
J O H N  H A R V A R D ' S  J O U R N A L

We recognize four outstanding contributors to Harvard Maga-
zine for their work on readers’ behalf in 2014, and happily confer 
on each a $1,000 honorarium.

Contributing editor Adam Kirsch ’97—critic, essayist, poet—
has long crafted beautifully written articles for the magazine. It 
is fitting to honor him again for “Extracting the Woodchuck” 
(January-February, page 44), a penetrating, fresh assessment of 
Robert Frost. We take genuine pleasure in awarding him the 
McCord Writing Prize, named for David T.W. McCord ’21, A.M. ’22, L.H.D. ’56, in 
recognition of his legendary prose and verse composed for these pages and for the 
Harvard College Fund.

The talented Michael Zuckerman ’10 (a writer, Lowell House resident tutor, and 
first-year Harvard Law student) took readers inside undergraduate life today in 
“The Lowell Speeches Project” (September-October, page 37), a model of warmth 

and clarity. He also reported in print in the same issue (“Citizen 
Scholars,” page 24) and has written astutely online, on Teach for 
America and other topics. It is fitting to celebrate his contribu-
tions with the Smith-Weld Prize which honors thought-provoking 
writing about Harvard in memory of A. Calvert Smith ’14, a for-
mer secretary to the Governing Boards and executive assistant 
to President James Bryant Conant, and of Philip S. Weld ’36, a 
former president of the magazine.

In a society divided by widening inequality—a fissure too 
easily overlooked from the comfortable confines of Harvard’s 
campus—sociologist Matthew Desmond has 

opened eyes by examining the effects of eviction on the nation’s 
poor. Photojournalist Michael Kienitz documented the phenom-
enon in the indelible images that appeared on the cover and accom-
panied “Disrupted Lives” (January-February, page 38), a feature 
on Desmond’s work by contributing editor Elizabeth Gudrais ’01. 
It was essential that the photographs treat their subjects with 
the dignity and respect that Desmond brings to his work; it was a 
privilege to publish this portfolio.

How to illustrate an idea? That was the challenge art director 
Jennifer Carling put to Taylor Callery as she 
reviewed “Disruptive Genius” (July-August, page 38), a profile of 
Clayton Christensen by deputy editor Craig Lambert ’69, Ph.D. 
’78 (see also page 27, this issue). Callery responded with a vivid 
cover, depicting the displacement of lumbering automobiles from 
Detroit by nimbler Japanese imports, and in the article itself, with 
imaginative renderings such as an animated herd of mini disk drives 
chucking a bigger, earlier model over a cliff: disruptive innovation 
personified.

We warmly thank all four. !The Editors
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nominal $6.5-billion goal has now been 
disclosed. That raises all sorts of develop-
ment guessing games. Will Harvard Law 
School, which unveils its fund drive next 
spring, be content to announce a lower 
target than, say, Harvard Kennedy School’s 
$500 million? If the Law School seeks as 

little as $400 million, can the central ad-
ministration’s aspirations (which include 
at least hundreds of millions of dollars to 
build the new Allston facility for most of 
the School of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences) actually be accommodated by 
the remaining $400 million nominally to 

be raised? Or is the $6.5-billion figure an 
artifice intended to top Stanford’s last 
campaign total—and a sum the fundrais-
ers hoped to exceed comfortably, to ac-
commodate known needs (not to mention 
those farther down on decanal wish lists)? 
If the latter, the bet appears to have been 
a good one, given the torrid pace of fun-
draising. Gifts received and pledged are 
well beyond the $4.3 billion announced 
as of last June 30 (see “Capitalizing,” No-
vember-December 2014, page 26), long 
since augmented by the $350-million en-
dowment gift for public health and other 
benefactions. Whether or not the goal is 
formally raised, the arithmetic suggests 
additional aspirations.

“The Next Era of Computing”
Happily for the recording secretary, 
sprinting to keep up with such large num-
bers, there may soon be a homemade app 
for that. A gift from former Microsoft CEO 
Steve Ballmer ’77, announced the same day 
as the HMS dinner, will underwrite a 50 
percent expansion of SEAS’s computer-
science faculty, now with 24 ladder-track 
positions (tenured, associate, and assistant 
professors), plus associated lecturers and 
other teachers.

Discussing the gift (its size was not dis-
closed; endowing a new full professorship 
at SEAS costs $6 million), Ballmer talked 
about readying the faculty for “the next 
era of computing” in fields such as ma-
chine learning and computational theory, 
which he saw as propelling “the next wave 
of innovation and research.” More broadly, 
he characterized computer science as “the 
operating system for innovation,” with ap-
plications not only in information technol-
ogy but in humanities and social-science 
research, medicine, and elsewhere.

David Parkes, Colony professor of com-
puter science and SEAS’s area dean for 
computer science, who joined Ballmer 
in the conversation, sketched the poten-
tial for both fundamental and applied 
advances in virtually every other field of 
inquiry. When a several-year process of 
recruiting and hiring is complete, and the 
enlarged computer-sciences cohort is re-
housed across the Charles River, Ballmer 
said, Harvard should have ascended from 
the ranks of a “very good department” to 
top-tier status alongside such institutions 
as MIT, Stanford, and Carnegie Mellon. 
A comprehensive report on Ballmer’s gift 
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