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expanding every day. We have over more 
than 100 pregnant and parenting wom-
en plus their partners and children every 
week. They participate and receive a heart-
healthy meal and connection to services to 
address their social and medical determi-
nants of health. And we train community 
health workers.

Dean Hiatt (who was serving as dean 
when I attended the School of Public Health) 
champions this model outreach worker. 
We agree. Our community health work-
ers graduate from our Moms2B program 
and then train to earn a community health 
worker certificate.  Our community health 
workers are invaluable. They understand 
the needs and reach out to pregnant women 
living in poverty.  They make a difference 

in reducing our unacceptably high, Third 
World-country levels of infant mortality.

PatriCia Temple Gabbe, M.P.H. ’74, M.D.
Clinical professor of pediatrics, Ohio State 

University and Nationwide   Children’s Hospital
Columbus

MCNAMArA AT HArVArD
I do not reCall  Secretary of Defense Rob-
ert McNamara having been “shouted down” 
when speaking to an anti-war crowd dur-
ing his visit to Harvard in November 1966 
(John Bethell, quoted in The College Pump, 
November-December 2016, page 80). I could 
hear him pretty clearly.

McNamara was spending two days at Har-
vard, in a series of closed-door meetings with 
various individuals and groups. The antiwar-

movement had about 1,800 signatures on a 
petition asking that he stand up and defend 
his policies in public if he thought he could. 
This petition was rejected. We then caught 
him on his way from one closed-door meet-
ing to the next, and demanded that he speak 
to us. I felt, and most of those in the crowd 
with me seemed to feel, that if the point of 
the exercise was to get him to speak to us, 
shouting him down would not be helpful.

Edwin Moise ’67
Clemson, S.C. 

The College pump  recalls a 1966 visit to 
Harvard by then Secretary of Defense Rob-
ert McNamara, during which he was con-
fronted by a large antiwar demonstration 
while on his way to participate in a seminar.

I was one of the graduate students in the 
seminar, which was taught by then-pro-
fessor Henry Kissinger. When McNama-
ra arrived, the first thing he did was ask if 
someone could find out if any of the dem-
onstrators were hurt. (They weren’t.) He 
then proceeded to answer all the questions 
which time permitted, albeit in the quiet 
atmosphere of a Law School meeting room.

Ray Soifer, M.B.A. ’65
Green Valley, Ariz.

ACCording  to The College Pump, John 
Bethell quoted McNamara as shouting at an-
tiwar demonstrators in 1966, “I was tougher 
then, and I’m tougher now.” I was a Quin-
cy House sophomore and was drawn to the 
commotion when McNamara climbed up on 
a car. As I recall, he actually said something 
to the effect that “I was tougher and more 
courteous then, and I’m tougher now.”

Jonathan Hubbard ’69
Evanston, Ill. 

CLIMATE CHANGE
A letter  in the November-December 2016 
(page 8) issue stated: “I am embarrassed 
by your editorial policy regarding climate 
change. You are supposed to represent one 
of the greatest intellectual institutions on 
the planet, and you continue to promote the 
obvious partisan big lie that Earth’s climate 
isn’t stable enough and that it is determined 
by trace gases rather than by the sun.”

Harvard Magazine replied: “The magazine 
does not have a policy on climate change, or 
other issues. It does cover the research of fac-
ulty members active in this, and other, fields.”

The existence of climate change and the 
impact of trace gases on global tempera-

Honoring Our Contributors
We take great pleasure  in saluting four outstanding contributors to Harvard 
Magazine for their work on readers’ behalf in 2016, and happily confer on each a 
$1,000 honorarium.

Jane Kamensky joins scholarly prowess—professor of history 
and Pforzheimer Foundation Director of the Radcliffe Institute’s 
Schlesinger Library—with unusually winning prose, both amply on 
display in “Facing Harvard,” her November-December feature on 
John Singleton Copley’s portrait commissions from the College. 
We’re very pleased to award her the McCord Writing Prize, named 
for David T.W. McCord ’21, A.M. ’22, L.H.D. ’56, in recognition of 
his legendary prose and verse composed for these pages and for the 
Harvard College Fund.

Contributing editor Lincoln Caplan ’72, J.D. ’76, is widely consid-
ered one of America’s leading legal journalists. His expertise, care-
fully deployed to make complex issues fully accessible to lay readers, 
resulted in two cover stories during the year: “Rhetoric and Law” (a 
profile of Richard Posner, January-February), and “Death Throes” 
(on the searching capital-punishment scholarship conducted by Carol 
Steiker and Jordan Steiker, November-December). We recognize 
this distinguished work with the Smith-Weld Prize (in memory of A. 
Calvert Smith ’14, a former secretary to the Governing Boards and 

executive assistant to President James Bryant Conant, and of Philip S. Weld ’36, a 
former president of the magazine), which honors thought-provoking writing about 
Harvard. Happily, Caplan appears again in this issue, on page 69.

Illustrator Erwin Sherman’s cover image brought Posner—jurist, 
prolific author, and contentious legal thinker—winningly to life. And 

Andrew MacGregor’s multilayered interpretation of 
Colson Whitehead (accompanying Jesse McCarthy’s 
fine profile, “A Literary Chameleon,” September-
October) introduced a complex figure on the verge 
of the much wider recognition that has since come 
his way with publication of The Underground Railroad.

It is a privilege to work with imaginative, expert 
artists like Sherman and MacGregor on readers’ behalf, and a plea-
sure to recognize their superb craftsmanship. vThe Editors
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