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CHARTER SCHOOLS
Paul Peterson’s  call for 
school reform (Septem-
ber-October, page 37) is an 
exemplary display of the 
weaknesses of the char-
ter-led education “reform” 
movement. Brimming with 
needless hostility to teach-
er’s unions (which have is-
sues, to be sure, but need to be engaged 
rather than ridiculed), nowhere does he of-
fer a single suggestion about how schools—
charter or otherwise—should attract and 
retain top-level talent to our nation’s class-
rooms. The world’s best school systems 
(Finland, South Korea, etc.) give teachers 
excellent pay, terrific respect, up-to-date 
facilities, union representation, and top-
quality public management; why none of 
this bears any mention is troubling. 

The biggest problems with American 
schools can’t be solved by changes in man-
agement: many urban schools are trapped 
in a cycle of poverty, making them unable 
to attract and retain good teachers (or prin-
cipals, with the occasional exception that 
proves the rule), and residential segrega-
tion has left them without the resources to 
provide the wrap-around services (or even 
decent building maintenance) needed to 
right the situation. This is a problem com-
petition and choice won’t solve; it was in 
fact created by the choice known as white 
flight (or, as Peterson puts it, “the affluent 
already have the options they need”). The 
urge to competition relegates the poorest 
tier of students to the losing schools, using 
charter management to distract the public 
from the need for more resources and racial 
integration. 

RaPhael SPerry ’95
San Francisco

Our schools  are a criti-
cal part of the future of 
the United States. Many 
schools are failing. Pe-
terson’s article explains 
what has been done, the 
results, and what must be 
done, vouchers and charter 
schools, more persuasively 
than any of the other pieces 

I have read on the subject.
Robert C. Armour, M.B.A. ’67

Virginia Beach, Va.

Paul e. Peterson’s  fantasizing “Post-
Regulatory School Reform” is both disap-
pointing and disturbing. Clearly he has spent 
too long in the ivory tower of the Kennedy 
School and too long in the heady environ-
ment of educational elitism of suburban Bos-
ton, God bless it.

What is disappointing about this out-
dated evolution of the article is a combi-
nation of his cavalier commentary embed-
ded in the article, his apparently libertarian 
view of education policy, his bias against 
federal support and oversight of Ameri-
can education, and his dismissal of public 
education at the local level, e.g., “…today’s 
public schools show little capacity to im-
prove on their own.” Perhaps the most re-
vealing and ironic aspect of his arguments 
and data is that neither whites, blacks, nor 
Hispanics significantly improve in reading 
and math over extended periods of time. 
One might suspect that suggested char-
ter school improvements occur simply be-
cause of experimental effect, that curious 
phenomenon seen repeatedly in education 
reform, medicine, and other research where 
improvement occurs briefly because people 
believe it will.

What is disturbing is that Peterson ar-
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Do-Overs
Last aPril 27,  toward the end of an aca-
demic year when protests about racial inequi-
ty and inclusion disrupted routines on many 
campuses, especially his own, Yale president 
Peter Salovey announced, “The name of Cal-
houn College will remain.” His letter to the 
community noted that the undergraduate res-
idence, established in 1932, commemorates 
1804 graduate John C. Calhoun, “who, while 
serving as a member of the House of Repre-
sentatives, senator, and vice president of the 
United States, was a prominent advocate for 
and defender of the repugnant institution of 
slavery.” He maintained that Yale should, and 
would, confront this odious past. 

On August 1, Salovey announced forma-
tion of a Committee to Establish Principles 
on Renaming. Referring to Calhoun, he ob-
served that “many faculty, students, alumni, 
and staff have raised significant and moving 
concerns about that decision, and it is now 
clear to me that the community-wide conver-
sation about these issues could have drawn 
more effectively on campus expertise,” in-
formed in part by “guiding principles” of the 
kind the new committee will produce. 

Institutions find it no easier than individu-
als to make such pivots, lest they be perceived 
as weak. Perhaps Salovey, a psychologist who 
helped develop the concept of emotional in-
telligence, is unusually equipped to overcome 
such concerns. Perhaps he found the evidence, 
passions, and/or politics compelling. (The Yale 
Daily News reported that hundreds of faculty 
members had signed letters urging reconsid-
eration of the April decision; in an open letter 
to Salovey, Coe professor of American studies 
and history and professor of African Ameri-
can studies Matthew Frye Jacobson asked, 
“Have you ever reflected on how it might feel 
to…be assigned to a residential college named 
for Joseph Goebbels?”)

Whatever the rationale, the effect of Sa-
lovey’s revision merits attention within 
communities dedicated to considering evi-
dence and progressing toward truth. In this 
case, citing significant concerns and broader 

expertise bearing on the matter at hand, he 
has reopened a decision. That would seem to 
be a salutary way of modeling academic con-
duct, even if doing so comes at a real cost.

Hindsight, of course, is cheap. But one 
wonders about opportunities for produc-
tive do-overs in the Crimson context.

In the three-plus years that the Harvard 
Corporation and advocates of divesting en-
dowment investments in fossil-fuel produc-
ers have crossed swords, the economics of 
oil and natural-gas production have been 
transformed by falling prices; solar cells 
have plunged in cost—but now compete 
with cheaper fossil fuels; and MIT, which 
also declined to divest, has promulgated 
a research agenda on energy and climate 
change (see “A Modest Proposal,” January-
February, page 4). As the world has changed, 
the arguments for each position have simply 
been repeated, without visibly advancing a 
Harvard clean-fuel agenda; and the commu-
nity remains no more notably enlightened 
or engaged in what this University is and 
ought to be doing. Might a different course 
yield something better than more intellec-
tual dry holes?

Or consider the College’s decision, an-
nounced during exams last May, to impose 
sanctions on members of single-gender so-
cial organizations—prominently including 
the final clubs. It became apparent that the 
policy may impose collateral damage: to 
newer organizations serving undergradu-
ate women and, more broadly, to the princi-
ple of free association (see harvardmag.com/
free-association-16). As at Yale, the issue may 
prompt broader discussion in the Faculty of 
Arts and Sciences in the form of a debate on 
aspects of academic freedom: far from the 
issue the sanctions sought to address. How 
that debate unfolds may depend on whether 
the air is cleared first. 

vjohn s. rosenberg, Editor

P.S. We thank the many readers whose 
direct support enables us to publish this 
magazine—see the current list beginning 
on page 86—and we would, of course, wel-
come you to join them. vj.s.r.

gues for a fantasy. He admits vouchers af-
fect “less than 1 per cent of the school-age 
population.” Worse, he admits “…school 
choice already exists for those who have the 
resources…to live in the suburbs that offer 
better schools. The affluent already have the 
options they need.” Still worse, he accen-

tuates the fantasy by idealizing schools “…
financed by local donors and major foun-
dations….” We should all be so lucky! Last, 
but not least, he anticipates a day when lo-
cal schools will neither be subject to feder-
al guidelines (apparently because they are 
“private”) nor assisted by public finance and 
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therefore not answerable to local, state, or 
federal requirements.

Having been a secondary-school teacher 
for over 30 years in an array of locally funded 
schools, and having taught students from 
the most unskilled to the best Advanced 
Placement, I would suggest Peterson shift 
his focus to three areas of concern regard-
ing American education policy. First, how 
to provide education facilities and resourc-
es equally to all students across America 
regardless of local property taxes so the 
drinking water, the bathrooms, the books, 
the pencils and paper, and the staff are the 
same across the board, not dependent upon 
Bill Gates or the Koch brothers or Larry El-
lison. Second, how to provide teachers, to 
all students across the country, with the 
breadth and depth of skills and knowledge 
in their disciplines who will be esteemed 
and rewarded for those assets. We pay lip 
service to teachers but prefer to denigrate 
their worth and pay them accordingly, un-
like some European countries. The result 
is there is simply no reason to become a 
public-school teacher today if you hope to 
raise and send a child to college someday. 
And third, how to address the long-stand-
ing concept of local control in American 
education while providing “equal educa-
tion for all.”

Perhaps Peterson and Harvard will spon-
sor another forum on education, include a 
few realists, and address some of the reali-
ties rather the fantasies.

CasPer A. Crouse III, M.A.T. ’72
Wolfeboro, N.H.

As alumni,  we felt compelled to dispel 
some of the entrenched myths about public 
education that Paul E. Peterson treats as fact. 
His claims that students are “at risk” and that 
“choice and competition remain the country’s 
best hope” are not based in evidence.

The myth of students being “at risk” dates 
back to the Reagan-era report “A Nation at 
Risk” that Peterson cites as evidence of a 
long-standing problem. Reports like this are 
tools for drumming up political support and 
are often used today to justify closing “fail-
ing schools,” which further destabilize low-
income communities of color. 

According to a 2013 report by the Econom-
ic Policy Institute, the United States’s average 
performance on international comparisons is 
more reflective of income distribution than 
poor performance. And performance breaks 
down along racial and socioeconomic lines. 
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The achievement gap is directly 
tied to broader income inequal-
ity and racial inequality in our 
country. We cannot address 
one issue without addressing 
the others.

As Peterson states, “School 
choice already exists for those 
who have the resources…The 
affluent already have the op-
tions they need.” So again when 
we talk about school “choice” 
we are talking about income 
inequality.

We all want a good education for our 
children. But we do not all have access to 
resources. That is why public education is 
a cornerstone of our democracy; it is about 
increasing access to opportunity. But creat-
ing charter schools at the cost of defunding 
public schools does not simply increase op-
tions, because it simultaneously destabilizes 
public educational options.

“Competition” in this context is not the 
healthy competition that can happen be-
tween friends or classmates. It is treating 
schools as though they were free-market 
enterprises, gambling with children’s edu-
cation as an acceptable risk.

 Jessica Tang ’04, Ed.M. ’06; Erik Berg ’89; 
Natalia Cuadra-Saez, Ed.M. ’14;

Paul R. Tritter, Ed.M. ’12;
Suzie McGlone, Ed.M. ’04

Boston
Caitlin Gianniny, Ed.M. ’13

Somerville, Mass.
Chris Buttimer, Ed.M. ’10, Ed ’17

Decatur, Ga.

Paul Peterson  attributes the demise of 
the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) to 
the “regulatory regime” of the Bush and 
Obama administrations. That regime, he 
writes, is “in ruins.” That leaves market-
based school reforms “as the country’s best 
hope.” Nonsense. 

The problem was not regulation. The 
problem was inane regulation. NCLB as-
sumed that schools would improve if stu-
dents were tested more rigorously and if 
schools then were graded on year-to-year 
changes in test scores. Those assumptions 
and their supporting regulations ignored 
what we know about how to encourage 
good teaching and successful learning.

Well conceived, regulation works. Mil-
lions of special-needs students receive ser-
vices under the regulatory regime spawned 

by the Education of All Hand-
icapped Children Act. Title IX 
regulations expanded wom-
en’s opportunities in sports.

Peterson’s faith in market-
based reforms ignores other 
options, possibly better ones. 
High-performing nations 
work harder than we do to 
recruit and retain good teach-
ers. Many nations do more to 
forestall school-readiness def-
icits. We divert money to test-
ing companies and publishing 

houses and sports complexes and then we 
expect teachers to buy their own supplies. 
Are our priorities right? 

Vouchers and charters have not proven to 
be any more successful than regular schools. 
Maybe they will. Meanwhile, we should try 
smarter regulation, less ideology, willing-
ness to learn from other nations, and more 
learning from the experiences of success-
ful schools, whatever their type. That, after 
all, was the core justification for market-
based school reform. Appropriate regula-
tions could help.

David L. Colton ’59 
Albuquerque

Unfortunately,  Paul Peterson gives 
only slight mention to what I believe are 
the two fundamental difficulties of urban 
education: a lack of excellent professional 
staff, and a mismatch between the lives of 
many of the students and the expectations 
of the institution.

The characteristics required of an excel-
lent teacher are generally in high demand: 
being well educated, intelligent, articulate, 
perceptive, hard-working, internally moti-
vated, persistent, and able to work under less 
than ideal conditions with little supervision.

Against the allures offered by the business 
world, schools have little to attract and hold 
people with these characteristics. Salaries do 
not match those offered by business and sta-

tus remains low. In addition, in many schools 
training is very weak, there is little or no 
time for consultation, classes are large, and 
facilities are substandard. One result is that 
many teachers quit the profession, leaving 
the urban schools with inexperienced staff.

Urban kids often come from living con-
ditions not conducive to acquiring the 
characteristics necessary to be successful 
in school: persistence, the ability to delay 
gratification, language proficiency, and a re-
spect for school. Unfortunately, our society 
makes little effort to provide the living con-
ditions necessary for these characteristics 
to flourish.

Peterson proposes that charter schools 
and school choice are solutions to what ails 
the schools. They do not, however, address 
the two underlying problems. This is hardly 
a surprise: they lie outside the control of 
schools. Indeed, until the society as a whole 
changes its attitude toward formal educa-
tion and securing adequate living conditions 
for all, I fear they are not problems to be 
solved but conditions to be endured.

John H. GillesPie, Ed.D. ’73
Old Lyme, Conn.

REGULATING FINAL CLUBS
The article  about retired professor Nancy 
Rosenblum was fascinating (“The Democ-
racy of Everyday Life,” September-October, 
page 50). How ironic and perhaps quaint is 
her view of freedom. “I am always guided by 
a love of liberty, and particularly freedom 
of association. I would say that’s our most 
important constitutional freedom.” Free-
dom of association for undergraduates is, 
of course, about to be virtually eliminated 
by President Drew Faust and her acolyte, 
Harvard College dean Rakesh Khurana—
all, naturally, in the name of political cor-
rectness. The pretext of addressing sexual 
assault is a transparent hoax that probably 
could be perpetrated only on a college cam-
pus. Harvard and apparently much of higher 
education, with a few shining exceptions 
such as the University of Chicago, has sunk 
into the quagmire of intellectual bullying 
and dictated conformity that is common to 
totalitarian states. How depressing.

Richard P. ChaPman Jr. ’57
Brookline, Mass.

AIDING THE DOUBLY DISADVANTAGED
I heartily second  the ideas reported in 
Marina Bolotnikova’s “Aiding the Doubly 
Disadvantaged” (September-October, page 

Visit harvardmag.com  
for additional letters 
about charter schools and 
other topics.

SPEAK UP, PLEASE
Har vard Magazine welcomes letters 
on its contents. Please write to “Let-
ters,” Harvard Magazine, 7 Ware Street, 
Cambridge 02138, send comments by e-
mail to your turn@har  vard.edu, use our 
website, www.harvard maga zine. com, 
or fax us at 617-495-0324. Letters may 
be edited to fit the available space. 
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11). It would be important to help “doubly 
disadvantaged” students learn to approach 
professors, question accepted ideas, speak 
up in class. But I would add: remember that 
these students do not come from money! In 
the summer class you envision, I think it 
would be crucial to teach these kids about 
money: how to prepare themselves to obtain 
it, invest it, use it, share it, and how not to 
feel guilty about having it. It won’t necessar-
ily help them get a deeper academic educa-
tion, but will help them survive in the world 
when they graduate—still disadvantaged.

Joyce Schmid ’63
Palo Alto

CLIMATE CHANGE
I am a  1976  HBS graduate, and I am em-
barrassed by your editorial policy regarding 
climate change. You are supposed to repre-
sent one of the greatest intellectual insti-
tutions on the planet, and you continue to 
promote the obvious partisan big lie that 
Earth’s climate isn’t stable enough and that 
it is determined by trace gases rather than 
by the sun. Shame! A tremendous discredit 
to yourselves and Harvard.

Eric Holtze, M.B.A. ’76
Kansas City, Mo.

Editor’s note: The magazine does not have a 
policy on climate change, or other issues. It 
does cover the research of faculty members 
active in this, and other, fields.

VETERANS’ MEMORIES
Like robert m. Pennoyer  and his friends 
in the class of ’46 (The College Pump, Sep-
tember-October, page 72), my Significant O, 
Edward P.H. Kern ’46, joined NROTC and 
zipped through Harvard in two and a half 
years, graduating into the arms of the U.S. 
Navy in 1944. Commissioned as a lieutenant 
j.g., he was sent through Pearl Harbor to the 
Pacific, where at age 20 he served as the navi-
gator on a cargo ship carrying fuel to battle-
ships. He relied on a compass, sextant, math 
skills, and astronomy—no GPS back then! 

Edward considered himself lucky, first to 
be at sea, then to come back alive. (Had he 
been drafted into the army, he might have 
been sent behind enemy lines, as he spoke 
fluent German—and he might very well 
have been killed.) After hostilities ended, 
he went back to Harvard for a year, then 
became a writer-editor for LIFE magazine. 
Edward died in November 2004. The Col-
lege Pump brought up poignant memories 
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of the stories he had told me over the years...
and tears to my eyes for the classmates who 
didn’t make it back. 

Jacqueline LaPidus, M.T.S. ’92
Brighton, Mass.

Congratulations  for including an ex-
cerpt of Bob Pennoyer’s comments about 
his WWII experience. For the full story, 
your readers should treat themselves to his 
wonderful memoir, As It Was, published by 
Prospecta Press and available on Amazon.

Paul Hicks, LL.B. ’61
Rye, N.Y.

AMPLIFICATIONS & ILLUMINATIONS
Splattered type: Judy Bass ’80 alerted us to 
our misspelling of Jackson Pollock’s surname 
in “Sesquicentennnial Soirée” (September-
October, page 23).

Bogey: John W. Stimpson ’58 and Wally 
Stimp son ’59, M.B.A. ’64, pointed out that 
Dick Friedman’s golf profile (“Strokes of Ge-
nius,” September-October, page 31) erred in 
not identifying Edward S. Stimpson II, B.S. 
’27, captain of Harvard’s golf team in 1926 and 
1927, as the inventor of the Stimpmeter, used 
to measure the speed of golf greens. Friedman 
offers his profuse apologies. 

Mmeasurements: Gerald Newsom, Ph.D. ’68, 
writes, “I enjoyed ‘The Plastic Earth’ (Septem-
ber-October, page 46), but on page 47, the text 
states that, between 1993 and 2010, the aver-
age global sea level rose about 3 mm per year: 
about 51 mm for the 17-year span. But the map 
on that page shows the amount of sea-level 
rise over this same interval was generally less 
than 5 mm, less than one-tenth what the text 
says. Which is right?” Author Jon Shaw re-
sponds: “The text is correct. The chart should 
have been labeled ‘millimeters/year.’ ”

Shining light on medieval manuscripts: In “Illumi-
nations” (September-October, page 22), Jeffrey 
Hamburger notes that the text should have 
referred to the prayer book of Julius III, not 
Julius II, and regrets the error. Also, the Noyon 
Missal is not by Villard de Honnecourt, but 
painted in a manner familiar from the so-called 
“Sketchbook” of Villard. And the exhibition 
catalog, distributed by the University of Chi-
cago Press, is published by the McMullen Mu-
seum of Art at Boston College, one of three 
institutions mounting the exhibition. 

Clouded Vision: How It Works and What Can Go 
Wrong (Off the Shelf, September-October, page 
61) was written by John E. Dowling and his 
brother, Joseph L. Dowling Jr., who was mis-
identified. We apologize for our error. 
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