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In 2008,  photographer Jim Harrison, 
whose portraits of Harvard community 
members have appeared in this magazine 
for decades, turned his eye to a new sub-
ject: the plants at the University’s Arnold 
Arboretum, where he began capturing the 
dramatic seasonal changes of a world-

class collection of trees and shrubs.
Photographers know that, when shoot-

ing outdoors, the “golden hours” just after 
sunrise and just before sunset provide 
dramatic light. For Harrison, that meant 
rising on some summer days at 4 a.m. to 
record the fuschia glow of first light, or 

venturing out into frigid winter 
dawns the day after a blizzard to 
record a landscape shrouded in 
shades of white. Some plants pres-

ent specific challenges, such as the ker-
chief-like white bracts of Davidia involu-
crata, the dove tree, gently backlit by the 
sun in the image opposite.

This summer, an exhibition of 31 prints 
from his project will open at the Arbore-
tum’s Hunnewell Visitor Center. In Con-

tinuations: Seasons at the Ar-
boretum (July 28 through 
the first week of October), 
Harrison’s fascination with 
the architecture of plants—
the way they branch or 
form their flowers—is a 
thematic undercurrent. An-
other is decay: the bloom 
gone by, or the fallen leaf.

These five photographs 
from the exhibit illustrate 
those themes; they also 
show off some of the finest 
plant specimens growing on 
the Arboretum’s 281-acre 
grounds. At far left is Acer 
griseum, the paperbark ma-
ple, its cinnamon limbs 

S e a s o n s  a t  t h e  A r b o r e t u m

Seen at the Arnold 
Arboretum (from left): a 
paperbark maple in winter; 
magnolia blooms in spring; 
a mid-summer Stewartia; 
and autumn leaves in 
Bussey Brook

rehabilitation—all those are important fac-
tors” that are not considered currently, he 
explains. Instead, the system is “sort of a 
rubber stamp.”

Torrey has been  leading the crimmigra-
tion clinic each spring since 2013, in con-
junction with a crimmigration law course 
(a prerequisite for the clinic) in the fall. In 
2009, after a brief stint at Skadden, Arps, 
Slate, Meagher & Flom, his first job out of 
law school, he left for a fellowship at the 
nonprofit Greater Boston Legal Services, 
which offers free legal advice and direct 
representation to low-income residents. 
There, he says, “The cases that I was work-
ing on all had criminal issues enmeshed 
with them.” One client, charged with as-
sault and battery with a dangerous weapon 
for beating another man with his shoe, was 

being held in immigration detention pend-
ing deportation proceedings. But he wasn’t 
guilty: the main witness recanted her false 
testimony; the client was allowed to remain 
in the country and now has his green card. 

“Seeing how the criminal-law system can 
be used against somebody in the immigra-
tion system, how unfair that can be,” Tor-
rey says, “is what energized me to focus my 
practice in this particular area.” 

A large component of his clinic’s regu-
lar work involves so-called Padilla advisals. 
Some federal courts in recent years have be-

gun to check the executive branch’s ability 
to deport convicted immigrants, and in 2010, 
in Padilla v. Kentucky, the Supreme Court ruled 
that criminal-defense counsel must advise 
their non-citizen clients about the potential 

risk of deportation following a conviction, 
to help them decide how to plead. (In that 
case, the attorney for a Honduran who’d 
lived legally in the United States for more 
than 40 years wrongly told him he wouldn’t 
face deportation after pleading guilty to 
trafficking marijuana.) 

Since that ruling, criminal defenders all 

What are citizenship and immigration status  
but a way of  arbitrarily allocating resources 
based on where people are born?
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capped with snow. The plant, known for 
its finely exfoliating bark, often grows 
straight up on a single, columnar stem, but 
this particular ancient specimen branches 
in surprising ways against the sky. The mag-
nolia blossom with elongated petals (op-
posite, right, a hybrid named “Judy,” was 
developed at the National Arboretum in 
the 1950s as part of the “Little Girl” series. 
Harrison’s photograph hints at the parent-
age: the star magnolia (Magnolia stellata), 
known for white, ribbon-
like petals, contributes 
this characteristic to its 
offspring while the purple 
flowers of Magnolia lilliflo-
ra ‘Nigra’ explain the tinge 
of color that rims the 
petal edges. Beneath the 
bloom, petals that have 
gone by lie in soft focus 
where they have fallen. In 
Bussey Brook (far right), 
which flows east at the 
foot of Hemlock Hill, 
brightly colored fall leaves 
(Japanese maple among 
them) gather at a spot 
where the water meets 
rocks in midstream.

One of the great chal-
lenges of photographing 
any flowering tree is that 
doing justice to the blooms 
demands moving in close, 
while showing the trunk 

and limbs typically requires a wider field of 
view. With his photograph (below, left) of 
Stewartia pseudocamellia, Harrison flatters 
this showy, summer-blooming tree, captur-
ing both the waxy, white flowers for which 
it is named and—through a window in the 
leaves—the beautifully mottled bark for 
which it is best known. 

Seven more images from the exhibition 
appear online at harvardmag.com/har-
rison-trees-18. vjonathan shaw

(ICE) deportation priorities: how likely 
the agency is to target the client for de-
portation. The students’ main frustration 
involves the difficulty of communicating 
the relative risk of deportation to a terri-
fied client. The Trump administration “is 
trying to stretch every removal ground,” 
third-year student Paulina Arnold points 
out: revised priorities for deportations tar-
get not just immigrants convicted of crimes, 
but also those who have been charged with 
crimes, or have committed acts that could be 
charged as crimes. That raises the stakes 
for advisals, and makes it even harder to 
communicate deportation risks. A few years 
ago, she says, she would have been com-
fortable telling a client that deportation 
was unlikely. “Now, if there’s any possible 
chance [the client] could fit under any re-
moval ground, you want to flag it.”

over the country have relied on immigration 
attorneys like Torrey to prepare Padilla advis-
als for their clients—often in hasty circum-
stances, without enough time to conduct a 
proper analysis. To provide the advisals this 
past semester, his students partnered with 
students in the Criminal Justice Institute 
(HLS’s clinic for students training to become 
public defenders; see “Criminal Injustice,” 
September-October 2017, page 44).

To draw up a Padilla advisal, students 
must engage with both the criminal and 
the immigration systems to combine infor-
mation about a client’s immigration status 
with data about the particular crime at is-
sue, and determine whether that crime 
meets federal grounds for deportation. Most 
convictions occur at the state level, and 
there are thousands of state statutes, many 
with no precedent for triggering deporta-

tion, so students must conduct a “categori-
cal analysis” to determine whether a par-
ticular state criminal statute matches the 
generic, federal definition for a given crime, 
regardless of the particular circumstances of 
the defendant’s crime. A state statute that 
defines burglary as “entry” into a home 
with intent to commit a crime, for example, 
would be too broad to meet the federal defi-
nition: “an unlawful or unprivileged entry.” 
“You have different sovereigns, the federal 
and state governments—two bodies of law 
with different protections and procedures 
attached to them,” Torrey explains. “It can 
be very difficult to figure out when a state-
level conviction would trigger something in 
the federal civil process.”

The most fraught part of this process, 
though, is making a judgment about U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
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