tighter student visas to study in the United 
States, the enforcement measures suggest a 
changing climate for research across borders.

First-Generation Students
First-Year Scholars at Yale—a residential 
academic immersion for entering under-

graduates from first-to-college and low-
income families (see “Mastering the ‘Hid-
den Curriculum,’” November-December 
2017)—is expanding in enrollment and 
scope. Yale announced it would include 
72 students this summer, an increase of 20 
percent, and would augment the for-credit 
writing curriculum with a quantitative-rea-
soning course. Adding the latter requires 
the program to lengthen from five weeks 
to six. Those enrolled receive tuition, room, 
board, travel expenses, a living stipend, and 
a waiver of any summer-effort component 
of their financial-aid awards. Harvard un-
veiled its four-day pre-orientation First-
Year Retreat and Experience offering last 
year (see harvardmag.com/fyre-18).

What They Earned
The University’s annual tax filings, released 
in May and covering the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 2018, reveal that departing Presi-
dent Drew Faust had total compensation 
of $1,707,070, including $500,000 in deferred 
compensation awarded her by the Harvard 
Corporation and vesting in her final year. 
Provost Alan Garber earned $880,900 in to-
tal compensation, and Michael D. Smith, 
the former dean of the Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences, who stepped down last August, 
earned $730,382. At Harvard Management 
Company, which invests the endowment, 
president and CEO N.P. Narvekar earned 
$9,251,786 in total compensation, including 
$2.75 million in reimbursement for compen-
sation forfeited when he left his former po-
sition as head of Columbia’s endowment. 
Compensation for other HMC investment 

professionals reflects in part changes 
in personnel since Narvekar assumed 
control, and in the overall compensa-
tion system he has since implement-
ed. Complete details appear at har-
vardmag.com/fy18earnings-19.

Nota Bene
Pulitzer plaudits.  Eliza Gris-
wold, NF ’07 and a 2016-17 Harvard 

Divinity School Berggruen Fellow, was 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for General 
Nonfiction for her book Amity and Prosper-
ity: One Family and the Fracturing of America. A 
Wall Street Journal team that won the nation-
al-reporting prize included Rebecca Da-
vis O’Brien ’06, a former Harvard Magazine 
Berta Greenwald Ledecky Undergraduate 
Fellow. And Jeffrey Stewart won the bi-
ography prize for The New Negro, a life of 
Alain Locke (A.B. 1908, Ph.D. ’18)—both 
assessed in “Art and Activism” (March-
April 2018). Details are at harvardmag.
com/pulitzers-19.

Radcliffe fellows.  The 
Radcliffe Institute has an-
nounced its 2019-2020 co-
hort of fellows, including 
11 Harvard faculty mem-
bers—among them Kem-
per professor of American 
history Jill Lepore and 
professor of history, race, 
and public policy Khalil Gibran Muham-
mad (see “Writing Crime into Race,” July-
August 2018, page 57). A report, including 
information on all the fellows, appears at 
harvardmag.com/rias-fellows-19.

Ec 10 evolves.  “Principles of Economics,” 
often the College’s most-enrolled course, 
is getting a makeover, as course leader N. 
Gregory Mankiw, Beren professor of eco-
nomics, passes the reins this fall to Jason 

Furman, professor of the 
practice of economic poli-
cy (see “The New Monop-
oly,” March-April, page 11), 
and Goldman professor of 
economics David I. Laib-
son, the new faculty dean 
of Lowell House, a behav-
ioral economist and former 

chair of the department (see harvardmag.
com/pershingsq-gift-19). Their prelimi-
nary plans call for incorporating more re-
al-world and applied contents, alongside 

DENTAL DEAN. R. Bruce Donoff has announced the conclusion of his 28-year 
Harvard School of Dental Medicine deanship at the end of 2019. Announcing 
the news, President Lawrence S. Bacow conveyed this story: “Earlier this year, 
Harvard welcomed a Scholars at Risk Fellow who had been attacked and 
beaten in his home country because of his sexual orientation. The hate crime 
left him with broken front teeth and in dire need of reconstructive surgery. 
Bruce quickly and quietly led an effort to ensure that our colleague received 
the care he needed. It was a remarkable display of generosity—customary of 
the person of decency and integrity who I know Bruce to be.”
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the course’s traditional introduction to 
economic theory.

Leadership online.  Harvard Ken-
nedy School has introduced its “Public 
Leadership Credential,” a six-unit online 
program (two segments each in evidence 
for decisions, leadership and ethics, and 
policy design and delivery), leading to 
a credential and, for those so inclined, 
a possible pathway into the mid-career 
M.P.A. The credential broadens access 
to the school’s lecturers and expertise; 
opens new avenues for revenue; and, like 
Harvard Business School Online’s foun-
dational offerings, can expand the pool 
of potential degree-seekers on campus.

Urbanism online.  The Graduate 
School of Design’s “future of the Ameri-
can city” project—conducting research 
initially in Miami, on subjects ranging 
from transportation to adapting to cli-
mate change—has launched an e-resource 
(http://fotac.gsd.harvard.edu/) to dissem-
inate its findings. 

Miscellany.  The Arnold Arboretum has 
installed a solar array with 450 kilowatts 
of capacity, and associated storage, to pro-
vide up to 30 percent of the energy re-
quired to run its Weld Hill Research and 
Education Building.…Rothenberg profes-
sor of the humanities Homi K. Bhabha, 
director of the Mahindra Humanities 
Center since 2005, concluded his service 
as of July 1.…Harvard University Health 
Services announced that effective June 
17, it will stop providing in-person over-
night urgent care; calls for service made 
between 10:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. will be 
referred to a nurse advice line, a model it 
tested beginning last December.…Of the 
1,950 successful applicants to the Col-
lege class of 2023 (see Brevia, May-June, 
page 30), some 83 percent accepted—up 
1.3 percentage points from last year; that 
high yield left only a few spaces open for 
applicants on the waiting list.…Loeb as-
sociate professor of engineering and ap-
plied sciences Jelani Nelson, an algorithm 
specialist whose University appointment 
was widely hailed (Harvard Portrait, 
May-June 2015, page 19), is departing for 
a professorship at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley.

T H E  U N D E R G R A D U A T E 

Documentary Styles
by catherine zhang ’19

At first,  we were geniuses. Eru-
dite intellectuals with a subtle 
eye for shifts in mood and a pro-
clivity for name-dropping the 

film theorist Walter Benjamin. We bandied 
words like “juxtaposition” and “interiority,” 
belabored skepticism of documentary’s “ob-
jectivity,” and referred to every directorial 
decision as “interesting…” This was before 
we’d discover our own footage was shaky, 
our two-minute sound excerpts full of mi-
crophone noises and rustling. Each week 
we’d watch experimental films from Har-
vard’s Sensory Ethnography Lab—which 
The New York Times lauded for producing 
“some of the most daring and significant 
documentaries of recent years”—and bask 
in all of our grand possibilities.

 Our first assignment in Visual and En-
vironmental Studies 52 (“Introduction to 
Nonfiction Videomaking”) was to film a 
two-minute scene without zooming or 
cutting. I rented a tripod and Sony Z150 
camera from the equipment lab in the 
basement of Sever and lugged them to the 
Dudley Co-op, where my friend (and the 
other current Ledecky Fellow) Isa was in 
the kitchen chopping broccoli. At first, my 
hands fumbled while tilting the camera, and 
I struggled to extend my tripod to the right 
height. But after some practice, the motions 
became intuitive. Tucked into a corner, my 
back pressed against the refrigerator door, 
I watched life unfurl in front of me: Isa flit-

ting from the spice cabinet to the industrial 
oven, radiant in her magenta jacket; friends 
sniffing around for the previous night’s sour-
dough; the exuberant greetings; the vege-
tables sizzling; the spontaneous harmony 
of all these activities occurring at once, so 
that the kitchen ceased to be a kitchen but 
became its own little society instead. 

“Part of the attraction to film is its affinity 
with life itself: the movement on the screen 
evoking the movement we ourselves experi-
ence outside the cinema, the seeing evoking 
our own seeing, and hearing evoking hear-
ing,” my Cross-Cultural Filmmaking handbook 
had said. What I found engrossing about 
filming was the ability to communicate how 
I experienced the world to those outside my 
walled-off interior space: the humor of plastic 
bags of pasta hanging over Isa’s head, the poli-
tics of care expressed by tattered “Support the 
Strike” signs. Later, my classmates praised my 
“intimate framing” of the Co-op and marveled 
at the poise with which Isa holds herself. I 
was moved by my sense that they could see 
in her what I see through the rhythms of our 
three-and-a-half-year friendship. 

Junior year, most of my friends took part 
in a mass exodus from River Central to the 
Co-op at 3 Sacramento Street, north of the 
Yard. Without geographic proximity, our 
relationships felt tenuous, fastened only 
by memories of prior happiness. I regu-
larly misinterpreted their introversion as 
coldness or dislike. So when I formalized 

stipend for completing 100 hours of service. 
During the summer, they will be in contact 
with faculty and public-service staff mem-
bers through webinars, and with Harvard 
student peers and fellows through summer 
work. The whole class will then be invited to 
participate in a pre-orientation day of service 
in Cambridge, Somerville, or Boston.

Khurana said, “We were inspired by 
President Bacow’s call for a public-service 
role for the University,” and sought ways to 

“infuse our mission” of educating students 
through transformative experiences “that 
will prepare them for a life of service and 
leadership”—in this case, “right from the 
start” of their undergraduate years.

The program’s origins, details, and role in 
public-service programming—and pending 
changes to integrate those activities with 
students’ academic and curricular work—
are detailed at harvardmag.com/service-
summer-19. vj.s.r.
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