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barking can reverberate in someone’s chest. 
A dog’s erratic barking is akin to the disrup-
tive pinging and buzzing of electronic devic-
es, the mindless music broadcast in public 
spaces, or even overly loud talking on cell 
phones (which Walker sees as a rising neg-
ative trend). All of them can aggravate or 
erode concentration. 

As part of her larger mission to educate 
people about noise issues, Walker began 
working in January with the Cambridge 
Public Health Department on a pilot proj-
ect to map the city’s soundscapes. That in-
cludes gathering community responses and 
site-specific information using the Noise-
Score app, integrating archival and geo-
graphic information system (GIS) data, 
and developing soundscape walks, lectures, 
and case studies. She is also working with 
community groups that have approached 
her for help in addressing noise concerns 
in four Boston neighborhoods: the Seaport, 
Mission Hill, Grove Hall, and Fenway.

She’s aware she’s “battling an attitude. 
Noise is often viewed as an affluent prob-
lem,” or the price humans pay to live in cit-
ies. But it’s not, and it shouldn’t be, she adds. 
Cities will never be quiet, but they could be 
quieter—or civic leaders could use her noise 
data to create more serene public spaces. 
She praises Boston’s efforts along these 
lines: the Kevin W. Fitzgerald Park in Mis-
sion Hill, a short walk from Walker’s former 
classes at the Harvard Chan School of Pub-
lic Health (HSPH), is “incredibly peaceful,” 
as are many green spaces in the South End. 
“Falling water, any natural sounds of water,” 
can foster calmness. She finds solace when 
“I’m in an elevator and it closes and there’s 
this pocket of quiet. I’m like, ‘Can I just stay 
in here, please?’”

So far, all Walker’s website and neigh-
borhood work is unpaid, although she’s not 
completely alone; a few volunteers are also 
dedicated to the Noise and the City project. 
She does have two postdoctoral positions, 
one as a research affiliate with MIT’s Sense-
able City Lab and the other with the Center 
for Research on Environmental and Social 
Stressors in Housing Across the Life Course 
(CRESSH), at Boston University. That study 
is co-led by Francine Laden and BU profes-
sor of environmental health Jonathan Levy 
’93, S.D. ’99. Walker’s work includes apply-
ing the noise-exposure models developed 
through her doctoral work to determine if, 
and if so, how, sound levels and frequen-
cies are linked to cognitive-function out-

comes, a project called the Children’s Health 
Watch at Boston Medical Center. She’s also 
seeking ways to measure how sounds infil-
trate Massachusetts homes, and will devel-
op community-engagement programs and 
protocols that will likely include use of the 
NoiseScore app. 

The app would prove useful even in Har-
vard Square. Toward the end of her stroll, 
Walker focuses on a construction vehicle 
in Radcliffe Yard that’s backing up, emit-
ting that piercing “beep-beep-beep” that 
feels like an attack on her eardrums. And 

there’s no need for it here, she points out: 
“They’ve blocked off everything, there are 
no people or other cars around.” The work-
ers, at least, likely have hearing protection 
thanks to Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration regulations. Government 
and industry officials “know on some level 
that this ain’t good,” she says. “But the rest 
of us aren’t required to wear it.” Sure, the 
impact on biological health likely depends 
on degree and proximity of exposure, “But, 
still,” she continues, “the sound is affecting 
all of us.”  

Overseer and HAA 
Director Candidates
This spring,  alumni can vote for new 
Harvard Overseers and Harvard Alumni 
Association (HAA) elected directors. Bal-
lots (mailed out by April 1) must be re-
ceived at the indicated address by 5:00 p.m. 
Eastern Standard Time on May 15 to be 
counted. All holders of Harvard degrees, 
except Corporation members and officers 
of instruction and government, are enti-
tled to vote for Overseer candidates. The 
election for HAA directors is open to all 
Harvard degree-holders.

Candidates for Overseer may also be 
nominated by petition. Eligible voters may 
go to www.harvard.edu/board-election 
for more information. (The deadline for 
all petitions was February 1.)

The HAA Nominating Committee has 
proposed the following candidates in 
2018.

For Overseer (six-year term):
Geraldine Acuña-Sunshine ’92, M.P.P. 

’96, Manila, Republic of the Philippines, 
and Boston. President, Sunshine Care 
Foundation for Neurological Care and 
Research.

Philip Hart Cullom, M.B.A. ’88, Gaith-
ersburg, Maryland. Vice Admiral (re-
tired), U.S. Navy.

Catherine A. Gellert ’93, New York 
City. Director, Windcrest Partners.

Meredith L. “Max” Hodges ’03, 
M.B.A. ’10, Boston. Executive director, 
Boston Ballet.

Marilyn Holifield, J.D. ’72. Miami. 
Partner, Holland & Knight LLP.

John C. Lechleiter, A.M. ’80, Ph.D. ’80, 
Indianapolis. Retired president, CEO, and 

chairman, Eli Lilly and Company.
Diego A. Rodriguez, M.B.A. ’01, Palo 

Alto. Executive vice president, chief prod-
uct and design officer, Intuit Inc.

Yvette Roubideaux ’85, M.D. ’89, 
M.P.H. ’97, Washington, D.C. Director, 
Policy Research Center, National Con-
gress of American Indians.

For elected director (three-year term):
Eric R. Calderon, M.B.A. ’13, Houston. 

President and CEO, L-K Industries.
Collette Creppell ’82, M.Arch. ’90, 

Providence and New Orleans. Universi-
ty architect, Brown University.

Sid Espinosa, M.P.P. ’00, Palo Alto. Di-
rector of philanthropy and civic engage-
ment, Microsoft.

Natosha Reid Rice ’93, J.D. ’97, Atlan-
ta. Associate general counsel, real estate 
and finance, Habitat for Humanity Inter-
national; associate pastor, historic Ebene-
zer Baptist Church.

Krishnan Namboodiri Subrahmanian 
’03, Minneapolis. Attending pediatrician, 
Hennepin County Medical Center and 
the University of Minnesota; maternal 
child health specialist, Partners in Health 
(COPE Program).

Rita Pang ’96, Hong Kong. Co-founder 
and counsel, Bridgeway Prime Shop Fund 
Management Ltd.

Matthew Temple ’86, Los Angeles. 
Director, alumni career and professional 
development, Kellogg School of Manage-
ment, Northwestern University.

Bella T. Wong ’82, Ed.M. ’91, Weston, 
Massachusetts. Superintendent/Principal, 
Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School.

Rashid Muhammed Yasin, S.B. ’12, 
Nashville. Ph.D. student, Vanderbilt 
University.
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