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acting out to have an impact on their en-
vironment, not to be noticed but to notice 
themselves, expressing their beings in the 
face of a reality that ignores them.” He has 
never carried a gun because “What’s go-
ing to happen in a tense situation when a 
bad guy with a gun knows you’ve got one? 
He’s likely to use his first. I’ve been in bad 
situations with armed people and simply 
walked away. It’s not worth their while to 
attack if they see you leaving.”

With this in mind, Alcorn favors Mace 
over a gun. She approaches the job, at least 
when interviewing potential witnesses, 
largely as a creative employment of empathy. 
“The ability to imagine other people’s states 
of mind,” Prum calls it—to “care about what 
they are going to share with you.” Often, for 

witnesses and victims, these are the gritti-
est details of the most traumatic event of 
their lives. Alcorn, he says, has an “incred-
ible curiosity about other people—not be-
cause she is superficially interested in what 
she can get out of them, but because she is 
genuinely interested in the person sitting 
in front of her.”

Alcorn admits to  an abiding “affection 
for morally ambiguous people.” Where it 
stems from, she has no idea, but she seems 
to root for the “Tony Sopranos of the world.” 
And she finds crime—“why it happens, how 
it happens, how it’s solved, forensics, the 
incidental narratives—infinitely fascinat-
ing, you know?” She is also nosy. Engaging 
with thousands of people and visiting their 

homes, seeing how they live, offers “a view 
of the range of humanity that most people 
don’t get to see.” A hoarder’s home where 
“every single item was pink or purple, even 
the Christmas decorations. Floor to ceiling, 
filled with pink and purple clothing, boxes, 
toys.” The backyard of a house in the coun-
try where a murder had taken place, that 
was strewn with a dozen deer legs stick-
ing out of the frozen ground—“someone 
had been dressing deer back there”—and 
a dead cat.

Thirsty from an early age for such extreme 
sights, Alcorn moved to New York City after 
graduation to work in theater production, 
then quickly on to Los Angeles. There, she 
focused on production design, like creating 
props for Bottle Rocket, idiosyncratic director 
Wes Anderson’s first movie (she was also his 
girlfriend for a year). Her Hollywood career 
ultimately “tanked,” she says, “mostly be-
cause I was bottoming out on partying and 
bad activities.” In 1997, she returned to Bos-
ton, moved in with her parents (her father, 
Alfred Alcorn ’64, writes academic murder 
mysteries; see “Curating Murders,” July-Au-
gust 2010, page 15), and got sober through a 
12-step recovery process that she still abides 
by, finding that “doing the next right thing” 
serves her well.

Once clear-headed enough, she decided 
to put her love of research (likely inherited 
from her father, she adds) and preoccupa-
tion with crime to constructive use. She 
applied to become an FBI agent but, fortu-
itously, around that time met Prum through 
mutual friends, and “basically stalked him 
until he hired me.” (He confirms that.)

Alcorn had already been victimized by 
then, and responded with stealth. An ex-
boyfriend had been stalking her (“to the 
tune of trying to break down the door of 
my apartment”) and despite a restraining 
order, he didn’t stop. Alcorn staked out his 
house, followed him, and called the police 
on her cell phone until they served him with 
a restraining order-violation notice.

After five years as Prum’s apprentice and 
an interview with the Massachusetts State 
Police (both requirements for her state li-
cense), she officially became a private de-
tective—and, along the way, got married, 
had a daughter, Juliet, and soon divorced. 
She loves the jolt, what she calls the “hit,” 
of moving from “playing Barbies” on the 
carpet at home to, an hour later, locking 
up her valuables and “being processed” 
through the metal detector by guards at 

The Harvard Alumni Association  (HAA) has named Annalee Perez ’17, of Dunster 
House, and Brittany Wang ’17, of Quincy House, the 2016 David and Mimi Aloian 
Memorial Scholars for “honoring  the value of House life.”

In addition to serving in other roles on the House committee, Perez, of Murfrees-
boro, Tennessee, spearheaded the Big Moose and Little Moose mentoring program 
that pairs newly arrived sophomores with juniors and helped organize Senior Common 
Room dinners, Dunster Downtime, and other social gatherings to promote inclusion.

House committee co-chair Wang, of Southlake, Texas, spread awareness of mental-
health issues by connecting fellow students with Quincy Wellness Tutors. She also 
instituted Quincy Quarnival, an evening of games, to build a sense of community. 
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