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sustainably sourced electricity significantly 
(perhaps from Canadian hydropower and 
from offshore wind turbines), enabling cus-
tomers to purchase supplies of power that 
have little or no climate impact.

Harvard’s efforts will be overseen by a 
new sustainability executive committee, 
populated by faculty members, administra-
tors, and students. Executive vice president 
Katie Lapp, another task-force co-chair, and 
vice president for campus services Meredith 

Weenick will lead a planning process with 
the schools to identify opportunities to re-
duce reliance on fossil fuels in electricity 
purchasing, transportation, Harvard’s dis-
trict energy power plants, and future build-
ing projects.

Henderson (see Harvard Portrait, No-
vember-December 2011, page 58) also al-
luded to a recommendation that Harvard 
impose a surcharge on campus fossil-fuel 
consumption—a version of a carbon tax. 

Following its December  discussion of 
a proposal to eliminate Harvard College 
course credit for Advanced Placement (AP) 
and International Baccalaureate (IB) cours-
es—thereby limiting students’ ability to 
fast-track their A.B. or graduate with a si-
multaneous master’s, typically in a sciences 
or engineering field (see “Overhauling Ad-
vanced Standing,” March-April, page 22)—
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS) ac-
cepted an amended course of action at a 
sparsely attended meeting on February 6.

Taking into account concerns raised in 
December, dean of undergraduate educa-
tion Jay M. Harris introduced a scrubbed-
down policy. Beginning with students 
entering the College in 2020, course 
credit would no longer be awarded “for 
work completed prior to their matricula-
tion,” except for credits earned at Har-
vard’s extension or summer schools. This 
would extend the practice already in place 
in all departments except economics, 
mathematics, and psychology (which in 
effect recognize top scores in AP or IB 
classes as a substitute for introductory 
College courses in those disciplines). De-
partments would be allowed to continue 
using AP and IB examinations for course 
placement—and (the one exception) to 
satisfy the undergraduate foreign-lan-
guage requirement. A separate commit-
tee would be formed to recommend rules 
and procedures for undergraduates hop-
ing to pursue a concurrent master’s de-
gree in the Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences; it would report within a year.

Harris observed that across most of 
FAS, AP and IB classes are regarded as not 
equivalent to the work required in Col-
lege classes—so it makes no sense to al-

low students to count them toward earn-
ing an A.B. short of Harvard’s “curated 
eight-semester experience.”

Faculty members present raised sev-
eral concerns. First, the change would 
eliminate the opportunity to graduate in 
six or seven semesters—an option that 
might appeal to a very few students with 
compelling personal or family financial or 
health concerns, or unique intellectual 
trajectories. Peer institutions permit ac-
celerated undergraduate studies, so Har-
vard might unilaterally weaken its appeal 
to such applicants. The change also seems 
at odds with efforts nationwide to make 
college studies more flexible, affordable, 
and accessible. Finally, the proposal con-
tinues to let students circumvent the lan-
guage requirement, at least in terms of 
instruction in the College.

Harris, a self-proclaimed “language 
hawk” (he is Wolfson professor of Jewish 
studies), said the final point merited fur-
ther study—but added that foreign-lan-
guage requirements have been reviewed 
in the relatively recent past and are gov-
erned by separate legislation. As for the 
other concerns, he emphasized the value 
of as complete an undergraduate experi-
ence as possible; the inappropriateness 
of “cheapening” the four-year degree; and 
the inequity of granting advanced standing 
to the minority, perhaps 30 percent, of 
undergraduates whose AP or IB credits 
make them eligible, while making it im-
practicable for those who do not.

With the promise of further study on 
accommodating concurrent bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees, the faculty mem-
bers present approved the policy by voice 
vote. vj.s.r.

Advanced Standing Reduced

Yale experimented with a carbon-tax sys-
tem, equivalent to $40 per ton of carbon-
dioxide emissions from energy use, from late 
2015 through the spring of 2016. Following 
the trial, which was found to reduce ener-
gy use, as reported in Nature last November, 
Yale imposed the fee on more than 250 cam-
pus buildings, covering nearly 70 percent 
of carbon dioxide emissions, last July. Har-
vard’s plan, Henderson said, would offset 
some, but not all, of the identified damages 
associated with fossil-fuel emissions.

For further information, see harvardmag.
com/fossilfuel-goal-18. 

vjohn S. roSenBerg

Building Unabated
“harvard’S  Historic Building Boom” (Sep-
tember-October 2017, page 14) reflects the 
fruits of the capital campaign, but it is now 
evident that contractors’ good times will 
continue to roll on. Beyond the Graduate 
School of Design’s expansive ambitions 
(Brevia, March-April, page 24), Harvard Di-
vinity School has announced the biggest gift 
in its history: $25 million, from Susan Shall-
cross Swartz, campaign co-chair, and James 
R. Swartz ’64. The funds enable comprehen-
sive renovation and reconfiguration of An-
dover Hall, the center of the HDS campus.

Separately, Harvard Law School—al-
ready erecting a 21,000-square-foot new 
office building at the corner of Massachu-
setts Avenue and Everett Street—has re-
tained Deborah Berke Partners to redesign 
its Lewis International Law Center; the 
scope of work includes additional space, 
a new entrance, removal of library stacks, 
and increased office and teaching areas, with 
2020 targeted for completion. (Berke, dean 
of Yale School of Architecture, is also de-
signing Princeton’s new residential college, 
aimed at a 500-student increase in under-
graduate enrollment, and perhaps a second 
one; the latter would enable renovation of 
existing residences, followed by another in-
crease in enrollment, the third Princeton 
might effect this millennium.)

As construction proceeds on the mas-
sive renewal of Lowell House, design has 
begun for the Adams House renovation, 
scheduled to begin construction in 2019. 
And the University’s “Town Gown Report” 
to Cambridge also projects work this year 
on Robinson Hall, home of the history de-
partment (accessibility and fire-suppression 
sprinklers); Radcliffe’s Schlesinger Library 
(renovation for interactive access to collec-
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