
 

placing a couch in relation to a stairwell 
to facilitate conversation, or placing a gal-
lery on the top floor to encourage people 
to climb all the way to the top of the space. 

Conversely, “Transformations” starts with 
individual raw materials and their capaci-
ties for architectural expression, building 
up to “occupiable scale.” In the first assign-
ment, students get eight pieces of paper and 
eight gerunds, like laminating, folding, perforat-
ing, packing, interlocking. The goal is to manipu-
late each piece of two-dimensional paper 
into a three-dimensional form that incar-
nates each term. During a critique session, 
the class pores over the pile of more than 100 
pieces of distended paper, discussing what 
the models are doing to the space they oc-
cupy and how they are doing it. For the sec-

ond project, they zero in on a particular at-
tribute, like the shape of a particular fold, a 
means of connection, or a pattern of inver-
sion, and translate that into Plexiglas. They 
make a couple of models, working through 
this single idea again and again, trying to 
distort and amplify this single character-
istic to see how it resonates with this new 
rigid and transparent material. What can 
you express better in Plexiglas, and what 
gets lost in translation? 

Finally, the assignments move out of ab-
stract space and into the real world. For the 
final project, each student puts a design in-
tervention on the same site: this semester, 
it was Franklin Street Park, near Mather 

House. Henson and his classmates began by 
close-reading and mapping the site. Students 
chose to map peculiar qualities, such as the 
sound levels in different parts of the park, 

Mending the Medical School
Harvard medical school  (HMS) has sold a 99-year leasehold 
in eight of the 11 floors of its Harvard Institutes of Medicine build-
ing. The decision to sell the interest in 190,000-plus square feet of 
lab space (News Briefs, March-April, page 23) proved rewarding: 
Intercontinental Real Estate Corporation paid $272.5 million, ap-
parently a record price per square foot for Longwood properties.

The use of the funds has not been specified; the school runs at 
a deficit, and has been trimming costs, boosting continuing-ed-
ucation revenues, and so on. In a statement, CFO Michael White 
said, “The proceeds from this sale will be used as an investment 
in our educational and research missions as well as to reduce the 
school’s debt”—suggesting an allocation between augmenting 
its endowment ($4.1 billion as of mid 2017) and retiring obliga-
tions associated with projects such as the New Research Building 
(completed at a cost of $260 million in 2003; “A Scientific Instru-
ment,” November-December 2003, page 56). Given its needs and 
hopes for further growth, it would not be surprising to see HMS 
continue vigorous fundraising—beyond the $773 million raised, 
as of May 31, during the current capital campaign.

Goldman, Getty, Kluge: A Busy Post-Presidency
As she prepared  to depart Mass Hall on June 30, President 
Drew Faust said she looked forward to a relaxing summer and 
fall on Cape Cod, some time to consider offers for future engage-
ments, and a reimmersion in historical research. Some of her plans 
gelled quickly.

Effective July 2, she accepted appointment as a director of 
Goldman Sachs Group Inc. Its chairman and CEO, Lloyd C. 
Blankfein ’75, J.D. ’78, who steps down in September, no doubt 
knows the new board member well: he was deeply involved in 
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences’ capital campaign, particularly 
in raising funds for financial aid. The announcement occasioned 

some wry reflections. The student humorists at Satire V, who 
had gone dormant for the summer, posted twice (a headline 
read, “I Understand People Are Upset, but If It Helps I Will 
Be Making a Lot of Money,” and, quoting a mock memo from 

the former president that plays off undergraduates’ continuing 
interest in finance, “I’ll see you in a year or two when I’m your 
boss again”). Others pointed to her extended discussion, in her 
2008 baccalaureate address and other occasions, about students’ 
concerns about the flood of their peers into finance and consult-
ing: “I think you are worried because you want your lives not 
just to be conventionally successful, but to be meaningful, and 
you are not sure how those two goals fit together. You are not 
sure if a generous starting salary at a prestigious brand name 
organization together with the promise of future wealth will 
feed your soul.” Faust had set a precedent for a sitting Harvard 
president when she joined the board of Staples Inc. in 2012 (see 
harvardmag.com/dgf-staples-12).

On July 10, the J. Paul Getty Trust announced that Faust would 
join its board of trustees—the parent to the eponymous museum, 
research institute, conservation institute, and foundation. Fel-
low trustees include James Cuno, president and CEO, who was 
the director of the then-Harvard University Art Museums from 
1991 to 2003; Frances D. Fergusson, president emerita of Vassar 
and a past president of Harvard’s Board of Overseers; and Neil 
L. Rudenstine, vice chair and himself president emeritus of the 
University.

Separately, the Library of Congress announced on June 12 that 
Faust would receive the John W. Kluge Prize for Achievement 
in the Study of Humanity on September 12, in recognition of her 
scholarship on the American South and the Civil War. Past win-
ners include philosopher Jürgen Habermas, LL.D. ’01; His Excel-
lency Fernando Henrique Cardoso, LL.D. ’16, a sociologist and 
two-term president of Brazil; Peter Brown, LL.D. ’02, a much-
honored historian of late antiquity and early Christendom; and 
one of Faust’s own mentors, John Hope Franklin, Ph.D. ’41, LL.D. 
’81, the pioneering historian of race in America. A $1-million hono-
rarium accompanies the prize. vJohn s. rosenberg
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A series of paper models made in the 
“Transformations” studio
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