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on the subject in January. Real-estate devel-
opment, public housing, and tenants’ rights 
have traditionally been heavily regulated in 
New York. Yet, as Garza says, “There is a gross 
disproportionality between the housing stock 
that’s being created and the need.” 

The income thresholds are often too 
high for the poorest residents; further-
more, 70,000 applicants vied for the 204 Ex-
tell apartments and more recently, he says, 
90,000 people applied for a separate group 
of 98 similarly affordable apartments in 
the first week alone. One of the city’s most 
popular tax-subsidy programs is available 
to developers who create affordable units 
that are indexed, he says, to a percentage 
of households’ average median income on 
a scale sliding from 40 percent to 165 per-
cent—which, however, “invariably results in 
a very, very small number of truly affordable 
units being created.” Most such projects re-
sult in 80 percent market-rate and 20 per-
cent officially designated affordable units, 
he continues; far fewer yield an equal pro-
portion of units, or are 100 percent afford-
able. The most recent mega-development 
project transforming the Lower East Side—
Essex Crossing, kitty-corner to the Work-
force Development Center—went 50/50, he 
says, “primarily because it was high-profile 
land owned by the city that previously had 
low-income housing on it, which automati-
cally triggered a ULURP [uniform land use 
review process] by the community board…
and the high level of engagement and ac-
tivity of Lower East Side organizations and 
residents.”

Hearing regularly from people living in 
fear of displacement when homelessness is 
already record-high, he’s “vehemently op-
posed to real-estate development that does 
not create accessible, just, and truly afford-
able housing opportunities for the people 
who make communities—like my mother.” 

When  Garza’s parents divorced, she re-
ceived no child support, and moved the 
family into a rent-stabilized apartment in 
what was then a predominantly blue-collar 
neighborhood, Park Slope (now among the 
priciest locales in Brooklyn). She worked 
nights as a nurse, returning home at 7 a.m. to 
help the kids get out to school. She did that 
for 18 years, and kept working hard until 
the day she had a heart attack, and died, at 
age 64, two months before she was slated to 
retire. “I can’t say I knew the full struggle of 
poverty, although I do know what a ketchup 

Overseer and HAA  
Director Candidates

This spring,  alumni can vote for new 
Harvard Overseers and Harvard Alum-
ni Association (HAA) elected directors. 
Ballots will be sent by April 1; completed 
ballots must be received by 5 p.m. EDT on 
May 21 to be counted. All holders of Har-
vard degrees, except Corporation mem-
bers and officers of instruction and gov-
ernment, are entitled to vote for Overseer 
candidates. The election for HAA direc-
tors is open to all Harvard degree-holders.

Candidates for Overseer may also be 
nominated by petition. Eligible voters 
may go to elections.harvard.edu for more 
information. (The deadline for all peti-
tions was February 1.)

The HAA Nominating Committee has 
proposed the following candidates in 
2019.*

For Overseer (six-year term):
Danguole Spakevicius Altman ’81, 

Houston. Founder, Vapogenix Inc.
Alice Hm Chen, M.P.H. ’01, Berkeley. 

Chief medical officer and deputy director, 
San Francisco Health Network 

Scott C. Collins ’87, J.D. ’90, Boston. 
Managing director and COO, Summit 
Partners

Janet Echelman ’87, Brookline, Massa-
chusetts. Visual artist, Studio Echelman 

Vivian Hunt ’89, M.B.A. ’95, D.B.E., 
London. Managing partner, U.K. and Ire-
land, McKinsey & Company, Inc.

Tyler Jacks ’83, Cambridge. Direc-
tor, Koch Institute for Integrative Can-
cer Research, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology

John B. King Jr. ’96 (’95), Washing-
ton, D.C. President and CEO, The Edu-
cation Trust

Reshma Saujani, M.P.P. ’99, New York 
City. Founder and CEO, Girls Who Code

Ryan Wise, Ed.L.D. ’13, Des Moines. 
Director, Iowa Department of Education

For elected director (three-year term) 
George C. Alex ’81, Cohasset, Massa-

chusetts. CEO, Twin Oaks Capital
Bryan C. Barnhill II ’08, Detroit. City 

manager, City Solutions, Ford Smart 
Mobility 

Ethel Billie Branch ’01, J.D.-M.P.P ’08, 
Window Rock, Arizona. Attorney gen-
eral, The Navajo Nation

Salomé Cisnal de Ugarte, LL.M. 
’94, Brussels. Managing partner, Hogan 
Lovells

Adrienne E. Dominguez ’90, Dallas. 
Partner, intellectual property, Thomp-
son & Knight LLP

Michael J. Gaw ’90, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia. Assistant director, division of trad-
ing and markets, U.S. Securities and Ex-
change Commission

Christina Lewis ’02, New York City. 
Founder and CEO, All Star Code

Zandile H. Moyo ’00, Indian Springs, 
Alabama. Consultant, strategy and finan-
cial advisory services

Derek C.M. van Bever, M.B.A. ’88, 
M.Div. ’11, Cambridge. Senior lecturer 
and director of the Forum for Growth & 
Innovation, Harvard Business School

*The HAA Nominating Committee has nomi-
nated nine candidates for Overseer, rather 
than the usual eight. This reflects an additional 
vacancy on the board created by the departure 
of James Hildreth ’79, who has stepped down 
in light of other professional obligations.

sandwich tastes like,” Garza says. “But my 
mother? She knew the struggle.” 

At the local Catholic school, he did well 
academically and played football and base-
ball, but at night, after his mother left for the 
hospital, he went out and, over the years, 
took his share of adolescent risks. “And I 
had friends, who I can count in the double 
digits, who died with the onset of heroin 
and crack, you name it,” he says. “That stuff 
takes no prisoners.”

His own life “grew a lot more precarious” 
when his hip shattered in the summer after 

ninth grade, the result of an injury and a con-
genital predisposition. Garza spent the next 
four years in and out of body casts and braces, 
or on crutches. He’s had seven reconstruc-
tive surgeries, most recently in 2014, and still 
walks with a limp. “I had wanted to go to Syr-
acuse and play football. But with this,” he pats 
his hip, “I was lucky to even walk again.”

He nevertheless kept up his grades, and  
his guidance counselor recommended ap-
plying to some Ivy League schools. Garza 
got into them all, and let his mother de-
cide on Harvard. Medical-school dreams, 
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