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  Faculty diversity, general education, gym clothes

THE FAUST YEARS
I read the article  
about Drew Faust’s ten-
ure in the July-August issue 
(“Faust in Focus,” page 46). 

Management consultants 
tell us to measure outputs, 
not inputs. But the arti-
cle discussed fundraising, 
building programs, hiring, 
and the like—inputs all—
with barely a mention of the results.

If I read a similar article about Stanford, 
I would expect to see discussion of its role 
as an anchor of Silicon Valley, exactly how 
important an anchor it had been, and the 
positive and negative effects of that on Stan-
ford’s academic mission. 

What would a parallel discussion of Har-
vard’s recent history look like?

William F. Pedersen ’65, LL.B. ’68
South Royalton, Vt.

A DIVERSE FACULTY?
The July-august  2018 edition (News 
Briefs, page 35) mentioned the efforts rela-
tive to faculty “diversity,” the aim to be more 
inclusive in terms of race and gender. 

Until Harvard realizes its biggest issue is 
lack of real diversity, of opinion, such shal-
low efforts aimed to re-enforce racial and 
gender-identity politics are doomed to fail. 

Critical thinking is the heart of a vibrant 
center of learning...That requires having a 
faculty of diverse opinions. 

David W. Thompson, M.P.A. ’88
Easley, S.C.

VOTING,  
IMMIGRATION
In the  July-August is-
sue, there is a silly error in 
the Moorfield Storey Vita 
(page 44). A “grandfather 
clause” was not a rule that 
men whose grandfathers 
did not vote before the Civil 
War (i.e., blacks) could not 
vote. Rather, it was a cynical 

loophole that men who could vote, or whose 
fathers or grandfathers could, before 1867 
(i.e., whites), were exempt from an onerous 
requirement like a poll tax or literacy test that 
most individuals could not meet. Subtle dif-
ference and similar effect, but especially given 
the ubiquity of the term “grandfathering in,” I 
expect Harvard to get the details right.

The underlying premise of “Crimmigration” 
(page 24) is that a non-citizen’s commission 
of a crime should not enter into the decision 
of whether or not to deport. That is a plau-
sible position for a seriously underpopulated 
and underdeveloped country, but not in the 
United States today. If there are going to be 
limitations on the aggregate numbers of im-
migrants, one can argue in favor of prioritizing 
personal considerations (escape from perse-
cution, close family ties), economics (impor-
tant skills), or even a diversity lottery, but no 
good argument can be advanced against the 
proposition that a sine qua non is for an immi-
grant of any kind to be a good citizen and 
not to commit serious crimes. It is fair to ask 
what is a serious crime for this purpose, but 
it is no answer to criminal activity that some-

one has been 
in the United 
States for a long 
time, other than 
to demonstrate 
infrequency of 
criminal activity. 
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Nor can a charge of criminal activity be par-
ried by repackaging length of stay as a novel 
asylum criterion (potential for being treated 
badly back in one’s home country for having 
lived in the United States).

Buried way in the back of the article is an 
objection to using “citizenship and immigra-
tion status [to allocate] resources based on 
where people are born.” Sorry, folks; one may 
advocate the abolition of countries and na-
tionalities, but unless that happens, a coun-
try may decide that where and/or to whom 
one is born forms a core basis for citizenship 
and for the right to be in the country.

Robert Kantowitz, J.D. ’79
Lawrence, N.Y.

Editor’s note: We thank Mr. Kantowitz for 
explicating the “grandfather clause”and re-
minding us to vet wording more carefully 
when condensing text to fit limited space.

GEN ED, THEN AND NOW
I enJoyed  your “Unfinished Business” es-
say (7 Ware Street, July-August, page 3), and 
pondered Dean Michael Smith’s statement 
that “Gen Ed courses ought to challenge stu-
dents’ ‘ingrained’ ideas…broadening how 
‘students think about things that they enter 
the class thinking that they know.’ ” Then 
I read (page 17) Latin Salutatorian Phoe-
be Lakin’s statement at Commencement: 
“Harvard University, as many of you have 
no doubt already observed, is not so differ-
ent from the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 
and Wizardry.” Looks like Smith, if he gets 
his wish, has his work cut out for him!

General education courses established in 
the 1950s by President James Conant (taught 
by the likes of Paul Tillich) were obvious-
ly based on a different conception of what 
constitutes “general education.” They had 
an impact on me such that I changed my 
major from biology to philosophy.

Mark Titus ’58
Washington, D.C.

ADVANCED STANDING
I read  with great interest the article on 
Harvard’s plans to overhaul Advanced 
Placement and International Baccalaure-
ate credits (“Advanced Standing Reduced,” 
May-June, page 24).

It is a pity that Harlan “Harpo” Hanson 
’46, Ph.D. ’59, is not alive to comment. Sixty 
years ago, as director of Harvard’s Office of 
Advanced Standing, he worked with the ac-
ademic departments to provide recognition 
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SPEAK UP, PLEASE
Har vard Magazine welcomes letters 
on its contents. Please write to “Let-
ters,” Harvard Magazine, 7 Ware Street, 
Cambridge 02138, send comments by e-
mail to your turn@har  vard.edu, use our 
website, www.harvard maga zine. com, 
or fax us at 617-495-0324. Letters may 
be edited to fit the available space. 

and credit for AP courses—which he con-
sidered essential for students with unique 
academic qualifications and/or economic 
constraints. He went on to lead the College 
Board’s AP program for 25 years, during which 
time he was instrumental in establishing IB 
standards among universities from around the 
world. It would be interesting to have his per-
spective on the sanctity of Harvard’s “curated 

eight-semester experience.”
Oh well, Nihil perpetuum, 

pauca diuturna sunt; aliud alio 
modo fragile est, rerum exitus vari-
antur, ceterum quicquid coepit et 

desinit [“Nothing is everlasting, few things are 
even long-lasting; one thing perishes in one 
way, another in another, though the manner 
of their passing varies, yet whatever has be-
ginning has also an end,” Seneca the Younger, 
as translated by John W. Basore for the Loeb 
Classical Library].

John Hanson ’80
Cambridge

Editor’s note: Several elite private schools in 
the Washington, D.C., area announced in 
June that they would discontinue offering 

AP courses. Their reasons for doing so differ 
from the faculty’s determination that Col-
lege work differs from that required in AP 
classes, but the ground is clearly shifting.

CLOTHING MAKETH THE ATHLETE
Harvard women’s gymsuits  at the turn 
of the twentieth century may have been “lib-
erating” (“Gymsuits, Pre-Spandex,” Trea-
sure, July-August, page 84), but one won-
ders how today’s modern collegiate athletes 
could compete in those outfits. For example, 
the 2017-2018 Crimson Ivy League runner-up 
women’s tennis team would have been hard 
pressed to serve and volley in those bulky 
uniforms…plus, today’s apparel just looks a 
lot more attractive and comfortable!

Philip K. Curtis, J.D. ’71, M.B.A. ’74
Atlanta

ALMA MATER ENCORE
In the  July-August issue (The College 
Pump, page 76), it is reported that the last 
line in “Fair Harvard” has been changed 
from “Till the stock of the Puritans die” to 
“Till the stars in the firmament die.”

In no way am I from the stock of the Puri-

tans and as a 60-year member of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union I have fought for 
equality for all for a very long time.

The change is political correctness run 
riot.

This silly change, if it must happen, de-
serves an equally silly last line: “Till ele-
phants learn how to fly.”

Charles L. Edson ’56, J.D. ’59
Chevy Chase, Md. 

ERRATUM
The name  of director of admissions Marlyn 
McGrath ’70, Ph.D. ’78, was rendered incor-
rectly in “Commencement Confetti” (July-
August, page 19). Our error—and apologies.

Visit harvardmag.com 
for additional letters.
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