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paradigm shift he envisioned remains in-
complete. And that shift is most important, 
López has come to believe, in legal educa-
tion. He began teaching law full time in 1978, 
at UCLA, and followed that with stints at 
Harvard, Stanford, and New York Univer-
sity, before he returned to UCLA 10 years 
ago. Law schools have steadily added clin-
ical programs and lawyers have edged “in 
fits and starts” toward work that he would 
call “rebellious,” but the real transforma-
tion, he says, hasn’t yet happened. So he 
keeps pushing.

López grew up  a few miles from UCLA’s 
Westwood campus, the son and grandson 
of immigrants who’d arrived, sometimes 
without papers, to work in mining towns 
in the Southwest. He worked too, from an 
early age, first as a shoe-shine boy and then, 
after his father died when López was 14, as a 
gardener, a janitor, and a warehouse laborer, 
helping to put food on the family’s table. The 
neighborhood was almost entirely Mexican, 
with a smattering of Chinese, Japanese, Rus-

sians, and Irish, and he learned to pay atten-
tion to the meaning of ethnicity.

He also came to know the criminal-jus-
tice system early, when his older brother, 
beloved and idolized, became a heroin ad-
dict in his mid-teens.  For years he cycled in 
and out of prison. There was very little help 
for him or the rest of the family, beyond a 
tiny cluster of friends, and a feeling of lost-
ness and dislocation lodged deep in López 
and stayed with him. After high school, he 
enrolled at the University of Southern Cali-
fornia and then, because it was a dream of 
his late father’s—and because he wanted to 
fight—he headed to Harvard Law School. 

“I was feral,” he says—arriving in Cam-
bridge unsophisticated, but smart and hun-
gry. The curriculum, with its casebook or-
thodoxy and Socratic method, left him cold. 
By his second year, he’d mostly stopped go-
ing to class. And yet for the first time in 
his life, he says, he began to read seriously: 
fiction, poetry, psychology, science, soci-
ology, religion—anything but law-school 
textbooks. “It must have been chemical or 

something—I was finally ready to sit still,” 
he says. The reading taught him something 
important: “that you could draw wildly 
powerful insights for your own work from 
seemingly really dissimilar sources.” A kind 
of rebelliousness.

He did dive eagerly into one facet of law 
school, a legal clinic, supervised by Gary 
Bellow, who founded Harvard’s clinical 
law programs and became a role model for 
López (see “Nothing rankles more than the 
feeling of injustice,” November-December 
2017, page 66). Assigned to the Massachu-
setts public defender’s office, he worked in 
Dorchester, where he began making house 
calls on juvenile defendants who missed pre-
trial meetings. “The kids would be arrested 
for some misdemeanor, and then they’d get 
a note from the public defender that said, 
‘Show up at the office.’ And mainly they 
didn’t.” Some missed court dates, too. “I 
thought, ‘This is crazy,’ ” López says. So he 
and another student decided to go knock 
on doors. “We were these two long-haired 
guys, him blond and me Mexican, calling on 
these Irish and Italian families. The racial 
dynamics were such that we were told we 
should not be doing this, that these were 
rough neighborhoods.” But every family 

“I was feral,” he says—arriving in Cambridge 
unsophisticated, but smart and hungry. 

Eight alumni  received Hiram S. Hunn Memorial Schools and 
Scholarships Awards from the College’s Office of Admissions 
and Financial Aid in September for their volunteer efforts to 
recruit and interview prospective undergraduates.

Kenneth S. Allison ’67, of Phoenix, began interviewing can-
didates through the Harvard Club of Phoenix in the mid 1970s, 
and served for two decades as its schools and scholarships com-
mittee co-chair before retiring from that post in May.

Carol M. Barker ’68, of New York City, has been an alum-
ni interviewer since 1982 and for several years also co-chaired 
one of the supervisory alumni groups in the metropolitan area.

Richard F. Black ’77, M.P.H.-D.M.D. ’84, of Wellsboro, 
Pennsylvania, is a veteran member of the central Pennsylvania 
schools and scholarships committee, and has served as its chair 
for the last three years.

Adrienne E. Dominguez ’90, of Dallas, became a member 
of the Harvard Club of Dallas’s schools and scholarships com-
mittee in 2004. In 2007, she became a co-chair, and has held that 
role since, save for her 2011-13 service as club president. 

Frank K. Friedman ’80, of Roanoke, Virginia, has been in-
terviewing applicants for 25 years through the southwestern 
Virginia schools and scholarship committee, which he also 
chaired from 2002 to 2016.

Barry W. Furze ’68, of Sturgis, South Dakota, joined the 

local schools and scholarships committee, of which he is also the 
longtime chair, in 1996.

Charles E. Gilbert III ’71, of Bangor, has led the schools 
and scholarships committee that covers eastern and northern 
Maine since 1994.

John F. Kotouc ’68, of Omaha, began interviewing candi-
dates in 1990, and in 2009 became chair for his region.
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