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tician, and not merely administrators, phi-
losophers, lawyers, and theologians.

Ernest Bergel, M.D. ’56
Brookline, Mass.

Max BeCkMann and Modernity
Joseph koerner’s essay on the painting 
by Max Beckmann (“Making Modernity,” 
November-December, page 44) recalled for 
me a day in September 1950 when, as a new 
freshman, I passed the Busch-Reisinger Mu-
seum on the way to the biology building. 
Curious, I entered this unattractive build-
ing only to be greeted with wooden Jesus 
Christs writhing away under their diapers. I 
had no sympathy for others in pain as I could 
not understand how I was ever to survive 
my own travail. I walked up the stairs to 
the second floor only to be greeted by this 
incredible man staring down at me. It was a 
surreal experience which ignited a lifetime 
of collecting art.

Max has never left 
my life. Some years 
ago, I had an artist 
replicate the paint-
ing for me. It now 
hangs in my winter 
home as a tribute to 
a life of art enjoy-
ment. I was gratified 
recently when one of 
my granddaughters, 
touring Harvard, 
told me elatedly that Harvard owned a 
painting that was very much like mine.

Wonderful! Wonderful! Wonderful!
Richard Hirschhorn ’54, M.D. ’58

Tucson

soCial progress index
We are inFormed by Harvard Magazine 
(November-December 2015, page 15) that 
the country with the best “Health and 

Wellness” (“Do 
people live long 
and healthy lives?”) 
is Peru, while the 
United States ranks 
a dismal sixty-
eighth in the world.

This seemed un-
likely to me, and 
so I went to www.
socialprogressim-
perative.org to see 

how Social Progress Imperative (SPI) ar-
rived at its statistical claims.

The broadest statistic making up the 
Health and Wellness (HW) rating is Life 
Expectancy. From the figures, we see 
that the United States has a life expec-
tancy a full four years longer than that of 
Peru (78.7 vs. 74.5 years). So how does SPI 
come to a figure that puts Peru at best in 
the world? They add other figures related 
to death, such as “Premature deaths from 
non-communicable diseases,” which are 
somewhat higher in the United States 
than in Peru. But why should we double-
count a death from a noncommunicable 
disease like a heart attack or diabetes, 
which strikes mostly in advanced nations, 
but ignore a death from a communicable 
disease, most of which are more common 
in poorer nations like Peru?

The HW statistic also includes each 
country’s obesity rate. This seems reason-
able on its face, but the U.S. obesity rate is 
one reason that U.S. life expectancy isn’t 
even higher than it is—and to add obe-
sity in separately is to double-count the 
effects of obesity. Indeed, an obese U.S. 
person dying before age 70 of a heart at-
tack or other noncommunicable disease is 
effectively triple-counted against the United 
States, while a non-obese Peruvian dying 
at the same age from pneumonia or tuber-
culosis (which might be more successfully 
treated in the United States) is not double- 
or triple-counted.

In short, SPI’s HW statistic makes the 
U.S. healthcare system look inadequate, 
but it is not a reasonable measure of coun-
tries’ health or of their healthcare systems.

The same article also featured a table 
showing an “Access to Basic Knowledge”  
(ABK) statistic. Here the United States 
was ranked forty-fifth in the world—sur-
prisingly, below Saudi Arabia, which is 
fortieth. But a quick look at the statistics 
table at the SPI website shows that the 

Congratulations, Contributors
We take great pleasure in saluting three outstanding contributors to Harvard 
Magazine for their work on readers’ behalf in 2015, and happily confer on each a 
$1,000 honorarium.

A former Ledecky Undergraduate Fellow at this magazine, Spencer 
Lenfield ’12 wrote superb articles throughout and after his College 
studies. Now, it is more than fitting to salute him for “Line by Line,” 
his pitch-perfect portrait of poet and translator David Ferry, Ph.D. 
’55 (May-June, page 52), and his profile of publisher Adam Freuden-
heim (November-December, page 72)—both written as Lenfield 
completed his studies in Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar during the past 
academic year. We’re delighted to award him the McCord Writing 
Prize (honoring the legendary prose and verse that David T.W. Mc-

Cord ’21, A.M. ’22, L.H.D. ’56, composed for these pages and for the Harvard College 
Fund), and look forward to his next feature in these pages.

Dick Friedman ’73, a Sports Illustrated veteran, has covered the past 
two exciting Crimson football campaigns in vivid deadline accounts 
enlivened with historical context, humor, and pinpoint prose (see 
page 37). This year, he upped his game in “Murphy Time,” his pene-
trating November-December cover story about the coach who has 
become an exemplary recruiter, tactician, and teacher for hundreds 
of students. We celebrate Friedman’s many contributions with the 
Smith-Weld Prize (in memory of A. Calvert Smith ’14, a former 
secretary to the Governing Boards and executive assistant to President James 

Bryant Conant, and of Philip S. Weld ’36, a former president of the 
magazine), which honors thought-provoking writing about Harvard.

Illustrator Brad Yeo perfectly captured America’s crumbling infra-
structure—and the political underpinnings of the problem—in his 
imaginative, finely detailed cover for the July-August issue, accompanying 
Rosabeth Moss Kanter’s essay on the subject. We thank and recognize 
Yeo for his eye-catching conception and expert execution, the twin 
underpinnings of the illustrator’s art and craft. vThe Editors
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Sexual-assault information, and  
exhortations, seen on campus this fall
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