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tion. Beyond studios, students fill in their 
track requirements with other courses in 
both art history and the GSD. During the 
past two years, several new offerings have 
been created to accommodate them, in-
cluding an architectural history and theo-
ry tutorial in FAS, and an undergraduate-
only section within a standard GSD course 
(“Buildings, Texts, and Contexts I,” taught 
by Hays and professor of architectural his-
tory Erika Naginski). 

Mulligan and Smith’s Construction Lab, 
first offered in the fall of 2013, extends a sev-
en-week intensive boot camp for students 
entering the GSD’s master’s of architecture 
program. Mulligan recently served as facul-
ty administrator of that program; he knows 
the kind of skills that entering graduate stu-
dents have, and has translated that knowl-
edge to the undergraduate level. The course 
feels intentionally unprogrammed: assign-

ments ask students to 
think about concepts 
like equilibrium and in-
habitable space in ways 
that are often more 
sculptural or technical 
than overtly architec-
tural. “The best thing 
we can do,” he explains, 
“is to try to prepare 
them, their way of learn-
ing and their way of be-
ing self-critical, without 
necessarily engaging 
directly in conventional 
architectural projects—
like, design a shelter of 
some kind.”

Students say their dual identities as art 
historians and potential budding archi-
tects have offered a unique and unexpect-

ed opportunity. Several 
have taken part in their 
department’s annual soph-
omore-excursion course, 
which included a trip to 
Amsterdam last spring. 
Thomas professor of the 
history of art and architec-
ture Joseph Koerner, the 
director of undergraduate 
studies within the depart-
ment, says that having stu-

dents with studio architecture experience 
has deepened conversations in more tra-
ditional classes. “The study of art is very 
much enhanced by seeing people around 
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Katherine Ingersoll ’15  
and Samia Kayyali ’15 
work on the construction 
lab’s final project in the 
GSD’s wood shop.

Last September, the presidents of Harvard and Stanford, 
Drew Faust and John L. Hennessy, wrote a joint op-ed in the 
Huffington Post that outlined “What Universities Can Do About 
Climate Change.” Highlighting their institutions’ “wealth of intel-
lectual resources across fields” and overall convening power, 
they argued that universities must pursue “powerful long-term 
solutions.” In the months following, several significant campus 
initiatives have begun to sketch the shape of those efforts at 
Harvard.

In October, the University unveiled an ambitious five-year 
sustainability plan, setting out commitments in five core areas: 
energy and emissions, campus operations, nature and ecosys-
tems, health and well-being, and culture and learning. As Faust 
wrote in September, universities are large employers with sig-
nificant physical plants, so they must “walk the walk” by “piloting 
and modeling effective operational practices.” Harvard’s new 
plan builds on existing commitments to reduce greenhouse-gas 
emissions 30 percent from a 2006 baseline by 2016 (including 
any additional emissions from new facilities). The new plan adds 
promises to reduce waste per capita 50 percent by 2020 and 
create action plans on issues like transportation and resilience 
in the face of challenges like sea-level rise and extreme weather 
events. (For a more detailed report, see harvardmag.com/
sustainability-14.)

Beyond such local commitments, Faust and Hennessy noted 
the far more significant contributions to progress that universi-
ty-based research will make. To that end, on November 7, the 
newly inaugurated Harvard Center for Green Buildings and Cit-
ies hosted its first annual challenge conference. Based at the 
Graduate School of Design, the center seeks design-based solu-

tions that, as the center’s founding director Ali Malkawi put it, 
will help “fundamentally shift the ways humans use energy in 
the long term.” The conference, which featured presentations 
from architects, scientists, and politicians, was intended to help 

set the center’s future research agenda. (For a complete report, 
see harvardmag.com/greencities-14.)

Even as these developments proceeded, campus debates con-
tinued to highlight the one area where Faust and her Stanford 
counterpart have differed in their responses to climate change: 
divestment of endowment holdings in fossil-fuel companies. In 
May, Stanford announced its divestment from coal-mining com-
panies (though not from fossil-fuel companies overall). At Har-
vard, the fall saw continued back and forth between Faust and 
the Harvard Corporation and campus groups advocating for 
divestment. Harvard Faculty for Divestment, which first sent an 
open letter calling for divestment last April, had more than 200 
colleagues signed on by November, more than double the initial 
number (see “Divestment Discussions,” November-December 
2014, page 35). On October 17, its leaders held a private discus-
sion with Faust and William F. Lee, the Corporation’s senior 
fellow; a week later, the group held its first public event, an open 
forum that featured presentations on the scientific and eco-
nomic arguments for divestment. (For a detailed report, see 
harvardmag.com/divestment-14.)

Meanwhile, student activism has gained intensity. On No-
vember 18, seven students from the Law School and the Col-
lege, acting as the Harvard Climate Justice Coalition, filed a 
lawsuit against the University in Suffolk County Superior 
Court. The 11-page complaint—which names the Corpora-
tion, Harvard Management Company, and then-Massachusetts 
attorney general Martha M. Coakley as defendants—claims 
that continued investment in fossil-fuel companies represents 
a “mismanagement of charitable funds” and a violation of Har-
vard’s 1650 charter.
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