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explains, “and had no idea if I had gone 
completely nuts.” Rising confidence, along 
with a growing preference for the solitude 
and autonomy that literary art a!ords, led 
her to commit to writing full-time last 
year, including freelance nonfiction for The 
New Yorker’s blog.

Motherhood also played a role: “It made 
me more grateful for the time I have to 
write,” she adds—and ultimately more 
creative, especially while finishing Only the 
Animals in 2013. The nature of pregnancy, 
nursing, and caring for a newborn intensi-
fied her kinship with “the whole family of 
mammals.”

The book’s title stems from the work of 
Boria Sax: “What does it mean to be hu-
man? Perhaps only the animals can know.” 
Like Coetzee, Sax, an author and academic 
best known for his writings on animal-hu-
man relations, has influenced Dovey, who 
also admits to feeling “bewildered to the 
point of inaction in terms of the ethical re-
sponsibilities we have toward animals and 
the obligations we owe them as the domi-
nant species on earth. We treat animals in 
the most appalling ways right now.”

Aron Golberg requests a source for “I 
don’t mind your thinking you are a 
poached egg, as long as you don’t make 
me sit on pieces of hot buttered toast.” He 
notes that “the !rst few words may be in 
error, but the rest is accurate.”

David Rigney hopes someone can pro-
vide a source (Gandhi has been suggest-
ed) and original wording for the asser-
tion, “Always act in such a way as to not 
reduce the self-respect of the opponent.”

“…this is supernuts” (May-June). Dan-
iel Rosenberg located an attribution to 
the mathematician Richard Courant in a 
June 4, 2000, New York Times article, 
“There’s One Born Every Minute,” by the 
same Ed Regis who wrote Who Got Ein-
stein’s Of!ce.

“A generalization is useful” (July-
August). Bernard Witlieb identi!ed one 
potential—but less elegantly phrased— 
source, tracked down not in a work by  
Henry James but in his brother William’s 
lecture series published as The Variety of 
Religious Experience: A Study in Human Na-
ture. The relevant text, from “Lecture X: 
Conversion,” states, “One must know 
concrete instances !rst; for, as Professor 
[Louis] Agassiz used to say, one can see 
no farther into a generalization than just 
so far as one’s acquaintance with particu-
lars enables one to take it in”—suggesting 
Agassiz as the original source.

Send inquiries and answers to “Chapter 
and Verse,” Harvard Magazine, 7 Ware 
Street, Cambridge 02138 or via e-mail to 
chapterandverse@harvardmag.com.
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