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Harvard Hubs
Harvesting two tangible fruits  of 
The Harvard Campaign, the University for-
mally inaugurated two new convening and 
meeting spaces—Smith Campus Center, in 
the Square, and Klarman Hall, at Harvard 
Business School (HBS)—on September 20 
and October 1, respectively. 

The lower levels of the Smith Center 
(the remade Holyoke Center) now feature 
transparent walls: a invitation to enter and 
mingle, to see and be seen. Within there 
are seven eating establishments, including 
a two-story Pavement Coffeehouse, which 
has replaced Au Bon Pain, once a Massachu-
setts Avenue fixture; casual seating for quiet 
work and socializing; and performance ven-

ues. The interactive media walls inside the 
Safra Welcome Center lobby flank an infor-
mation booth that has been thronged with 
visitors looking to find their way around 
campus.

At the dedication, the renovation into the 
new center—made possible by Richard A. 
Smith, S.B. ’46, LL.D. ’01, a former Overseer, 
fellow of the Corporation, and member of 
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Harvard Management Company’s board 
of directors, and Susan F. Smith—was cel-
ebrated with performances in the welcome 
center, the “commons” space, and on the pla-
za by student musicians, dancers, and film-
makers, showing off the multiple uses the 
new spaces enable. 

The center is the keystone in president 
emerita Drew Faust’s “common spaces” ini-
tiative, meant to create places to facilitate 
interactions across the Harvard community. 
The September 20 program quotes her thus: 
“Spaces matter. They create unique oppor-
tunities in the present and make the past 
rush back to us in a vivid memory.” Smith 
Campus Center, she said, “will become an 
important hub of activity at the heart of our 
campus”—welcoming community members 
and visitors to the publicly accessible lower 
levels.

The director of common spaces, Julie 
Crites, called it a counterpart to the Yard, 
or “the new front door to Harvard.” From 
invitations to sit on the prototypes in order 
to help select the center’s chairs, to surveys 
inquiring about the most desired amenities, 
views were solicited from students, faculty 
members, and staff throughout the planning. 
Tanya Iatridis, senior director of University 
planning, reported that perspectives were 
also gathered through 18 focus groups and 
nearly 6,000 responses to a campus-wide 
survey suggesting “a range of exciting con-

cepts and aspirations for the building.” 
The planners used those insights to hit the 
community’s sweet spot: the place has been 
buzzing since its soft opening at the begin-
ning of the term.

Within, visitors have clear views of vi-
trine gardens (which intentionally blur the 
line between indoors and outdoors) full of 
plant species indigenous to New England. 
Mid-century-modern chairs and couches 
upholstered in contrasting shades of red, 
orange, yellow, and teal are arranged near 
gas fireplaces surrounded by birch-wood 
paneling. Just beyond the main lobby are 
walls covered with more than 12,000 plants 
representing 19 species, maintained through 
a rainwater filtration system from the roof. 

In addition to providing a central space 
for meeting, eating, and studying, the new 
center will also house the University’s Cen-
ter for Wellness and Health Promotion. 
Thus, yoga and Pilates classes, massages, and 
acupuncture services (many hosted in the 
new multipurpose Mount Auburn Room, 
reservable by community members) come 
back to this central venue after a tempo-
rary relocation to 75 Mount Auburn Street.

Although much of Smith Center is open 
to the public, the Collaborative Commons 
and Riverview Commons require a Harvard 
ID to enter. The former contains meeting 
rooms that may be reserved throughout the 

year, as well as dedicated office spaces where 
Undergraduate Council leaders can conduct 
business. Riverview Commons, on the cov-
eted tenth floor, offers panoramic views of 
Cambridge. Here, Harvard affiliates can re-
lax by playing pool or foosball, or use the 
space to host student-organization meet-
ings. Early next semester, the newly con-
ceived “The Heights” will open; during the 
day, the restaurant will feature affordable, 
casual lunch fare; its evening service will 
include a small-plates and shared-plates 
menu, as well as drinks and a late-night 
lounge menu. A University spokesperson 
described the cuisine as “contemporary re-
gional, with global influences.”

Just across the river, Klarman Hall in-
cludes an auditorium and meeting facil-
ity large enough to accommodate an entire 
930-member HBS M.B.A. class. It also in-
corporates contemporary communications 
technologies and flexible meeting spaces 
that can be used for small gatherings, per-
formances, and receptions. Named for a gift 
from investment manager Seth Klarman, 
M.B.A. ’82, and Beth Klarman, it is at the 
heart of HBS’s academic work—and, as the 
inaugural symposium suggests, central to 
its interest in engaging the wider Univer-
sity, too. Following the dedication, HBS’s 
Michael E. Porter, now Lawrence Univer-
sity Professor, and Cherington professor of 

New convening spaces now beckon on both 
sides of the Charles. Smith Campus 
Center, opposite, opens the former 
Holyoke Center to the street, and invites 
casual dining, study, hanging out, and 
performances. Klarman Hall, above, 
provides the Business School with meeting 
spaces capacious enough to hold an M.B.A. 
class—and future Allston neighbors.
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As Harvard’s Muslim chaplain,  Khalil Abdur-Rashid thinks of his work—including 
leading prayer each Friday, hosting seminars on Islamic ethics, and organizing commu-
nity-building activities—as helping students to develop their “ ‘SQ,’ what I call their 
spiritual quotient.” In the process, he often finds himself helping them navigate multiple 
cultural identities. He knows what that’s like firsthand: his Muslim-convert parents 
raised him within a Southern Baptist extended family (“We did Ramadan, and we did 
Christmas”). They were active in education and politics in Atlanta, where he began 
his career as a social worker, investigating child-abuse cases for the state of Georgia. 
Then, 9/11 and its aftermath pushed him to explore his faith more deeply. He went 
abroad to Yemen and Turkey to study Islamic law before landing in a Ph.D. program at 
Columbia in 2010. There he also served as a religious-life adviser, commuting nearly 
two hours daily from Coney Island, where he was imam of a Brooklyn mosque. When 
news broke in 2012 of Muslim students being surveilled by the New York City Police 
Department, Abdur-Rashid spoke out, and was named to the police commissioner’s 
advisory council as a consultant on policy changes. Some months later, when three 
Jordanian students were violently threatened by a bus driver for speaking Arabic, he 
called up City Hall to demand action. “I was born and raised in a family of grassroots 
activists,” he says. But, in that moment, “I saw ‘oak tree activism.’ Activism from the 
institutional level, top down.” That experience informs Abdur-Rashid’s perspective 
on his current role. “There has to be somebody at the table, in the room, to advocate 
for students’ needs, who’s connected with major institutions,” he says. “That is the 
profoundness, I think, of this position.”� vsophia nguyen

K h a l i l  A b d u r - R a s h i d

business administration David A. Moss dis-
cussed the intersection of democracy and 
economic competitiveness. They were fol-
lowed by a panel including Law School pro-
fessors, a Faculty of Arts and Sciences lec-
turer on government, and journalists, who 
discussed democracy. The day-long sympo-
sium closed with a fireside chat between 
Seth Klarman and Jamie Dimon, M.B.A ’82, 
chairman and CEO of JPMorgan Chase, on 
the viability of capitalism. 

“It’s never been more important for peo-
ple to come together to listen, to open our 
minds, and to learn,” said Seth Klarman in 
his dedication speech referring to the cur-
rent social and political climate. While both 
Klarman Hall and the Smith Campus Center 
provide ample space for students, faculty, 
and staff to engage in challenging face-to-
face conversations on controversial topics, 
they also serve another invaluable purpose, 
which Beth Klarman described as, “a place 
to develop and share ideas that will have a 
positive impact to those inside.”

voset babür

Money Matters
The investment return  on Harvard’s 
endowment assets during the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 2018, was 10.0 percent and 
the endowment’s value on that date reached 
$39.2 billion—up 5.7 percent ($2.1 billion) 
from $37.1 billion a year earlier. N.P. Narve-
kar, CEO of Harvard Management Compa-
ny (HMC), which manages the assets, an-
nounced the results on September 28. The 
net appreciation in the endowment reflects 
those investment gains, minus distributions 
from the endowment to fund Harvard’s aca-
demic operations (by far the University’s 
largest source of operating revenue), plus 
gifts added to the endowment (of which 
there have been plenty during The Harvard 
Campaign: see facing page).

What Narvekar did not do was explain 
the results further. Reporting fiscal 2017 
results last year—not long after he arrived 
with a mandate to overhaul HMC follow-
ing years of investment returns below the 
University’s goal—he discussed restruc-
turing of personnel and investment disci-
plines. But he did not provide any of the 
traditional details on the distribution of in-
vestments among different kinds of assets, 
returns by asset class, performance bench-
marks, or long-term rates of return (see  
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