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The Harvard Alumni Association   has named Sofia Cigarroa Kennedy ’19, of 
Austin, Texas, and KeeHup Arie Yong ’19, of Vine Grove, Kentucky, this year’s 
David and Mimi Aloian Memorial Scholars for enriching communal life in the Houses. 

As co-chair of the Mather House Committee, Kennedy opened its meetings for 
anyone in the House to attend. In a previous role as HoCo Games Commissioner, she 
organized numerous community events, such as “Concrete Chef” (a version of TV’s 
Iron Chef ) and the “ugly holiday sweater” competition. Kennedy also serves as co-
president of the Harvard College Student Mental Health Liaisons (SMHL), a peer-
education and advocacy group through which she collaborates with campus services 
to promote emotional well-being among students. 

A major contributor to arts activities, Yong is an executive board member of the 
Currier-based Harvard Breakers dance group, which focuses on hip-hop and com-
munity outreach, as well as a participant in Currier coffee-house performances and 
an actor in Currier Housing Day videos. He also serves as an assistant to the leader 
of the Quad’s building-manager team, providing student perspective on potential 
improvements in and around the House. He has also helped House tutors plan First 
Generation student outings, run the weekly Korean-language table, co-organized study 
breaks, and helped to ensure that housemates had meal options when dining halls 
were closed.

Nominations for the 2019 Aloian Memorial Scholarships may be made in March 
2019. Any member of a House community—student, faculty, or staff—may submit 
nominations. vn.p.b.
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welcomed him: “They could see we were 
going out of our way for their kids.” 

López finished a year behind his class-
mates, having spent what would have been 
his third year of law school in Europe, liv-
ing on the streets and sleeping out in fields, 
deliberating about whether to return to 
school. In the end, the work drew him back, 
even if the coursework didn’t.

After graduation, he returned to Cali-
fornia, and, along with three former pub-
lic defenders, opened up what he calls “our 
little radical law practice” inside a San Diego 
storefront. Their clients were immigrants, 
farm workers, housekeepers, the poor and 
disenfranchised. “We did a potpourri of 
things we found politically acceptable to 
bring money in the door—family law, per-
sonal injury, immigration—and then we did 
huge amounts of unpaid work with com-
munities and community organizations,” he 
says. Even though the practice lasted only 
three years, the work left an enduring mark 
on him, especially the civil-rights litigation 
that paid only when they won. “And we took 
the cases that were the least likely of all to 
win. We took on righteous fights that, as a 
legal matter, were real long shots because 
those were fights worth fighting.” 

To him,  they still are. A clinical professor 
for the past three decades, he still takes lost 
causes on the side, clients who can’t pay, and 
likely can’t win, but still want to fight. “It 
could be about anything,” he says: civil rights, 

small-time claims, legal complaints that don’t 
fall into easy categories. “Maybe you’re get-
ting screwed over by a health provider, and 
there’s no lawsuit, per se, but I’ll still say, ‘OK, 
let’s go fight.…If it means something to you 
to fight, then I’ll throw down.’ ” That alone 
can change lives. “You might never get a judg-
ment, but making the other person take you 
seriously, that might well catapult you into 
a whole different life from then on. I’ve seen 
it. I believe it. I enjoy that kind of lawyering 
as much as I enjoy any lawyering.” 

Still, the “real revolution” López maintains, 
“is with the teachers, the universities, the bar.” 
He was still working in the San Diego law 
practice when he started teaching adjunct 
classes at a local law school. He loved it im-
mediately. “I began a clinic right away down 
there. And I’d been assigned these doctrinal 
courses that I tried converting into lawyer-
ing, problem-solving courses.” Before long, 
UCLA called with a tenure-track offer, and a 
few years after that, he came to Harvard on a 
visiting professorship in 1983 to teach a course 
in civil-rights litigation. Afterward, he joined 
the faculty at Stanford, where he helped found 
a three-year clinical sequence called Lawyer-
ing for Social Change. 

In 2000, he took a job at NYU. There he 
launched something different: a sprawling, 

ambitious, perpetually underfunded experi-
ment called the Center for Community Prob-
lem Solving. It attempted to put into practice 
his philosophy of deep community engage-
ment. One centerpiece was a massive survey 
of residents from six local neighborhoods, 
intended to gather, analyze, and distribute 
“neglected street-level community knowl-
edge” about problems that affected the poor 
and people of color—not just legal problems, 
but also social and economic ones. The work 
yielded a 2005 “re-entry guide” for the former-
ly incarcerated returning to the city—how 
to navigate the world they were re-entering, 
find work and housing and education, man-
age the obstacles they’d face as ex-convicts. 
That guide and the research behind it became 
the basis for a clinic López launched and 
taught in for many years after he returned to 
UCLA in 2008, helping clients not only fight 
discrimination in hiring, but also secure fi-
nancing and licenses to start their own busi-
nesses, which a criminal record also makes 
difficult. “What we learned listening to the 
community,” López says, “shaped our work.” 

On the eve of its republication, Rebellious 
Lawyering, and its ideas, remain urgent and they 
send López to work every day. In 2017 he pub-
lished a two-part essay in Clinical Law Review 
titled “Transform—Don’t Just Tinker With—

w w w . a l u m n i . h a r v a r d . e d u72      September -  October 2018

Reprinted from Harvard Magazine. For more information, contact Harvard Magazine, Inc. at 617-495-5746


