
When students vacate Winthrop House after Commencement 
2016, they will make way for something new in the program of 
undergraduate residences: not just stem-to-stern renovation, 
but significant fresh construction, in the form of a five-story ad-
dition to Gore Hall that will accommodate more than 50 stu-
dents now living in overflow apartments on DeWolfe Street; a 
separate master’s residence; and enlarged dining facilities.

The plans, unveiled in February, suggest the work to be under-
taken at the second House to be wholly redone. (Construction 
is now under way at Dunster House, which is expected to receive 
its returning residents for this coming fall term.) “Winthrop East,” 
the addition to Gore Hall, will replace surface garages at the 
corner of Plympton and Mill streets. In addition to student living 
quarters, it will provide classroom and socializing spaces, for 
which designs are incomplete. (Such features appear in the prior 

renovations, including the overhaul of Quincy House’s Stone Hall 
and the current work at Dunster.) The plan also includes a glass-
enclosed rooftop common room and open-air terrace with views 
of Cambridge, the Boston skyline, and the Charles River.

The design adapts a modern architectural idiom, rather than 
attempting to blend in with the existing façade. As Elizabeth 
Leber, a partner with project architects Beyer, Blinder, Belle, told 
the Harvard Gazette, “We felt that it was appropriate that a build-
ing should be of its time, rather than trying to be what it’s not. 
Winthrop House has a number of wonderful entablatures that 
announce entries and provide a good deal of character and stat-
ure to the building. What we’re proposing is a contemporary 
way of using similar traditional materials.”

The master’s residence will be created by reconstructing a 
wood-frame building at the corner of Plympton Street and Me-
morial Drive and linking it to Gore Hall. The expansion and 
improvement of the existing dining hall, to accommodate the 
enlarged number of House residents, encompasses lowering the 
adjacent outdoor terrace to make it accessible from the dining 
area. This will also admit more natural light into the two-story 
hall, where the lower story is below grade.

During the 2016-2017 academic year, Winthrop House resi-
dents will relocate to the former Inn at Harvard and other 
nearby swing spaces; their House is to reopen in the fall of 2017.

See harvardmag.com/winthrop-15 for additional details 
and images.

P u t t i n g  t h e  “ n e w ”  

i n  h o u s e  r e n e w a l

ers is Archbishop Desmond Tutu, LL.D. 
’79, a Nobel laureate and former member 
of Harvard’s Board of Overseers, whose 
campaigning against apartheid in South 
Africa famously led to his support for Uni-
versity divestment of investments in com-
panies that operated there—a step then-
president Derek Bok declined to take. 
The alumni advocates of divestment also 
announced a Fossil Free Alumni Fund, 
for donations to an investment vehicle de-
signed by the Natural Resources Defense 
Council. The University would receive 

the proceeds “when the Harvard Corpo-
ration publicly commits to divesting from 
fossil fuels.” If Harvard has not commit-
ted to divestment by the end of 2025, the 
funds would be directed to tax-exempt 
climate-change organizations. A law-
suit challenging Harvard’s investment in 
fossil-fuel companies, brought by student 
divestment advocates last fall, was dis-
missed in mid March for lack of standing.

On Your Honor
Having� adopted an honor code for under-

graduates in May 2014, the Faculty of Arts 
and Sciences discussed its implementation 
(beginning this fall) at its meeting on March 
3, and expressed hope of enacting the lan-
guage and procedures for use during a meet-
ing later this spring. Incoming undergrad-
uates would be educated about the code, 
and would write a personal response to it 
upon matriculation, and students would 
affirm their awareness of the code at regis-
tration (without having to actually pledge 
their acceptance of it). For students’ signed 
affirmations for final exams, theses, and all 

Winthrop house renovation plans include a five-story addition 
to Gore hall at Plympton and Mill streets (below). a house on 
Memorial drive (above right) becomes the master’s residence.H
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