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Athletics Angles
Anent the letter  in the March-April 
issue (page 8) about football: should Har-
vard not take the lead in banning this dan-
gerous sport? There is compelling evi-
dence of lasting—and potentially lethal 
(suicide)—psychological/neurological 
adverse sequelae following  the repeated 

occult cerebral injuries incurred by the 
players. They are inevitable by the nature 
of the game.

Giulio J. D’Angio, M.D. ’45
Philadelphia

Editor’s note: For other views and news, see 
the next letter; the book review by for-
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On My Honor
Harvard undergraduates� now have 
an honor code—spelling out expectations 
of integrity in their academic work, as leg-
islated by the Faculty of Arts and Sciences 
(FAS) last spring. This fall, they will have 
to “affirm their awareness” (emphasis added) 
of the code, but not take an oath to accept 
the values it embodies or conform to its 
standards—see harvardmag.com/honor-
code-15. (Whatever their position on the 
code’s merits, students are bound by its 
standards, much as they operate subject to 
civil and criminal law in the larger society.) 
Entering freshmen and sophomores will also 
write briefly about academic integrity.

The honor code, in the making since 
2010 (and given greater urgency during the 
2012-2013 academic-misconduct investiga-
tion and ensuing punishment of dozens of 
students for impermissible collaboration 
on a take-home final exam) was never go-
ing to be punitive. For example, students 
will not be compelled, or asked, to report 
on apparent violations by their peers. The 
language about affirming awareness of the 
code, delicately drafted during the past 
year in response to some professors’ objec-
tions to any kind of oath, and questions 
about the efficacy of the measures en-
acted (see harvardmag.com/honorcode), 
makes the code, its student-faculty honor 
board—and its encouragements to faculty 

members to raise such issues in class—an 
effort to alter the culture on campus. The 
true aim of creating a code in an age of cut-
and-paste and collaborative assignments, 
its proponents explain, is to prompt ex-
plicit understanding of previously implicit 
assumptions about norms within an aca-
demic community.

This is real progress. But the single best 
opportunity to foster those conversations 
came during the lamentable events of 2012-
2013, when more than 100 students were 
ensnared in an Administrative Board in-
vestigation of their behavior. At least one 
House master held forums to air the is-
sues; presumably resident tutors, depart-
mental leaders, and others did, too. But no 
community conversations for freewheel-
ing discussion of academic expectations 
among professors and students were con-
vened: by the administration, FAS, or even 
students themselves or their Undergradu-
ate Council.

In choosing to direct so much of the 
discussion into formal channels (commit-
tee deliberations, faculty meetings, and 
legislation), an important teaching mo-
ment was lost. Such forums would have 
been risky, to be sure—but at worst, too 
few people would have attended. At best, 
the conversation could have been more 
organic, more vivid, and, in all likelihood, 
more meaningful for advancing a healthy 
College academic culture.

v john s�. ros�enberg, Editor
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mer Harvard College dean 
Harry Lewis, page 65; and 
Brevia, page 27.

w.c. dowling’s� letter and 
Dick Friedman’s “amplifi-
cation” about “walk-ons” 
prompts me to recount my 
own participation in Har-
vard basketball as an ex-
treme case.

Though I had played the 
sport in city and YMCA 
leagues in Racine, Wisconsin, I had never 
even gone out for my high-school team. 
When the call came for tryouts for the 
Crimson freshman team in 1949 (fresh-
men were ineligible for varsity in those 
days), I signed up just for the exercise. I 
was baffled when I remained after each cut 
was made by Floyd Wilson, then freshman 
(and later, varsity) coach. He apparently 
saw something in me that I was not aware 
of—for I not only made first string but in 
our final game against the Yale freshmen I 
limited their star to 9 points and made 16 
as high scorer in our win. Although I let-
tered the next three years, that was the 
high point of my college basketball career.

But subsequently I was a starter on a 
European U.S. military all-star team for an 
international tournament in Cap d’Antibes 
(Dean Smith of North Carolina fame was 
on the second five), and then was player-
coach for many years on college faculty 
intramural teams. While I most value my 
Harvard years for their intellectual stimu-
lation, I remain grateful for that athletic 
nurturing as well.

Fores�t Hans�en ’53
Easton, Md.

climAte-chAnge exchAnge
While pres�ident faus�t has wisely 
elected to be politically correct by using 
the words “climate change,” rather than the 
Al Gore tag of “global warming” (The View 
from Mass Hall, March-April, page 3), I won-
der if she is displaying a lack of humility to 
Mother Nature in suggesting that, despite 
millions of years of highly variable climate 
change, there is a “role that research univer-
sities can play in combating climate change.”

F. Gregg Bemis� Jr., M.B.A. ’54
Santa Fe

I was� bemus�ed, but not surprised, to see 
President Faust touting Harvard’s Center 

for Green Buildings and 
Cities as an approach to 
fighting climate change. 
Such a center presumably 
can’t hurt. But it certainly 
can’t help to have the most 
prestigious educational 
institution in the country 
steadfastly sticking to a 
course of investing in cli-
mate-destroying fossil fuels 
for profit. Faust has backed 
this course and has stone-

walled the students who will have to live in 
the world created by climate change, refus-
ing even to meet with them until it became 
a tactic to try to get them out of Massachu-
setts Hall.

Harvard and Faust are morally disgraced 
by this course. If the world behaves in a 
sane fashion and rapidly phases out fossil 
fuels, they will lose a lot of money as well.

Doug Burke ’67
Oak Park, Ill.

Alumni urging  the University to divest 
fossil-fuel stocks have chosen the wrong 
target. Eighty-seven percent of the world’s 
energy is derived today from fossil fuels and 
divestment will not alter that. The path to ef-
fectively addressing climate change leads not 
to Cambridge but to Paris, where the global 
climate conference will be held in November.

Advocates claim that, regardless of 
global warming, retention of oil stocks is 
an unwise investment. Harvard’s financial 
managers (and many other investors) dis-
agree. Advocates point to recent oil-price 
declines, but this did not derive from fall-
ing demand (quite the contrary), but rather 
from additional production at shale forma-
tions in North Dakota and Texas. However, 
this additional production is unlikely to 
depress prices long term, since the addi-
tional three million barrels per day from 
U.S. shale is a tiny fraction of the 90 million 
barrels consumed daily worldwide.

Advocates further claim that the South 
African [divestment] experience is a use-
ful precedent. However, the analogy is 
inapposite. South Africa, with less than 1 
percent of the world’s population, was a 
rogue state conducting a violent racist re-
gime that necessarily yielded to accepted 
moral standards. By contrast, the produc-
tion and consumption of oil is the world’s 
largest enterprise, reaching into every 
country in the planet, conducted daily by 
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speAk up, pleAse
Har vard Magazine welcomes letters 
on its contents. Please write to “Let-
ters,” Harvard Magazine, 7 Ware Street, 
Cambridge 02138, send comments by e-
mail to your turn@har  vard.edu, use our 
website, www.harvard maga zine. com, 
or fax us at 617-495-0324. Letters may 
be edited to fit the available space. 

willing producers and willing buyers in a 
peaceful manner.

The heart of the matter is that world 
oil demand is on a steady upward trend. 
Divestment protestors will themselves ar-
rive in Cambridge by car or plane. A rural 
subsistence farmer in Myanmar owns only 
three tangible assets: the tin roof over his 
shed, a cow, and a motorcycle. World oil 
production will push ahead to keep up 
with increasing demand. Thus even if one 
assumes that all U.S. universities were 
to dump all their fossil-fuel stocks, this 
would have no effect either on the world-
wide oil supply/demand equation, or on 
climate change itself.

The answer lies in a technological shift 
to global non-carbon energy sources with 
a worldwide conservation policy in the 
meantime.

William H. Nickers�on ’61
Greenwich, Conn.

globAlizAtion gAins
Stephanie garlock’s�  “How Globaliza-
tion Begets Inequality” (March-April, page 
11) wrongly suggests that China’s poorest 
workers have not greatly benefited from glo-
balization. Income inequality and the Gini 
index do not speak at all to the great im-
provement in livelihoods brought about by 
more than two decades of real GDP growth 
above 10 percent annually. It has been re-
cently estimated that more than 300 mil-
lion people have been lifted out of poverty in 
the last 30 years. My recent travels to China 
clearly reveal a much richer and more confi-
dent populace than was the case in the 1980s.

It may be that the article misunder-
stands or has over-interpreted the work 
of professors Eric Maskin and Michael 
Kremer. They acknowledge that “grow-
ing average wages are proof of globaliza-
tion’s benefits.” They focus on the need for 
education but it may be that market forces 
will insure progress in this area. Demo-
graphic changes in upcoming decades will 

reduce the supply of labor in most devel-
oping countries, so increased training and 
education will be needed to improve pro-
ductivity and maintain competitiveness.

Finally, it is clearly true that China’s 
growing income and wealth inequality 
is causing some concern and resentment 
among the populace. President Xi Jin-
ping’s attack on corruption among the 
elites is designed, in part, to defuse the is-
sue. This is a delaying tactic that will do 
little to correct the trend. China, like the 
United States, may need to tackle this is-
sue more directly through tools such as 
taxation, but it may also be that demo-
graphic trends will offer a correcting in-
fluence as labor becomes more scarce and 
more valuable and, possibly, capital will 
earn lower returns.

John Krafft, M.B.A. ’76
Lone Tree, Colo.

momentous imAge
I have always� considered the photo of 
the occupiers of University Hall (included in 
“His Own ‘Decisive Moment,’” March-April, 
page 61) to be striking as well as historic. 
Thus I was interested to learn of the post-
1969 career of Tim Carlson, the photogra-
pher. I’ll submit one minor correction: the 
police bust took place in the morning, not 
in the nighttime. As a proctor in Weld Hall 
at the time, I witnessed the bust.

Joel Studebaker, Ph.D. ’71
Princeton, N.J.

Editor’s note: The police entered Harvard 
Yard just before sunrise—at 4:55 a.m. The 
use of “predawn” might have avoided 
causing confusion.

building budgets
Egads�! The editorial in the March-April is-
sue (“Bricks and Mortar,” page 2) implied 
that the expansion of the Kennedy School 
of Government, an institution dedicated to 
training our future public servants, will cost 
an astounding $1,500 per square foot. Surely 
there is no better argument for the need for a 
scalpel-wielding dean. Perhaps the magazine 
might solicit a future article from the appro-
priate University official in charge of capital 
projects to explain costs and financing in 
relation to scope and purpose, accompanied 
by a table outlining recent and near-future 
projects along with their costs per square 
foot (total and construction), size, type of 
construction (office, lab, etc.), new or reno-

vation, and any qualifying comments. One 
way or the other, let us know the response.

Bob Cook ’68
Director emeritus, Arnold Arboretum 

(1989-2009)
Brookline, Mass.

mAtters of degrees
The s�quib regarding the Honorable Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg (“Brevia,” March-April, 
page 25) indicates that she graduated from 
Harvard Law School in 1959. That is not 
true. Ginsburg dropped out in 1957, fol-
lowing her first year. [Editor’s note: She trans-
ferred to Columbia Law School, when her 
husband took a job in New York.]

Academies understandably like to pub-
licize luminaries among their graduates. 
However, by misrepresenting such an ac-
complishment, neither you nor Ginsburg 
honors our institution. HLS has less need 
than perhaps any other law school for such 
aggrandizement, either false or true.

Ernes�t M. Thayer, LL.B. ’59
San Francisco

Editor’s note: Harvard records the class 
year of those who enroll in a degree pro-
gram—hence Ginsburg, L ’59, or College 
dropout Bill Gates ’77. Those who com-
plete degrees are so designated—as Mr. 
Thayer is (above). The magazine adheres 
to this University standard.

Thank you for another good read in the 
March-April issue. The magazine usually 
adds the Harvard degrees to the names men-
tioned in articles, so I am wondering why no 
degrees were mentioned in “An Extra Layer 
of Care” (page 33). Joanne Wolfe, Andrew 
Billings, and Atul Gawande are all gradu-
ates of Harvard Medical School. Joanne and 
I celebrated our twenty-fifth reunion last 
year, so in the article she should have been 
listed as Joanne Wolfe, M.D. ’89.

Edward Chen, M.D. ’89 
Needham, Mass.

Editor’s note: We do not list degrees for fac-
ulty members; it seems overkill, and their 
faculty affiliation is what matters most to 
readers. For alumnae/i who are not fac-
ulty members, we try always to list the de-
grees—their principal University affiliation.

pAlliAtive cAre
In “An Extra Layer of Care,” by Debra Brad-
ley Ruder, regarding “the progress of pal-
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liative medicine” at Massachusetts General 
Hospital, it was encouraging to read that 
relief of suffering has become a focus of pa-
tient care. But I was left with many unan-
swered questions.

The cancer patient Eric Buck is referred 
by his physician “to specialists to address 
his emotional and spiritual struggles.” It 
was not clear whether these “specialists” 
(chaplains, social workers, psychologists?) 
are on the staff or out in the community; 
if they are not professionals on the staff at 
MGH, the scope of treatment is sadly lack-
ing—and hardly progressive. It was good 
to read that there is a “staff harpist,” but in 
general the approach seems far from holis-
tic. What about a music therapist, medita-
tion (University of Massachusetts Medi-
cal Center has developed highly effective 
treatments) and body workers (massage 
and Reiki)?

Some of these modalities are not cov-
ered by third-party payers, but they are 
relatively small expenditures for a major 
teaching hospital. Perhaps all these other 
approaches are integrated into the patient 
care and simply not mentioned. If not, 

there are other hospitals with much more 
progressive programs. Physicians are cru-
cial for pain medication, and on some oc-
casions to prescribe psychoactive drugs, 
but many dimensions of suffering can only 
be treated by other professionals.

Gene Gall, M.Div. ’74
Cumberland, Md.

The author responds: The palliative-care 
programs at all the Harvard Medical School 
teaching hospitals do, indeed, include or 
work closely with staff chaplains, social 
workers, and other professionals to help 
relieve patients’ physical, emotional, and 
spiritual distress, although some patients 
may seek outside help. Integrative therapies 
such as massage, acupuncture, stress man-
agement, and yoga are typically available at 
these hospitals, too; the staff harpist I men-
tioned is trained in therapeutic harp.

Palliative-care  teams may include 
“physicians, nurses, social workers, chap-
lains, and others.” Lawyers are an impor-
tant component of that last, catch-all cate-
gory. “Medical-legal partnerships” combine 

medical and legal services to address so-
cial determinants of health for vulnerable 
populations. If a moldy apartment is not 
up to code, a child’s asthma cannot im-
prove. As the co-founder of Terra Firma, 
the first medical-legal partnership specifi-
cally for released unaccompanied immi-
grant children, we integrate mental health, 
pediatric, and immigration legal services 
to promote resilience in child survivors 
of trauma. Recently, I spoke on a panel 
about medical-legal partnerships with a 
palliative-care doc-
tor. Though our pa-
tients and clients 
were worlds apart, 
the need to holisti-
cally address health 
and legal problems collaboratively, rather 
than in silos, was resounding.

Brett Stark, J.D. ’12
Brooklyn

computing duo
“computing in the clas�s�room” (by So-
phia Nguyen, March-April, page 48) might 
have included the efforts of graduates Ali 

Visit harvardmag.
com/extras for 
additional letters.
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and Hadi Partovi (both A.B. and S.M. ’94) 
to encourage the teaching of computer 
programming in public classrooms. Their 
nonprofit website, Code.org. [mentioned 
in the text], contains extensive resources 
for anyone interested in learning or teach-
ing computer programming. In addition, the 
Partovis created the annual “Hour of Code.”

Judith E. Bevans�, Ed.M. ’69
Blacksburg, Va.

The author responds: The article was in-
tended to focus on those working more 
directly with teachers and school systems 
with an eye toward changing classroom 
pedagogy, but I thank Judith Bevans for 
this chance to acknowledge the Partovi 
brothers. As she points out, their Code.org 
has been a major force behind the “Coding 
for All” movement.

stoughton scholAr
Thanks� for the reproduction of the por-
trait of William Stoughton and the refer-
ences to him (Treasure, “Early BMOCs,” 
March-April, page 80). When I was a grad-
uate student in city planning at the Kennedy 

School in the early 1980s, I was the recipient 
of an award made possible by the William 
Stoughton Bequest of 1701.

This assistance not only made my grad-
uate study possible, but provided me with 
an opportunity to meet Seamus Malin, 
who signed the letter notifying me of the 
award [see “The Shots Heard Round the 
World,” May-June 1994, page 38].

I never get tired of telling people that I 
went to Harvard thanks to the generos-
ity of someone who, if he did not himself 
believe in witches, certainly lived in a time 
when it was possible to do so.

Ned Daly, M.C.R.P. ’83
Needham, Mass.

All hAil hAle!
Once again the “Brief Life” series captures 
the essence of a life well lived: the January-
February issue offers a superlative example 
in Rev. Edward Everett Hale (Vita, page 54). 
His motto, “Look up and not down; Look 
forward and not back; Look out and not 
in; Lend a Hand!” is as motivating today as 
it was in the 1800s. As a board member of 
the Lend A Hand Society, I am pleased to 

report that over 120 years later his institu-
tion is still going strong. We’re still raising 
resources from the more fortunate to help 
the less fortunate. We’re still lending a hand!

William T. Gregor ’66, M.B.A. ’73
Boston

militAry motivAtions
In “Youthful Ardors” (The College Pump, 
March-April, page 72), President Drew 
Faust is quoted as describing our Civil 
War as “a military adventure undertaken 
as an occasion for heroics and glory....” I 
pray there’s a fuller context to this state-
ment.  Otherwise, it’s a reeking insult to the 
honorable motivations and brave actions of 
Northern soldiers intent on preserving our 
country and destroying slavery. Why must 
the intellectual community denigrate mili-
tary service even when absolutely necessary 
and painfully successful?

Joel W. Johns�on, M.B.A. ’67
Scottsdale, Ariz.

Primus V offers fuller context: “A war that 
was expected to be short-lived instead ex-
tended for four (please turn to page 79)
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years and touched the life of nearly every 
American,” Faust wrote in This Republic of 
Suffering. “A military adventure undertaken 
as an occasion for heroics and glory turned 
into a costly struggle of suffering and loss.” 
We regret if the abbreviated account in 
The Pump led to any misunderstanding; 
Faust has written extensively on many as-
pects of the Civil War, and her scholarship 
is widely acclaimed.

griffith And trotter
I read with interest the reference to the 
new book by Dick Lehr ’76 on the film Birth 
of a Nation (Off the Shelf, March-April, page 
64). The blurb says, “The hitherto unreport-
ed confrontation between the Hollywood 
director D.W. Griffith and Monroe Trotter, 
A.B. 1895, A.M. ’96.”

I found this wording curious. In the fall 
of 1974 I was one of the leaders of a protest 
against the showing of the film Birth of a Na-
tion at Adams House. We surrounded the 
projector and insisted that if the film was to 
be shown that there should be a discussion 

rather than the film shown as entertain-
ment. Those who originally arranged the 
showing decided, as a result, to cancel it.

Beginning the following day there was 
a major debate that unfolded around the 
film and the protest. There were those 
who said that we challenged freedom of 
speech. Dr. Ewart Guinier, chairman of 
the Afro-American Studies department, 
came to our defense. In an op-ed published 
in The Harvard Crimson, Guinier compared 
what we had done with the protests orga-
nized by William Monroe Trotter in Bos-
ton in 1915 when the film was first shown.

I wanted to bring this to the attention 
of Harvard Magazine. While I am excited to 
hear about the publication of Dick Lehr’s 
book and wish to take nothing away from 
him, I think that it is critical to set the re-
cord straight. The struggle led by Trotter 
against the film may not be well known, 
but it was known. Guinier made sure to 
remind us of Trotter’s role and why the 
stand that several of us took that fall eve-
ning in 1974 was the right thing to do.

Bill Fletcher Jr. ’76
Mitchellville, Md.

AmplificAtions
The article “Good Design” (March-April 
2015) referred incorrectly to the nonprofit 
with which Toshiko Mori Architect (TMA) 
partnered in Senegal as “Le Kinkeliba.” After 
the French medical nongovernmental orga-
nization Le Kinkeliba ceased operations, its 
American affiliate changed its name from 
American Friends of Le Kinkeliba to Ameri-
can Friends of Le Korsa—TMA’s partner. 
The article also described the brickwork 
patterns in TMA’s Senegal project as remi-
niscent of Bauhaus tapestries; they were in 
fact meant to evoke the brickwork of Bau-
haus faculty member Josef Albers. The ar-
ticle stated as well that a public interest de-
sign certificate program at the University of 
Minnesota launched last fall. That program’s 
timeline has been pushed back, and a similar 
program—the first of its kind—has since 
launched at Portland State University.

Vijay Iyer (Harvard Portrait, March-April, 
page 23), is Rosenblatt professor of the arts.

An editing error caused the misspelling, 
in a caption, of the name of education pro-
fessor Tina Grotzer (“Computing in the 
Classroom,” March-April, page 49).

letters (continued from page 10)
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