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Yesterday’s News
From the pages of  the Harvard Alumni Bulletin and Harvard Magazine  

 1933 Permission for a pacifist meeting 
of the Harvard Liberal Club on the Wid-
ener steps on Armistice Day is denied by 
President Conant because “the courtesies 
of the Yard have already been extended” 
to West Point cadets in Cambridge for the 
football game. (Army won, 27-0.) The Wid-
ener steps, he adds, are available between 
9 and 9:30 a.m., as are Harvard buildings 
outside the Yard throughout the day.

 1938 Complaints by patients of Still-
man Infirmary about “class D detective 
stories” have prompted the hygiene de-
partment, University library, and financial 
office to pledge $100, with a promise of 
$50 each succeeding year, until Stillman’s 
literary offerings are more acceptable.

 1948 In a University-wide straw poll 
conducted by the Crimson, challenger 
Thomas Dewey defeats President Harry 
Truman 1,897 to 833. Faculty members 
pick Dewey five to one. Undeterred, the 
Crimson endorses Truman.

 1953 The Band, en route to 
the Columbia game, 
gives a 3 a.m. 

concert at Yale that is cut short by the 
arrival of 12 New Haven police cars. Band 
manager Peter Strauss ’54 and a colleague 
are booked for disturbing the peace.

 1968 Fury erupts at a December 3 fac-
ulty meeting when philosophy professor 
Hilary Putnam introduces an anti-ROTC 
resolution. Unusually high attendance has 
forced the meeting to be held in Sanders 
Theatre; outside, 250 students hand out 
leaflets and shout, “ROTC must go.”  

 1988 The University’s Association of 
Black Faculty and Administrators calls for 
an affirmative-action plan, involving recruit-
ment and a capital campaign, to ensure that 
blacks, Hispanics, and Native Americans 
comprise 10 percent of its faculties by 1990, 
the centennial of the College graduation 
year of W.E.B. Du Bois, who became Har-
vard’s first black Ph.D. recipient in 1895.

News Briefs

Admissions Litigation
As the university and  Students for Fair 
Admissions—the litigant alleging that Har-
vard College discriminates against Asian-
American applicants—girded for trial be-
ginning October 15 (after this issue went 
to press), the U.S. Department of Justice 
weighed in, opposing the University’s po-
sition. In a statement of interest, the depart-
ment, which has been challenging policies 
supportive of holistic admissions policies 
that take race into account, asserted, “Har-
vard has failed to carry its demanding bur-
den to show that its use of race does not in-
flict unlawful racial discrimination on Asian 
Americans.” In a statement calling the Jus-
tice filing “deeply disappointing,” Harvard 
said of the department’s action, “This deci-
sion is not surprising given the highly irregu-
lar investigation the DOJ has engaged in thus 
far, and its recent action to repeal Obama-era 
guidelines on the consideration of race in 
admissions.” The case is seen as a possible 
precursor to yet another Supreme Court re-
view of the use of affirmative-action crite-
ria to diversify student bodies, consistent 
with a series of prior rulings that have up-
held such practices within narrow criteria. 
(See “Litigating Admissions,” September-
October, page 17, for background.)

Separately, Yale president Peter Sa-
lovey revealed in late September that 
the government is investigating it for 
discrimination against Asian-American 
applicants, too, suggesting a concerted 
federal assault on the use of race in ad-
missions. He wrote “to state unequivo-
cally that Yale does not discriminate in 
admissions against Asian Americans or 
any other racial or ethnic group.”

Sexual Assaults  

on Campuses
News reports  in late August indicated 

that the U.S. Department of Education was 

I l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  M a r k  S t e e l e

build the endowment: an investment in the 
institution’s future spending power.

A detailed report appears at harvardmag.
com/endowment-18. As soon as Harvard’s 
fiscal 2018 financial results are released, a 
full report will be published at www.har-
vardmagazine.com. vjohn s. rosenberg
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preparing new policies and guidelines on 
campus sexual assault under the federal 
Title IX—an issue of interest to secretary 
Betsy DeVos. They would apparently nar-
row the definition of incidents to be in-
vestigated to those subject to formal com-
plaints filed through official channels, and 
confine the incidents to those occurring 
on schools’ campuses. If promulgated, 
the rules are thought likely to relax stan-
dards created during the Obama admin-
istration beginning in 2011—in response 
to which Harvard and other institutions 
created new reporting and hearing pro-
cesses, standards, and training protocols, 
the future of which might be altered by the 
forthcoming guidance. Some opponents 
of the Obama-era regulations have main-
tained that they deprive students accused 
of sexual harassment or assault of ordinary 
due-process rights.

Hemorrhaging Humanities?
Benjamin m. schmidt ’03,  assistant pro-
fessor of history at Northeastern, who blogs 
about the digital humanities, in mid July 
headlined a long post, “Mea culpa: there is 

a crisis in the humanities.” Revising con-
clusions he reached in 2013, he found that 
“The last five years have been brutal for 
almost every major in the humanities,” as 
degrees in philosophy, languages, history, 
and English have cratered—rather than 
stabilizing or recovering after a recession-
induced downturn in 2008. The same holds 
for “more humanistic social sciences like 
sociology or political science.” His new 
data also revealed that “the trend is stron-
ger higher up the prestige chain.” Thus, 
“The elite liberal-arts colleges were, until 
2011 or so, the only schools where humani-
ties, social sciences, and sciences actually 
split up the pie evenly: now, humanities are 
down from 35 percent to 22 percent of de-
grees,” with similarly steep declines at elite 
universities, like Harvard, where entering 
freshmen have increasingly indicated plans 

to concentrate in engineering and computer 
science, at the expense of humanities and 
social sciences.

Taxing Matters
Enactment of  the federal tax on well-
endowed colleges’ and universities’ endow-
ment investment income alarmed Harvard and 
peer institutions last year (see harvardmag.
com/endowment-tax-18). The University 
estimates its initial liability may be about 
$40 million —but it worries even more about 
the precedent that was set.

That worry may have been amplified 
when Jay Gonzales, the Democratic nomi-
nee in this year’s Massachuetts guberna-
torial race, proposed to fund his plans for 
investments in transportation and school-
ing by imposing a 1.6 percent annual tax on 
endowment assets. He aimed at private, non-

“The last five years have been brutal for almost 
every major in the humanities,” as degrees in 
several core disciplines have cratered. 

Harvard Magazin e      3 1

Reprinted from Harvard Magazine. For more information, contact Harvard Magazine, Inc. at 617-495-5746



J o h n  h a r v a r d ' s  J o u r n a l

Music in Bologna 1–6 November 2018 
The J.S. Bach Journey 13–19 May 2019 
West Country Choral Festival 7–11 July 2019 
Music Along the Danube 31 August–7 September 2019 
Sacred Music in Santiago 26 or 28 September–2 October 2019
The Thomas Tallis Trail 1–3 November 2019 
Opera in Southern Sicily 5–11 November 2019

CELEBRATING MUSIC AND PLACE

Contact us:
+44 (0)20 8742 3355
martinrandall.com/festivals
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Photo: Gabrieli, performing at ‘Music 
in the Cotswolds’ 2018, ©Bill Knight.

‘ Beyond superb! 
The performances, 
the choice of 
repertoire, the 
venues... all perfect 
in my opinion!’
Martin Randall Festival participant in 2017

profit institutions with endowments val-
ued at $1 billion or more: Harvard and MIT, 
but also Tufts, Williams, Amherst, Smith, 
Wellesley, Boston College, and Boston Uni-
versity. For Harvard, the formula—averag-
ing endowment values over the previous 
five years—would yield an initial tax of 
about $560 million: more than 10 percent 
of University operating revenues in fiscal 
year 2017, and exactly as much as the Uni-
versity’s total spending on scholarships in 
fiscal year 2017 (the latest figures available). 
The proposed tax, in effect, would raise the 
distribution on the endowment to nearly 7 
percent, leaving little if any investment re-
turn to maintain spending power against 
inflation.

When he made his proposal, Gonzalez 
trailed the incumbent, Charles D. Baker ’79, 
significantly in the polls. But after fretting 
about Republican hostility toward elite pri-
vate universities last year, Harvard leaders 
cannot have been thrilled to have the liberal 
candidate, in one of the most liberal states 
in the nation, advancing a stiff tax on en-
dowments as a pillar of a populist agenda.

vjohn s. rosenberg

Taking a Page  
from Knopf
Since becoming director  of Harvard 
University Press (HUP) in September 
2017, George Andreou has begun tackling 
the biggest challenges facing academic 
publishing—the rise of online scholarly 
publishing, changed economics in an eB-
ook era, reduced purchasing budgets at 
academic and other libraries, and more 
(see “The ‘Wild West’ of Academic Pub-
lishing,” January-February 2015, page 56). 
He brings to the role his seasoned trade-
publishing perspective. “Trade publishers 
have their kind of panoply of presentational 
techniques that aren’t as evident or vigor-
ously evident in academic publishing,” ex-
plained the former vice president and senior 
editor at Alfred A. Knopf. “This does not 
mean one will become garish in one’s style, 
but only that there are insights into how you 
reach readers that are not always evident to 
academic publishers, and we mean to lever-
age them for our authors.” 

This past July, Andreou implemented 
a broad reorganization of the Press. The 

changes included several layoffs and staff 
reassignments, as well as the announcement 
that Ken Carpenter, formerly vice president 
and associate publisher at Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt, would become director of mar-
keting in September. Editor-in-chief Susan 
Boehmer will depart in March 2019—and 
Andreou will absorb her role instead of ap-
pointing a replacement. “I have assumed 
that responsibility out of a sense gathered 
from direct experience that an editorially 
driven publisher needs to have the head of 
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