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Centennial Medalists
The graduate School  of Arts and Sciences Centennial Medal, first awarded in 1989 
on the occasion of the school’s hundredth anniversary, honors alumni who have made 
contributions to society that emerged from their graduate studies. It is the highest 
honor the Graduate School bestows, and awardees include some of Harvard’s most 
accomplished alumni. The 2016 recipients, announced at a ceremony on May 25, are: 
Francis Fukuyama, Ph.D. ’81, a political scientist, political economist, and author; 
David Mumford ’57, Ph.D. ’61, a theoretical and applied mathematician who studies 
visual perception; John O’Malley, Ph.D. ’65, a priest, professor of theology, and histo-
rian of early modern Catholicism; and Cecilia Rouse ’86, Ph.D. ’92, an economist who 
served as adviser to two presidents and is now dean of the Woodrow Wilson School 
of Public and International Affairs at Princeton. For more about the honorands, see 
harvardmag.com/centennial-16.

From left: John O’Malley, Cecilia Rouse, David Mumford, and Francis Fukuyama       
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Election Results
The naMeS   of the new members of the 
Board of Overseers and of the new elect-
ed directors of the Harvard Alumni Asso-
ciation (HAA) were announced during the 
HAA’s annual meeting on the afternoon of 
Commencement day. For complete cover-
age of the contested Overseers election, see 
harvardmag.com/overseerelection.

For Overseer (six-year term), voters chose:
Lindsay Chase-Lansdale ’74, Evan-

ston, Illinois. Associate provost for fac-
ulty and Frances Willard professor of 

human development and social policy, 
Northwestern University.

Helena Buonanno Foulkes ’86, M.B.A. 
’92, Providence, Rhode Island. President, 
CVS/pharmacy; executive vice president, 
CVS Health.

Ketanji Brown Jackson ’92, J.D. ’96, 
Washington, D.C. Judge, United States 
District Court.

Alejandro Ramírez Magaña ’94, M.B.A. 
’01, Mexico City. CEO, Cinépolis.

Kent Walker ’83, Palo Alto. Senior vice 
president and general counsel, Google Inc.

For elected director (three-year term), 
voters chose:

Janet Nezhad Band ’83, M.B.A. ’89, J.D. 
’90, New York City. Development consul-

detriment,” he reports. “I’ve had my gear 
sabotaged, I’ve had personal threats.” But 
he does think regulation has “gone too far 
now.” So far, he worries, that the next time 
federal leases for offshore exploration or 
extraction are proposed for sites in the mid 
and south Atlantic Ocean (a process that 
could begin as early as 2019), there won’t 
be any independent fishermen “screaming 
and hollering like scalded cats, ‘Don’t drill! 
Georges Bank is too rare a jewel.’ Because,” 
he says, “we are gone.”

In  2012, when Sherman’s blood pressure 
hit 190 over 90, his doctor warned him to 
bow out of political activity, or risk having 
a stroke. He is now out of the danger zone, 
but it was nevertheless a relief, he says, to 
come ashore after finishing the 2015-2016 
season, to work on repairs and maintenance 
for the Lady Jane, and to sleep in his own bed.

By mid June he was back on the wa-
ter, following a business plan revised 
to reflect the new ACL allocations and 
grounds-closure timetables, volatile mar-
ket auctions, weather patterns, the state 
of his health, and that of his crew. “I’ve 
been 30-odd years a captain now, and 
I’ve never been a high-liner—what we 
call a guy who just made the fish dance 
aboard. What I did was by rote, by cuss-
edness,” he says. “So I did okay. We raised 
our daughter and had our house. And in 
a business full of corruption, I’ve never 
cheated anyone, always played by the 
rules. Took care of my crew. And if I can 
just retire out, please, without ever hav-
ing hurt anyone or lost anyone on my boat, 
and knowing people will say, ‘Jeez, that 
Russell did all right by me,’ then I will be 
a happy guy, my career a success.”

 
tant to nonprofit organizations.

Rye Barcott, M.B.A.-M.P.A.’09, Char-
lotte, North Carolina. Managing partner 
and co-founder, Double Time Capital.

David Battat ’91, New York City. Presi-
dent and CEO, Atrion Corporation.

Susan M. Cheng, M.P.P. ’04, Ed.LD. ’13, 
Washington, D.C. Senior associate dean 
for diversity and inclusion, Georgetown 
University School of Medicine.

Farai N. Chideya ’90, New York City. 
Distinguished writer in residence, Arthur 
L. Carter Journalism Institute, New York 
University.

Michael C. Payne ’77, M.D. ’81, M.P.H. ’82, 
Cambridge. Attending physician, depart-
ment of internal medicine, division of gas-
troenterology, Cambridge Health Alliance.
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