
Yesterday’s News
From the pages of  the Harvard Alumni Bulletin and Harvard Magazine  

 1923 The Bulletin reports that Ar-
chibald MacLeish, LL.B. ’19, Alan Rinehart 
’21, and Roy E. Larsen ’21 are, respec-
tively, education editor, associate editor, 
and circulation manager of a new maga-
zine due to appear February 24—Time. 

 1928 Both Widener and the Harvard 
Union Library make special efforts to 
stock those books needed by undergrad-
uates during the College’s first “reading 
period.” 

 1948 President Conant’s annual report 
suggests decreasing University enrollment 
from its present 12,500 to its pre-war av-
erage, roughly 8,000, to avoid major in-
creases in physical plant and staff and dras-
tic changes in teaching methods. 

 1958 The University will open its first 
dormitory for women graduate 
students in the fall. The 
building at 1595 Mass. 
Ave. will accommo-
date 80 students.

 1963 Beginning in September, the Busi-
ness School announces, women may apply 
directly to its two-year M.B.A. program. 
The one-year, non-degree Harvard-Rad-
cliffe Program in Business Administration 
(previously required for any woman seek-
ing to join the M.B.A. program in the sec-
ond year) will be terminated.

 1968 Signs of the times: Maharishi Ma-
hesh Yogi packs both Sanders Theatre 
and—via public address system—Lowell 
Lecture Hall; the required reading list for 
History 144b (“England in the Twentieth 
Century”) includes Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely 
Hearts Club Band.

 1978 The Blizzard of ’78 forces the 
University to close during full term-time 
for perhaps the first time in its history. 
Snow sculptures rise around the Yard, and 
so many celebrants take to the roads on 

cross-country skis that snow-
removal efforts are imped-

ed, and Cambridge is-
sues a ban on skiing. 

and a subsequent proposal that future stu-
dents be prohibited outright from joining 
such organizations, Gordon McKay profes-
sor of computer science Harry Lewis and 
like-minded colleagues advanced a motion 
that would proscribe either measure. They 
cited students’ right of free association in 
legal activities, and objected both to fea-
tures of the sanctions and to devolving de-
cisions on policies governing student life—
matters they argue are subject to faculty 
legislation—to administrators. When put 
to a vote, though, the motion went down, 
130 to 90—with about 25 percent of eligible 
FAS members weighing in. An Undergradu-
ate Council survey of students (not adjust-
ed for the response rate) showed 61 percent 
opposed to the sanctions on USGSO mem-
bers. A detailed report is available at har-
vardmag.com/fas-novmtg-2017.

What USGSO policies would finally be 
put in place, however, remained unresolved. 
The final report of a committee on the mat-
ter, co-chaired by Khurana, laid out three 
options, rather than settling on one: the 
sanctions regime (effective for the freshmen 
who enrolled this year, but not being imple-
mented while deliberations continue); the 
prohibition on membership (which would 
presumably take effect for freshmen enroll-
ing next August); or some third course of 
action, possibly relying on education and 
suasion, intended to make participating in 
gender-exclusive social clubs unattractive. 
For a discussion, see harvardmag.com/
fasfractures-17. vj.s.r.

Preventing  
Preprofessionalism
At the  same November FAS meet-
ing, dean of undergraduate education 
Jay Harris introduced a proposal that 
would limit how many course credits 
undergraduates could take from other 
Harvard faculties, and have count to-
ward the bachelor’s degree: eight out of 
128. (Students would be free to take as 
many additional courses, uncredited, 
as they wished, and, as before, can still 
take an unlimited number of credits 
earned in courses offered by MIT.) 
There would be one exception to the 
eight-credit limit: any cross-registered 
courses that a department counts to-
ward concentration credit would not 
count toward the new limit. This issue 
has risen in importance as barriers to 
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