
M o n t a g e

Miller has become increasingly inter-
ested in adding art to urban spaces that 
tourists often miss. Recently, he helped 
transform what was once little more than 
a rundown strip of concrete and grass in 
a quiet Roxbury intersection into the re-
furbished Alvah Kittredge Park. At one 
corner stands Carved in Stone (2012), his un-
usual monument to abolitionist William 
Lloyd Garrison, once a neighborhood resi-
dent. Instead of making a contemplative 
marble bust, Miller stacked up an undu-
lating 10-foot-tall column of circular gran-
ite pedestals—19,000 pounds of stone in 
shades of gray, black, and red—leading to 

a metal nozzle that shoots out jets of 
water and fog at the push of a button. 

When he revisits earlier works, 
Miller likes to ask those he encoun-
ters how they learned about the space 
and what they think of what they’ve 
found there. At the Roxbury site, 
he spots a young girl standing off to 
the side, watching the fine mist that 
sprays out, wetting the concrete be-
low. Smiling, he asks whether she’s 
discovered the fountain’s secret: when 
viewed straight on, it acts as a Rubin’s 
Vase, creating two mirror-image sil-
houettes of Garrison’s profile in the 
negative space surrounding its lower 
half.

“Hopefully that girl will go and look 
at that silhouette again, and show 
a friend of hers. That’s something I 
would love to see,” Miller says. “I’ve 
gone to that park and people have 
shown me that silhouette.” In these 
small neighborhood parks, he likes to 
create designs that will reveal them-
selves slowly to local residents who 

Political parties occupy an 
unspecified and shape-shifting 
role in American governance: 
think about the realignment 
of allegiances to the Demo-
cratic and Republican banners 
in the American South during 

the past half-century. With an election in the offing, scholarly perspective may be 
particularly useful. Heather Cox Richardson ’84, Ph.D. ’92, professor of history at 
Boston College, offers one in To Make Men Free: A History of the Republican Party 
(Basic Books, $29.99). From the introduction:

In 1862, in the midst of the Civil War, 
Republican Justin Smith Morrill stood up 
in Congress to defend his party’s novel 
invention: an income tax. The govern-
ment had the right to demand 99 percent 
of a man’s property, Morrill thundered. 
If the nation needed it, “the property 
of the people…belongs to the govern-
ment.” The Republican Congress passed 
the income tax…and went on to create a 
strong national government. By the time 
the war ended…the Republicans had 
fielded an army and navy of more than 
2.5 million men; had invented national 
banking, currency, and taxation; had 
provided schools and homes for poor 
Americans; and had freed the country’s 
four million slaves.

A half-century later, when corpora-
tions dominated the economy and 
their millionaire owners threw 
their weight into political contests, 
Republican Theodore Roosevelt 
fulminated against that “small class 
of enormously wealthy and eco-
nomically powerful men, whose 
chief object is to hold and increase 
their power.”…Roosevelt called 
for government to regulate busi-
ness, prohibit corporate funding 
of political campaigns, and impose 
income and inheritance taxes. He 
demanded a “square deal” for the 
American people.

In the mid-twentieth century, 
Republican president Dwight 
Eisenhower reiterated the earlier 
Republican calls for economic op-
portunity and applied them on an 
international scale. Believing that 
economic inequality bred war…

Eisenhower sought to prevent interna-
tional conflict by raising standards of liv-
ing everywhere.…He called for govern-
ment funding for schools, power plants, 
roads, and hospitals.

…At other times, the Republicans 
have thrown their support behind 
America’s wealthiest men: Congress has 
passed laws that benefit businessmen—
has even permitted businessmen to 
write legislation—and has blamed those 
who fell behind for their own poverty.…

Over the 160 years of their history, 
Republicans have swung from one pole 
to another: sometimes they have been 
leftists, sometimes reactionaries.…How 
did the…party of Abraham Lincoln, The-
odore Roosevelt, and Dwight D. Eisen-
hower…become the party of today?
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Puck’s view of putting the  
squeeze on wealthy trusts in  
the Teddy Roosevelt era

A traditional ceremony marks Miller’s 
annual construction of a Native American 
fishweir on Boston Common.
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