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to occupy the school year’s non-basket-
ball months, and he was a swimmer, so he 
tried water polo. And discovered he was 
good at it. 

The path to coaching, and to Harvard,  
was a little more circuitous. Minnis never 
graduated from high school. At 19, he be-
came a father, and at 20 he earned a GED. 
A little less than a year later, his former PE 
teacher hired him to coach water polo at 
his old high school, Menlo-Atherton, near 
Palo Alto. “I still thank her every time I see 
her,” he says. The school paid him $2,000 for 
that season, and, Minnis says with a grin, 
“They let me volunteer as the JV basketball 
coach.” He stayed there seven years, work-
ing at a meat company in San Jose to earn 
his living. “I’d go to work at 2 o’clock in the 
morning so that I would be able to get off 
in time to coach my high-school team,” he 
recalls. When his son was in fourth grade, 

Minnis and the boy’s mother split up and 
his son came to live with him full time. “We 
stayed in this little studio apartment,” he 
says. By then, water polo had won out over 
basketball and Minnis was coaching mul-
tiple teams, not only high school (includ-
ing an independent all-girls school whose 
players he placed in Ivy League programs) 
but also youth and high-level club teams. At 
the same time, he was working toward his 
college degree, which he earned from San 
Jose State in 2005, when he was 35 years old. 
Then he started looking toward coaching 
jobs in college programs. “I always said if 
I ever got an interview, I was going to talk 
them into giving me the job,” he says, grin-
ning again. “And this was the first interview 
I got.” 

What’s next? More championships, he 
hopes. “The main goal” all fall, he says, 
was to “win conference and bring the first 

championship to Blodgett Pool and hang the 
banner.” Now the goal is more of the same.

vlydialyle gibson

Hockey
Heading into  February and the sixty-fifth annual 
Beanpot Tournament, the men’s hockey team held 
onto second place in conference standings with a 
15-5-2 record (11-4-2 ECAC). The season started 
strong, with early wins over Cornell and St. Law-
rence, and a 5-2 triumph over Boston College, in 
front of a sold-out crowd at Bright-Landry Hockey 
Center, that snapped the Eagles’ 10-game win 
streak. But a series of bad losses on the road in 
January—including one to an underwhelming Rens-
selaer squad and an 8-4 drubbing at Dartmouth—
broke the team’s stride. It regained its footing by beating Brown 
(goalie Merrick Madsen ’18 earned his second shutout of the sea-
son) and taking revenge on Dartmouth, 5-2. Senior forward Sean 
Malone led the team with 13 goals; classmate Tyler Moy and Ryan 
Donato ’19 (son of Ziff head coach Ted Donato ’91) had 11 each. 

Squash
Both  men’s and women’s squash remained unbeaten going into 
the season’s home stretch. For the women’s team (6-0 overall; 
3-0 Ivy), perfect seasons are not unusual: in February 2016, the 
top-ranked women capped off their twelfth unbeaten season and 
captured the College Squash Association’s Howe Cup for the 
fourth time in six years (and the second year in a row). The cur-
rent season was looking similarly strong. In a January 27 match 
against Tufts, the Crimson earned its third clean sweep, winning 
9-0. Four Harvard players—senior co-captains Dileas Mac-
Gowan and Caroline Monrad, along with sisters Alyssa and So-
phie Mehta—all moved to 6-0 for the season, winning their re-
spective matches. 

Swimming and Diving
Standout  freshman swimmer Mikaela Dahlke helped propel the 
women’s swimming and diving team—last year’s conference cham-
pions—to an unbeaten record through January, including a tough 
win over Penn (with perhaps tougher matchups still to come against 
Princeton and the also-unbeaten Yale). In the Penn contest, Har-
vard’s divers dominated as well: led by Hannah Allchurch and Jing 
Leung, the Crimson took the top four spots in the three-meter 
event. Junior Alisha Mah claimed the top spot in the one-meter 
dive. Meanwhile, as of early February, Dahlke, who qualified for the 
2016 Olympic trials, owned the Crimson’s best times in the 50-, 
100-, and 200-meter freestyle and the 100 butterfly.

Also unbeaten through January, men’s swimming and diving 
opened the season by thrashing Cornell and Dartmouth by more 
than 100 points each, and then went on to beat Penn for its ninth 
win of the season. In that meet, junior Koya Osada, another 
qualifier for the 2016 Olympic trials, finished far ahead of his 
opponents in the 200 backstroke, winning by an astonishing 9.76 
seconds.  vlydialyle gibson

Spor ts  in  Br ie f

“Water Polo  
Is Home”
Talking strategy 
and swim lessons 
with two players from the Harvard 
men’s team in the midst of their 
historic season

 Explore More
For an online-only article about a 
lesser-known Harvard team making 
its NCAA 
tournament 
debut, see:
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Harvard’s Ryan Donato 
rushes toward the net in the 
November game that broke 
Boston College’s win streak.
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