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Six men and three women received honorary de-
grees at Commencement. University provost Alan 
M. Garber introduced the honorands in the follow-
ing order, and President Drew Faust read the ci-
tations, concluding with the recipient’s name and 
degree. For fuller background on each, see har-
vardmag.com/honorands-16.

Judith Jarvis Thom-
son. Moral philoso-
pher and metaphy-
sician, a professor of 
philosophy emerita 
at MIT. Doctor of 
Laws: Eminent moral 
theorist and metaphysi-
cian who ponders with 
acuity what it means to 
be good; exemplar of rea-
son and scholarly values, 

who models with ingenuity what it is to be good.
 
David Brion Davis, Ph.D. ’56. Yale’s Ster-
ling Professor of American history emeri-
tus, a leading scholar of slavery and ab-
olition. Doctor of Laws: Confronting the 
unconscionable negation of freedom, discerning 
our demons and our better angels, a sterling chron-
icler of inhuman bondage who shows that the past 
not was, but is.
 
The Right Honorable Lord Martin Rees. 
Astrophysicist and cosmologist, who has 
pioneered understanding of black holes and 

the dark early uni-
verse. Doctor of Sci-
ence: Luminous star in 

the firmament of astrophysics, royal 
citizen of science and namesake of 
an asteroid, he has shone fresh light 
on the cosmic dark ages and the gen-
esis of galaxies far, far away.
 
El Anatsui. Preeminent West 
African sculptor, best known 
for shimmering hangings 
made from found objects. Doctor of Arts: 
Fusing ordinary articles of refuse into extraor-
dinary artworks that refuse categorization, he 

weaves strands of 
diverse cultures and 
genres into splendor-
ous cascades of grav-
ity and grace.
 
Elaine Fuchs. A 
National Medal 
of Science-win-
ning stem-cell re-

searcher, based at 
Rocke feller Uni-

versity. Doctor of Science: Stem-cell eminence 
and doyenne of the epidermis, whose innovative in-
vestigations of genes and proteins have pluripotent 
power to get under our skin.
 
Arnold Rampersad, Ph.D. ’73. The ac-
claimed biographer of W.E.B. Du Bois, 
Langston Hughes, and Ralph Ellison. Doc-
tor of Laws: Lifelong student of the human spirit, 
literary biographer extraordinaire, an erudite ex-

positor of the American experi-
ence who lucidly illuminates the 
matter of Black lives.
 
His Excellency Fernando 
Henrique Cardoso. Sociol-
ogist and former two-term 
president of Brazil. Doctor 
of Laws: Expert on dependency 
and development, exponent of de-

mocracy and engagement, he has as-
cended the echelons of both academe 

and government to guide his nation through chal-
lenge and change.
 
Mary L. Bonauto. 
Lawyer and civil-rights 
director of GLAD, 
leader in the effort to 
eliminate discrimina-
tion based on sexual 
orientation. Doctor of 
Laws: Savvy strategist in 
the quest for equality, su-
premely deft advocate for 
the dignity of all, she has 
brought to life stories both 
of love and of loss, and 
now, thanks to her, count-
less hearts may be glad.
 
Steven Spielberg. Film director, producer, 
and screenwriter. Doctor of Arts: Sovereign 
of celluloid storytelling who draws us into the dark 
then directs us toward the light; his movies move us 
in magical ways as we closely encounter the terrors 
and wonders of life.

H o n o r i s  C a u s a

Judith Jarvis  
Thomson

J O H N  H A R V A R D ’ S  J O U R N A L  •  C O M M E N C E M E N T  2 0 1 6

called his mother’s saying, “We the teachers 
make the difference.”

Faust struck an almost grim tone on 
Thursday afternoon. After beginning non-
comittally ( “[M]y assignment is to offer a 
few reflections on this magnificent institu-
tion at this moment in its history. And what 
a moment it is”), she was all business, and 
then some:

What is going on? What is happening 
to the World? The tumultuous state of 
American politics, spotlighted in this 
contentious presidential contest; the 
political challenges around the globe 
from Brazil to Brexit; the Middle East 
in flames; a refugee crisis in Europe; 
terrorists exploiting new media to 
perform chilling acts of brutality 

and murder; climate-related famine 
in Africa and fires in Canada. It is as 
if we are being visited by the horse-
men of the apocalypse with war, fam-
ine, natural disaster—and, yes, even 
pestilence—as Zika spreads, aided by 
political controversy and paralysis.

On Friday, “Building an Economy for Pros-
perity and Equality,” the Radcliffe Day morn-
ing conversation, wasn’t quite at the Four 
Horsemen level of despond—the current 
economic indicators are relatively robust, 
after all, particularly in the United States. 
But it didn’t take long for  panelist David 
Autor, Ph.D. ’99, an economist at MIT, to de-
clare that the halcyon decades from the end 
of World War II until 1970 (robust growth, 
rising incomes, and widely shared prosper-

ity) were an anomaly.  Given slower produc-
tivity growth, an alarming erosion in edu-
cational and skills gains for workers, and 
what he called the “commodification” of un-
sophisticated labor under the twin hammers 
of globalization and technological change, he 
and others were downbeat. Louise Sheiner 
’82, Ph.D. ’93, now at the Brookings Institu-
tion, pointed to the dismaying, divergent 
outcomes for those at the top and bottom 
of the economy: a clear and widening “in-
equality in life expectancy.” Most agreed that 
investments in education and other policy 
prescriptions could help close those gaps. 
Whether economic growth can be reignited 
is “the hardest part,” concluded Lee profes-
sor of economics Claudia Goldin. “Equity 
may be easier.”
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