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The 2018 Harvard Medalists
Three alumni —and surprise honorand Drew Gilpin Faust—
received the Harvard Medal for extraordinary service to the Uni-
versity during the Harvard Alumni Association’s annual meeting 
on the afternoon of Commencement day. 

Robert Coles ’50 is a child psychiatrist whose tenure at Harvard 
spanned from 1963 to 2007, when he retired as the James Agee 

professor of social ethics at the 
Graduate School of Education. 
Known for his Pulitzer Prize-
winning book series Children 
of Crisis and for other influ-
ential research, he has also 
received a MacArthur Award 
and the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom.

Eminent psychiatrist, prolific au-
thor, and beloved Harvard professor 
whose work bridges cultural and cur-
ricular boundaries, you have exem-

plified the pursuit of Veritas in your lifelong study of morality and the lives of 
children around the world—cultivating empathy and inspiring generations 
to heed the call of service through your profound storytelling, your insightful 
teaching, and your dedicated volunteerism.  

Robert N. Shapiro ’72, J.D. ’78, began his career as an attorney at 
the Boston firm Ropes & Gray, was a partner in the private client 
group from 1987 to 2016, and is 
currently CEO at Ropes Wealth 
Advisors. He is also president of 
the trustees of the Peabody Es-
sex Museum.

Alumni leader, stalwart volunteer, 
and trusted advisor with a view of Har-
vard that spans decades and disciplines, 
you have strengthened the University 
through your distinguished service—
demonstrating a remarkable breadth 
and depth of knowledge, a rare combina-

tion of good judgment and good humor, and an 
enduring commitment to education as a force 
for positive change. 

Alice “Acey” Welch ’53 worked to help 
launch and lead the Committee for the 
Equality of Women at Harvard and the 
Alumnae-i Network for Harvard Wom-
en, serving as president of that organi-
zation from 2014 to 2016 (for which she 
received the HAA Outstanding Clubs 
and SIGs Contribution Award).  

With a firm but gentle hand, a bold but inclu-
sive voice, and a resolute but optimistic spirit, 
you have driven change through your tireless 
advocacy for gender equity at Harvard and beyond, unifying alumnae and 
alumni across Schools and class years in common cause—to expand and en-
hance opportunities for women both on and off campus.

Drew Gilpin Faust, president of Harvard University since 2007,  
is set to step down on June 30. Announcement of the award 
prompted a standing ovation and extended applause. 

Esteemed historian with a keen respect 
for the past and an inspirational vision for 
the future, you have authored a remark-
able chapter in Harvard’s story, leading 
the University forward with wisdom, cour-
age, and integrity. Pioneering president and 
global ambassador for higher education, 
you opened wider the gates of Harvard to 
students from all backgrounds and deep-
ened Harvard’s engagement with the world 
beyond. Breaking new ground, literally and 
figuratively—you revitalized living and 
learning spaces on both sides of the river and 
fostered unprecedented cross-disciplinary 
collaboration between Schools. You promoted experimentation in the arts and 
sciences—seeding bold discoveries and innovative ventures, and nurturing cre-
ative expression and humanistic inquiry. Through change and through storm, 
you knit together a more inclusive and diverse University community, built 
on the conviction that every person here should feel that I, too, am Harvard.

Alice Welch
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tor in slowing or reversing the impacts of 
human-caused climate change.” 

The Blakes have also instituted shorter-
duration, higher-intensity grazing, letting 
the cows’ hooves and manure do much of 
the work of tilling and fertilizing the earth. 
They’ve reduced their use of fossil fuels by 
eliminating hay production; are developing 
a new, more effective digital mapping range-
monitoring system; and are participating in 
a pilot carbon-sequestration project. Alex 
adds that among ranchers he knows and 
has met through Western Sustainability 
Exchange, “Members of our generation are 

getting excited about new practices, attend-
ing trainings and workshops, asking neigh-
bors about what they are trying, and seeing 
things done differently.” He himself is part of 
a start-up that raises and sells all-grass-fed 
beef, and would like to see more of Keeway-
din’s own grass-fed and grass-finished beef 
(cattle raised on a forage diet exclusively) 
sold directly to customers, so the ranch could 
get paid a premium for its more sustainable 
practices and humane treatment of the ani-
mals. “We’re not necessarily proponents of 
the feedlot model,” he says, “but recognize 
its vital importance in the current system.” 

Raising high volumes of grass-finished cattle 
is not easy in North America because it re-
quires large tracts of land and a longer grow-
ing season than exists in most regions. Active 
debate continues about whether grass-fin-
ished cattle can meet current global beef de-
mand, he adds, but plenty of people see the 
urgent need for finding a better model and 
are “trying to figure this out.” 

Meanwhile,  this spring the Blakes were 
easily working 11-hour days, immersed in 
caring for the cows, fixing a break in the cor-
ral’s main water line, and figuring out, again, 
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