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says leader Rachel McNeill, a Wisconsin na-
tive who was medically retired from service 
in 2010. So far, that has entailed renovat-
ing an art room at the Mather Elementary 
School and creating work spaces for teach-
ers who had none at the John W. McCor-
mack Middle School.

When McNeill moved to Boston to enroll 
at Harvard, she already had friends here, 
but says, “It would have been easy for me 
to isolate myself.” Instead, she found a way 
to continue serving by applying her visual 
communications degree at Warrior Writ-
ers, which teaches veterans to use the arts to 
understand and express their experiences. 
McNeill formed and built a local chapter 
and was instrumental in publishing two an-
thologies of veterans’ writings and artwork; 
in fact, she spent her six-month TMC fel-
lowship at Warrior Writers while finishing 
her bachelor’s degree. In April, she took on 
the Boston platoon where, as on every TMC 
project, veterans and civilians work togeth-
er, learning about and trusting each other 
more along the way.

Scheinberg knows the value of mediat-
ing such cultural divides. As a student at 
West Point on September 11, 2001, he was 
one of only a few cadets majoring in Ara-
bic. He was eventually sent to Iraq between 
2005 and 2007 as an infantry platoon leader, 
stationed just south of Baghdad in the so-
called Triangle of Death. “When I first got 
there, there were nightly raids and we were 
trying to get the bad guys off the streets,” 

he reports. “We soon realized that tactic 
wasn’t working and we needed more hearts-
and-minds work, and started getting money 
from our division to do social-support and 
civic-infrastructure projects.” Because he 
spoke Arabic and “understood the culture 
a little better than the others in the unit,” 
Scheinberg had already formed working re-
lationships with local officials, and was put 
in charge of the new “civil affairs” mission. 
“I had 90 projects with contractors and $10 
million in cash,” he says. “I was only 24 or 
25 and I ran my own contractors and town 
council meetings and I got a little paranoid 
because I was handing out large sums of 
money on a weekly basis to contractors and 
it was impossible to tell whether they were 
connected to insurgents or not.”

When he left the military, he returned 
to school and then went into consulting—
but found it lacked meaning. He eagerly 
took Kympton’s offer in 2012 to become 
TMC’s director of strategy and research, 
despite a wariness about traditional vet-
erans organizations. “I have met amazing 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam veter-
ans,” he says—including a man from his 
hometown, Philadelphia, who was a car-
ing pen pal during especially rough times 
in Iraq. But Scheinberg and many of his 
peers are put off by what they view as a 
primary focus on advocating for benefits.“I 
don’t like the approach of treating us like 
victims or charity cases,” he says. “I just 
didn’t want to be a part of it.”

At The Mission Continues, he 
points out, the benefits just keep 
coming. “I get to help my communi-
ty, and be a leader with other veter-
ans, all while building an organiza-
tion, which is very entrepreneurial,” 
he explains. “I do some high-level 
thinking, then go paint a local 
school and be with children—and 
showcase what a veteran can do.”

Like Scheinberg, Kympton never 
found the mission of private con-
sulting—“generating profits for our 
clients”—meaningful enough. He 
transferred to McKinsey’s social-
sector practice and worked for the 
FBI and the Department of De-
fense before being assigned to the 
education-reform effort in Wash-

ington, D.C., under former mayor Adrian 
Fenty and education chancellor Michelle 
Rhee, M.P.P. ’97. “It was an emotionally 
charged environment and what it did for 
me  —for the first time since I had been in 
the military—was to show me individuals 
who were so passionate about an issue that 
they were going to throw themselves into 
it full-throttle. That’s why I left McKinsey 
for Teach for America.”

Three years later, he became TMC’s first 
executive. “One of my best friends from 
West Point had followed a very similar 
path,” Kympton reports: leaving the army, 
going to business school and into con-
sulting. But he never found an absorbing 
niche. “Ultimately, he answered the call 
to go back into the military and deployed 
to Iraq. Three weeks later he came home 
in a body bag.…I don’t want that to be the 
story of this generation.”                               

lest We Forget
“One hundred years after the out-
break of World War I, a group of Euro-
pean Harvard alumni felt the need to 
recognize the sacrifice of their predeces-
sors one last time before the events 
of that war are con-
signed to the archives of 
distant history,” writes 
Doug  las M. Carver ’59 
in his editor’s introduc-
tion to The Harvard Vol-
unteers in World War I: 
One Hundred Years After. 
Sponsored by the Har-
vard Clubs of France 
and the United King-
dom, his book reprints 
and meticulously up-
dates and expands upon the 1916 volume 
The Harvard Volunteers in Europe: Personal 
Records of Experience in Military, Ambu-
lance, and Hospital Service, including a 
prefatory essay by Saltonstall professor 
of history Charles S. Maier (see page 55). 
More than 1,100 Harvard and Radcliffe  
affiliates were involved in the war; 385 
died as a result. Carver’s Roll of Honor 
adds six more names to the list of the 
dead long engraved in Memorial Church. 
His book—a “Centennial monument to 
the Harvard community”—is available 
from Amazon.com.

Projects with The Mission Continues 
range widely, from refurbishing 
buildings to teaching and inspiring 
schoolchildren.
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