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As a public defender,� Andrew Manuel Crespo ’05, J.D. ’08, met his first client on 
Christmas Eve 2011. Handcuffed and shackled, the client had just celebrated, in juvenile 
lockup, his eighth birthday. Seated, his feet didn’t touch the floor. “I remember walking 
in and just being stunned,” recalls the newly appointed assistant law professor. “Like, 
this is my job now: I represent eight-year-olds who are in handcuffs.” A two-time 
Supreme Court clerk and the first Latino president of the Harvard Law Review, Crespo 
aims to interrogate the gap between the criminal-justice system’s ideals and its reality. 
That gap “crystallized” for him during first-year “Criminal Law”; his own students now 
probe the same disparity in Crespo’s popular course “Popular Criminalism.” Before 
turning to law, Crespo was a social-studies concentrator who examined how Boston 
community organizations knit connections among ethnic groups. His thesis adviser, 
Kennedy School senior lecturer Marshall Ganz, recalls a student who could “dive into 
the nitty-gritty” and still master the “broader context”—like a great composer, able 
to originate a theme, but also “get every note right.” The musical analogy is apt, given 
Crespo’s guiltiest secret: a cappella. He performed with the Veritones throughout 
college, and a Veritones friend introduced him to his future wife—Abby Shafroth ’04, 
J.D. ’08, now a civil-rights attorney—on the Dudley Co-op dance floor. Well aware 
that the justice system is flawed, Crespo nevertheless connects it to his favorite col-
lege memories of “long discussions and debates” among his best friends. “The law,” he 
says, “continues that same conversation about our social fabric—the values we care 
about, and how we make them real, in lived, daily experience.” vmichael zuckerman
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cation: “to give people a meaningful life, 
a sense of introspection, a sense of what 
civic duty is”—in other words, to cultivate 
those “citizens and citizen leaders.” Until 
recently, the College dean’s office—popu-
larly associated with students’ House, 
extracurricular, and social lives—has not 
been seen as driving this kind of discourse. 
Khurana, therefore, has become a present 
dean, quietly bringing up questions of val-
ues and reflection in his everyday interac-
tions across campus. His active Instagram 
feed chronicles formal meetings as well as 
selfies taken with students at events like 
Yardfest and basketball games. There are 
deeper messages, too. In November, for 
example, he posted a 15-year-old rejection 
letter from a prestigious academic journal, 
accompanied by a piece of advice his wife 
gave him at the time. This same balance of 
confidence, introspection, and humility 
comes through in private conversations 
and public remarks. Self-deprecatingly, he 
likes to remind students that the College 
rejected him. 

His role in the review of the General 
Education program, a five-year-old sys-
tem of requirements for College students, 
exemplifies the link he sees between the 
intellectual and personal transformations 
central to the Harvard experience (see 
“Tough Grading for Gen Ed,” page 32). In 
April, shortly before the release of the Gen 
Ed review committee’s relatively harsh 
five-year report, Khurana and dean of un-
dergraduate education Jay Harris held 
the first of a series of faculty town-hall 
meetings to discuss the College curricu-
lum. What he heard there, he says, was a 
“consensus”: that the College should help 
students develop a system for intellectual 
engagement, and that more meaningful in-
teractions between faculty members and 
students is the best way to do so. Both 
groups have recalled such meetings—in 
which faculty members shared their sto-
ries, and students found mentors—as cen-
tral to their Harvard experience. “My role 
is WD-40,” Khurana says: helping facili-
tate these interactions and thereby break 
down those divisions to create one College 
community. 

Khurana defines Harvard by a sense 
of restlessness, constantly striving to be 
the best. “I think Gen Ed also says excel-
lence for what. It’s excellence for educating 
citizens and citizen leaders for a changing 
world,” he reflects. “It’s very exciting that 
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