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Yesterday’s news
From the pages of  the Harvard Alumni Bulletin and Harvard Magazine  

1924 Professor of dramatic literature 
George P. Baker, founder of the “47 Work-
shop” and instructor in playwriting and 
production at Harvard, resigns to direct 
Yale’s new Department of Dramatic Art, 
following a $1-million gift to Yale from E.S. 
Harkness to be used in part to build a the-
ater for the production of plays written by 
members of Baker’s department. An un-
happy alumnus writes the Bulletin, “Losing 
Professor Baker and the Yale game in the 
same week is a little too much to stand.” 

1939 In an apparent first for the Sta-
dium, a drum majorette—Beatrice Fish-
man of New Hampshire University—ap-
pears in the halftime parade during a 
Harvard football game. In addition, after 
New Hampshire’s 11 female cheerleaders 
call on Crimson fans for “a regular Har-
vard cheer,” old-timers report “they had 
never heard such enthusiastic cheering 
from a Harvard crowd.” 

1954 A Committee on Visual Arts, 
to examine the place of art in the teaching 
of Harvard College and the Harvard 

graduate schools, has been designated 
by the president to find ways 

of putting Har-

vard resources in the fine arts to most 
fruitful use. 

1959 Harvard’s new chemistry labora-
tory, boasting 21,000 square feet of work-
space, is dedicated and named after presi-
dent emeritus James Bryant Conant. 
President Pusey thanks the federal govern-
ment for paying half the building’s cost and 
suggests this betokens an era when “we 
will work together more closely.”  

1984 Bishop Desmond M. Tutu, LL.D. 
’79, visits briefly, sponsored by the Har-
vard Foundation. “I can’t say, ‘Hey, I sup-
port divestment,’ because that would be 
an indictable offense back in South Africa,” 
he says during a press conference. “But I 
will certainly say that I expect those who 
want to support us…to exert all the pres-
sure they can on the South African govern-
ment—political, diplomatic, and above all 
economic pressure.”

1989 At halftime during The Game, 
former clarinet student Derek Bok tootles 
the opening bars of Rhapsody in Blue. “The 
instrument was thrust upon me,” Har-
vard’s president reports. “The reed was in 
desperate condition, but the selection 
seemed appropriate. They had the blue 

and we had the rhapsody.”

duce debt and enable graduates to pursue 
careers without the narrowing constraints 
of paying off loans.

The school announced it had already 
raised nearly $70 million toward these 
ends (including half the unexpected Ev-
ergrande Group gift, reported last spring 
but undisclosed in size, to endow the new 
Center for Green Buildings and Cities).

Speaking about the GSD’s academic 
ambitions and programmatic connections 
across the University, President Faust said, 
“Design is in everything we do. Design in-
fuses Harvard.” For a complete report, see 
harvardmag.com/gsd-14.

“the Grittiest place at Harvard”
The Harvard Graduate School of Educa-
tion’s (HGSE) daylong campaign celebra-
tion was designed to bring joy to the heart of 
any student: classes were canceled on Sep-
tember 19, and Appian Way was closed off 
for revelry. Dean James E. Ryan highlight-
ed what he called “a unique confluence of 
need, opportunity, and interest”—an apt 
characterization of the appeal of, and anx-
ieties over, such challenges as closing school 
achievement gaps; applying new discover-
ies about learning; deploying technology in 
teaching; and assuring access to education, 
in the United States and internationally.

U.S. secretary of education Arne Duncan 
’86, reflecting on HGSE’s proposed under-
graduate teacher-training program, urged 
his audience “to try and make sure your 
teachers reflect the tremendous diversity 
of our nation’s children. I worry about the 
growing disconnect between what our 
teachers and our administrators look like, 
and what our students look like. Harvard 

can be part of the solution there.” Wor-
thy though education reform is, he 

warned, “This work is not for the 
faint of heart.” Given the human 

stakes involved in schooling, 
one renowned reformer, 

Harlem Children’s 
Zone founder Geof-
frey Canada, Ed.M. 
’75, L.H.D. ’01, said, 
“Changing public 
policy is a full-con-
tact sport,” because 
the education sector 
can be uniquely re-

sistant to change: “If 
you try to do some-

thing, the system is 
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