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Debating Disruption
It is remarkable that your encomium to 
the “Disruptive Genius” of Professor Clay-
ton Christensen, and his theory of “disrup-
tive innovation” (July-August, page 38), ap-
peared at almost the same time as a scathing 
critique of the historical underpinnings of 
that theory by Professor Jill Lepore ap-
peared in the June 23 issue of The New Yorker. 

Lepore delivers what appears to be a devas-
tating analysis of both the theory and fac-
tual foundation for Christensen’s “Gospel” 
of disruptive innovation.

Lepore calls the theory of disruptive in-
novation a theory of history “founded on 
shaky evidence” that has been “subject to 
little serious criticism.” Perhaps her most 
damning criticism is that “Historical analy-
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Is Harvard Cool?
With devilish timing, The New York Times 
home page published “…Harvard Is the Stan-
ford of the East” at 1:19 p.m. last May 29, be-
tween the Commencement morning and af-
ternoon exercises. It cited Stanford’s new 
eminence using “measures that Harvard 
once dominated”: undergraduate admis-
sions yield, student picks of a “dream col-
lege,” fundraising prowess.

In an Internet era, Stanford is in a sweet 
spot. One-quarter of its undergraduates 
earn computer-science or engineering 
degrees, the Times reported. Its president 
has thrived in that field (and serves on the 
Google and Cisco boards). There is the si-
ren song of Silicon Valley—center of per-
haps the greatest wealth-creation in his-
tory. People prefer the climate, earthquakes 
notwithstanding.

That said, Stanford—more than Har-
vard and other institutions—suffers from 
a divide between “techies” and “fuzzies” 
(humanities students). And the world may 
become oversaturated with apps.

Cambridge and Palo Alto are not a com-
petitive duopoly. But Harvard adminis-
trators do seem to have Stanford in mind. 
“Innovation” is constantly invoked—and 
backed tangibly by the iLab and recurrent 
grant competitions underwritten by the 
University. Venture capitalist James Breyer 
(a Stanford undergraduate with a Harvard 

M.B.A. and deep ties to technology and new 
media) has been elected to the Corporation. 
The marquee capital-campaign priority is 
engineering and applied sciences.

Senior officials also bemoan the percep-
tion that Harvard, rooted in the North-
east, is “old and cold.” Perhaps partly in 
response to surveys showing that Har-
vard students are less happy about their 
experiences than those elsewhere (in-
cluding Stanford), resources have flowed 
into “common spaces”: the Yard’s colorful 
chairs, the Science Center Plaza (which has 
yet to attain the status of Stanford’s White 
Plaza as a crossroads for student life).

Introducing Drew Faust on May 29, 
Harvard Alumni Association leader Kate 
Gellert said, “Harvard’s twenty-first presi-
dent, Charles W. Eliot, in his inaugural ad-
dress, 145 years ago, said, ‘The inertia of a 
massive university is formidable. A good 
past is positively dangerous if it makes us 
content with the present and thus unpre-
pared for the future.’”

Harvard is not mired in inertia. Its lead-
ers are pursuing improvements in pedago-
gy, research, and the student experience. 
As it builds applied-science expertise, 
it maintains strengths in the search for 
meaning and value—one of Faust’s 
themes, and more important long term 
than an app for scoring the best local taco. 
Stanford nonetheless has real momentum, 
winning students and recruiting profes-
sors. Is Harvard (still) cool? Sure. But 
Stanford is hot.   vjohn s. rosenberg, Editor 

   

editor: John S. Rosenberg

senior editor: Jean Martin

managing editor: Jonathan S. Shaw

deputy editor: Craig Lambert

associate editor: Katherine Xue

assistant editor-online: Laura Levis

assistant editor: Nell Porter Brown

art director: Jennifer Carling

berta greenwald ledecky

undergraduate fellows

Noah Pisner, Jessica C. Salley

daniel steiner undergraduate

editorial fellow

Francesca Annicchiarico

contributing editors

John T. Bethell, John de Cuevas,  
Adam Goodheart, Elizabeth Gudrais, 
Jim Harrison, Courtney Humphries, 
Christopher S. Johnson, Adam Kirsch, 
Colleen Lannon, Christopher Reed, Stu 
Rosner, Deborah Smullyan, Mark Steele

harvard magazine inc.
president: Henry Rosovsky, JF ’57, 
Ph.D. ’59, LL.D. ’98. directors: Suzanne 
Blier, Peter K. Bol, Jonathan L.S. Byrnes, 
D.B.A. ’80, Thomas F. Kelly, Ph.D. ’73, 
Randolph C. Lindel ’66, Lars Peter 
Knoth Madsen, John P. Reardon Jr. ’60

board of incorporators

This magazine, at first called the Harvard Bulletin, was 
founded in 1898. Its Board of Incorporators was char-
tered in 1924 and remains active in the magazine’s 
governance. The membership is as follows: Stephen 
J. Bailey, AMP ’94; Jeffrey S. Behrens ’89, William I. 
Bennett ’62, M.D. ’69; John T. Bethell ’54; Peter K. Bol; 
Fox Butterfield ’61, A.M. ’64; Sewell Chan ’98; Jona-
than S. Cohn ’91; Philip M. Cronin ’53, J.D. ’56; John 
de Cuevas ’52; James F. Dwinell III ’62; Anne Fadi-
man ’74; Benjamin M. Friedman ’66, Ph.D. ’71; Rob-
ert H. Giles, NF ’66; Richard H. Gilman, M.B.A. ’83; 
Owen Gingerich, Ph.D. ’62; Adam K. Goodheart ’92; 
Philip C. Haughey ’57; Brian R. Hecht ’92; Sarah Blaf-
fer Hrdy ’68, Ph.D. ’75; Ellen Hume ’68; Alex S. Jones, 
NF ’82; Bill Kovach, NF ’89; Florence Ladd, BI ’72; 
Jennifer 8 Lee ’99; Scott Malkin ’80, J.D.-M.B.A. ’83; 
Margaret H. Marshall, Ed.M. ’69, Ed ’77, L ’78; Lisa L. 
Martin, Ph.D. ’90; David McClintick ’62; Winthrop 
L. McCormack ’67; M. Lee Pelton, Ph.D. ’84; John P. 
Reardon Jr. ’60; Christopher Reed; Harriet Ritvo ’68, 
Ph.D. ’75; Henry Rosovsky, JF ’57, Ph.D. ’59, LL.D. ’98; 
Barbara Rudolph ’77; Robert N. Shapiro ’72, J.D. ’78; 
Theda Skocpol, Ph.D. ’75; Peter A. Spiers ’76; Scott 
H. Stossel ’91; Sherry Turkle ’69, Ph.D. ’76; Robert H. 
Weiss ’54; Jan Ziolkowski.

2      September -  October 2014

Reprinted from Harvard Magazine. For more information, contact Harvard Magazine, Inc. at 617-495-5746



L e t t e r s

   

publisher: Irina Kuksin

director of circulation and  
fundraising: Felecia Carter
donor relations and stewardship  
manager: Allison Kern

director of advertising:  
Robert D. Fitta

new england advertising manager: 
Abby Shepard

classified advertising manager: 
Gretchen Bostrom

designer and integrated marketing  
manager: Jennifer Beaumont 
production and new media 
manager: Mark Felton

associate web developer:  
Jeffrey Hudecek
gift processor and office manager:
Robert Bonotto

ivy league magazine network

director, sales and marketing:
Ross Garnick, www.ivymags.com

Harvard Magazine (ISSN 0095-2427) is published bi-
monthly by Harvard Magazine Inc., a nonprofit cor-
poration, 7 Ware Street, Cambridge, Mass. 02138-4037, 
phone 617-495-5746; fax 617-495-0324. The magazine is 
supported by reader contributions and subscriptions, 
advertising revenue, and a subvention from Harvard 
University. Its editorial content is the responsibility of 
the editors. Periodicals postage paid at Boston, Mass., 
and additional mailing offices. Postmaster: Send ad-
dress changes to Circulation Department, Harvard 
Magazine, 7 Ware Street, Cambridge, Mass. 02138-4037. 
Subscription rate $30 a year in U.S. and possessions, $55 
Canada and Mexico, $75 other foreign. (Allow up to 
10 weeks for first delivery.) Subscription orders and 
customer service inquiries should be sent to the Cir-
culation Department, Harvard Magazine, 7 Ware Street, 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138-4037, or call 617-495-5746 or 
800-648-4499, or e-mail addresschanges@harvard.edu. 
Single copies $4.95, plus $2.50 for postage and han-
dling. Manuscript submissions are welcome, but we 
cannot assume responsibility for safekeeping. Include 
stamped, self-addressed envelope for manuscript re-
turn. Persons wishing to reprint any portion of Harvard 
Magazine’s contents are required to write in advance for 
permission. Address inquiries to Irina Kuk-
sin, publisher, at the address given above.  
Copyright © 2014 Harvard Magazine Inc.

editorial and business office

7 Ware Street
Cambridge, Mass. 02138-4037
Tel. 617-495-5746; fax: 617-495-0324
Website: www.harvardmagazine.com
E-mail: harvard_magazine@harvard.edu
       

@harvardmagazine
       facebook.com/harvardmagazine

speak up, pLease
Har vard Magazine welcomes letters 
on its contents. Please write to “Let-
ters,” Harvard Magazine, 7 Ware Street, 
Cambridge 02138, send comments by e-
mail to your turn@har  vard.edu, use our 
website, www.harvard maga zine. com, 
or fax us at 617-495-0324. Letters may 
be edited to fit the available space. 

sis proceeds from certain 
conditions regarding proof. 
None of these conditions 
have been met [by disruptive 
innovation.]” Lepore decon-
structs Christensen’s para-
digmatic case of disk drives 
and the fate of Seagate Tech-
nologies. She concludes that, 
quite contrary to the theory 
of disruptive innovation, 
“victory in the disk-drive 
industry appears to have gone to the manu-
facturers that were good at incremental 
improvements, whether or not they were 
the first to market the disruptive new for-
mat. Companies that were quick to release 
a new product but not skilled at tinkering 
have tended to flame out.”

It would be interesting and informative 
for Harvard Magazine readers if you initiated 
a conversation between Lepore and Chris-
tensen to explore these questions further.

David A. Drachsler, LL.B. ’68
Alexandria, Va.

Editor’s note: Many readers (see additional 
letters online) commented on the coinci-
dental, nearly simultaneous publication of 
Harvard Magazine’s profile of Harvard Busi-
ness School’s Clayton Christensen and the 
appearance in The New Yorker of a critique 
of his work by Kemper professor of his-
tory Jill Lepore. Those interested in how 
the articles have intersected may wish to 
read “Clayton Christensen Responds to 
New Yorker Takedown of ‘Disruptive Inno-
vation,’ ” available at www.businessweek.
com/articles/2014-06-20/clayton-chris-
tensen-responds-to-new-yorker-take-
down-of-disruptive-innovation.

Clayton christensen was my bishop 
in the Cambridge student ward of the Lat-
ter-Day Saint church many years ago. I have 
never met anyone who exuded more sincer-
ity, humility, and love than he did. Because 

he was such an inspiration 
to me throughout my life, it 
is always with great interest 
that I read feature articles 
on him. He is well deserving 
of the positive press he gets 
not only for himself but for 
his faith. 

Catherine Martines 
Mortensen, M.P.A. ’08

Fairfax, Va.

Craig lambert suggests Christensen’s 
company, Ceramics Process Systems, “suc-
ceeded,” outsmarting DuPont, Alcoa, and 
Hoechst. Not so. I invested in CPS’s IPO, and 
so watched as the company promptly cra-
tered, despite having been promoted to in-
vestors as can’t-miss technology with lead-
ership by a Rhodes Scholar, Baker Scholar, 
White House Fellow, a tall man with youth 
on his side. CPS is gone. DuPont and Alcoa 
live on, while Hoechst became part of what 
is now Sanofi.

Dundas I. Flaherty, M.B.A. ’62
Malibu

Clayton Christensen replies: CPS, located in 
Norton, Massachusetts, has become quite 
successful in the niche market of advanced 
ceramics. The other companies, while they 
continue to have success, no longer are in 
the advanced ceramics space. We didn’t have 
the theory of disruption when we created 
CPS. If we had, the advanced ceramics that 
CPS created would have been a sustaining 
innovation and the theory would say that it 
would have failed. So that fact that it sur-
vived was a miracle!

I’ve long enjoyed Christensen’s writings, es-
pecially on innovation and on how to mea-
sure one’s self, but thought his dismissal of 
the disruptive power of online learning for 
K-12 public education surprising. Initiatives 
such as Salman Khan’s [M.B.A. ’03] Khan 
Academy demonstrate technology’s power 
to “Flip the Classroom,” and the logic is being 
extended: the Robert Wood Johnson Foun-
dation is exploring how to “Flip the Clinic” 
and transform primary healthcare. I wonder 
if entrenched special interests are the biggest 
barrier to innovation in these fields?

Andy Arends ’92
Geneva, Ill.

I enjoyed but am apprehensive about 
Craig Lambert’s optimistic article on Clay-
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ton Christensen’s analysis of innovation. Un-
derstanding how businesses manage innova-
tion is an excellent example of an important 
benefit of an education in business or liberal 
arts, namely to provide useful concepts for 
succeeding in wildly diverse careers.

Fifty years ago, Thomas Kuhn [’44, Ph.D. 
’49, JF ’51] taught us about The Structure of 
Scientific Revolutions when he labeled dis-
ruptive ideas in science “paradigm shifts.” 
Just as Kuhn’s ideas help us understand the 
evolving nature of science and technolo-
gy, Christensen’s ideas will help us under-
stand the evolving nature of business and 
technology.

Unfortunately, just as clever hucksters 
abused the idea of paradigms, I am con-
cerned that contemporary gurus will mis-
use the ideas of disruptive innovation. Dis-
ruptiveness, novelty, or absurdity (think 
quantum mechanics, the flying car, the VW 
Bug, and the Ford Edsel) are not predic-
tors of either success or failure. While the 
concept of disruptive innovation can help 
us develop a variety of options, it is up to 
us to use our intelligence to pick the op-
tion we think will work best and not base 
our decision on a single simple idea. Slo-
gans can encourage creativity and motiva-
tion but are not a substitute for good old-
fashioned hard thinking.

Jack Lynch
South Portland, Me.

Is having the breast-pocket handkerchief 
[on the cover illustration of Clayton Chris-
tensen] on the right a new innovation—or 
just a reversed image?

Henry Vaillant ’58, M.D. ’62, S.M. ’69
Concord, Mass.

sociaL science
“rebooting social science,”� by Eliza-
beth Gudrais (July-August, page 54), was 
a very interesting and important article. 
Of particular challenge is the observation, 
“There is no consensus on the consequences 
of inequality.” In this regard, she cites Pro-
fessor David A. Moss as saying, “[W]e may 
eventually be able to say with some confi-
dence whether inequality actually causes 
certain societal outcomes.”

Since the state of public health is a so-
cietal outcome, I believe one can answer 
the question at least in part, definitively, 
not eventually, but almost immediately by 
examining the data on the BMI and den-
tal conditions of the people in the lower-

income groups as compared with those in 
the upper-income groups.

Frank R. Tangherlini ’48
San Diego

While i congratulate Moss on his intent 
to generate theory that bridges the gap be-
tween action and theory in the social sci-
ences, if the article is any indication, his 
selection of examples appears to be signifi-
cantly biased.

All examples of capture listed in the ar-
ticle were capture of a regulatory agency 
by private corporations. What his studies 
apparently omit are capture of regulatory 
agencies by political interests.

What about capture of the EPA by con-
servation interests that ignore national 
interests such as productivity and employ-
ment? Capture of the IRS by politically 
motivated interests? Capture of the Justice 
Department by people interested in pro-
tecting the administration, not citizens? 
Capture of the FDA—not by pharmaceu-
ticals but by interests demanding overly 
stringent testing that prevents develop-
ment of new antibiotics?

It seems these examples of capture are 
perhaps more worthy of study than those 
that Moss and his team currently address.

Wallace Judd, Ed.M. ’67
Leesburg, Va.

Better research that focuses on over-
looked problems and utilizes the wisdom 
of different social sciences can only be wel-
comed. While all problems are probably 
better understood upon closer examina-
tion, and research can help us in formulat-
ing remedies, the suggestion that research 
on inequality can lead to a conclusion as to 
its merits seems wrong and reminds us of 
the Southern position on the advantages 
of slavery in plantation agriculture. We do 
not need research on the “consequences of 
inequality” to be shocked by the huge and 
growing wealth of the American super-rich 
while many go hungry.

 Francis Dummer Fisher ’47, LL.B. ’51, 
IOP ’71

Austin

The tobin project strikes me as nothing 
more than a make-work project for academ-
ics and consultants who cannot or will not 
engage in productive, private-sector activi-
ties. In other words, the Tobin Project is a 
bunch of people who want to extend their 

easy years in academia by claiming a new 
angle on issues that are already being stud-
ied ad nauseam. Nothing that they propose 
to study is not already being studied by at 
least a dozen think tanks in Washington, 
most of whom also fit this same description 
as “eternal students.”

Furthermore, it seems likely to me that 
the only answer they will come up with, 
after five years of expensive study of the is-
sues, is that “further study is needed,” an 
answer that, not-so-coincidentally, will 
keep them all in salary 
for another five years.

The truth is that 
we already know 
the answers to these 
questions. They were 
known by Thomas Jefferson and Adam 
Smith in the 1700s and expounded upon 
by Ludwig von Mises a century later.

Jonathan L. Gal ’89
Provo, Utah

cutting comic
Thank you, Mindy Kaling (“Laugh Lines,” 
July-August, page 20), for omitting the Ed 
School from your lampoon at Harvard Law 
School Class Day, recognizing that HGSE 
graduates are truly noble.

Aleza Beauvais, Ed.M. ’99
Athol, Mass.

presiDent Faust on Diversity
As a Black American alumnus, I was quite 
moved by Faust’s powerful and poignant 
comments in “To Sit at the Welcome Ta-
ble” (July-August, page 3). I too agree that 
Harvard University has done much to chal-
lenge racism, sexism, and classism at the 
interpersonal and institutional levels both 
within the university as well as domesti-
cally and globally. And, as the president so 
profoundly states, much work still needs 
to be done around these issues. President 
Faust’s leadership is exemplary and role-
models what many of us can do with our 
Harvard education and credentials along 
with courage to make this world more tol-
erant and inclusive.

Joe Steele ’79, M.B.A. ’83
Craryville, N.Y.

I found President Faust’s letter to be more 
of the politically correct party-line pander-
ing that has infiltrated and threatens to 
profoundly alter our institutions of higher 
learning—of which, I might add, Harvard 

Visit harvardmag.
com/extras for 
additional letters.
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ROBERT HAWTHORNE ’15 IS USING A 3D PRINTER TO CREATE TISSUE SCAFFOLDS 
SEEDED WITH LIVING CELLS. THESE REALISTIC TISSUES COULD ONE DAY BE 
USED TO TEST THE EFFICACY OF DRUGS OR REPAIR A WOUND IN THE BODY.  
HE IS WORKING IN THE LAB OF JENNIFER LEWIS, HANSJÖRG WYSS PROFESSOR 
OF BIOLOGICALLY INSPIRED ENGINEERING.

is supposed to represent the pinnacle. In my 
view, admission to Harvard should be based 
on past demonstrations of academic effort 
and achievement which hopefully insure 
future demonstrations of academic excel-
lence and a continuing pursuit of learning 
that lasts a lifetime. Admission should not be 
based on race, religion, or gender. Harvard’s 
faculty should be selected from the world’s 
most illustrious scholars, who are also peo-
ple devoted to the notion of communicating 
with a younger generation.

If Harvard or any other great education-
al institution focuses on these goals, its 
population will be diverse.

Gretchen Bachrach
Arlington, Mass.

sexuaL assauLts
 while the topic of “Addressing Sexual As-
saults” (July-August, page 23) is clear-cut, 
the conclusion is flatly wrong. The author 
writes: “The challenge in addressing sexual 
assault is that the University is populated by 
imperfect human beings, not angels.” 

To be clear: The challenge in address-
ing sexual assault is preventing Harvard 

undergraduates from sexually assaulting 
other undergraduates because sexual as-
sault is a harmful criminal act. 

Any other interpretation is muddy and 
in fact part of the problem.

Nancy Pagan, M.Ed. ’93
Cambridge

Editor’s note: For an update on Harvard’s 
sexual-assault policy, see harvardmag.
com/assault-14.

HarpsicHorD Harmony
Who knew Hubbard was created by Har-
vard alums (Treasure, “Harpsichords Ex-
traordinaire,” July-August, page 88)? Not 
that it would have made any difference, 
but I certainly did not when I ordered an 
“English Spinet” kit back in the 1980s as a 
project for my wife and me to undertake. 
We had built a small boat from a kit, so why 
not a harpsichord? Talk about enthusiastic 
ineptitude! Building the cabinet was not so 
terribly hard, once we got the hang of the 
veneering process. But that only produced a 
reasonably good looking piece of furniture. 
After reading the voicing instructions any 

number of times and examining the implied 
tolerances between the wires to be plucked 
and the little pluckers, I realized that with-
out serious help, all we would have would 
be furniture. To make a long story short, I 
begged and pleaded with a local expert here 
in midcoast Maine, and he eventually agreed 
to do the voicing job. It was finished roughly 
20 years after the kit was purchased, and 
apparently that’s about par for the course. 
The result looks fine and plays well, but is 
very sensitive to temperature and humidity, 
which tends to reduce its use. Who wants 
to tune every time before playing?

 Cliff Russell, Ph.D. ’68
Alna, Me.

Kudos to Mariana Quinn and Piano Tech-
nical Services (PTS) for any efforts to re-
store the Chickering-Dolmetsch harpsi-
chords. Such restoration will enhance 
Harvard’s musical-instrument collection, 
as well as providing a nice footnote to the 
history of the “Early Music Revival.” I hope 
further that PTS will restore—versus re-
build—any premier pianos of 1920-1950 
vintage Harvard may acquire in the future.
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As many serious pianists have observed, 
post-1950 pianos generally favor sonic 
power over refinement. Just compare Ar-
thur Rubinstein’s recordings of the 1960s 
to those of the 1930s!

Ira Braus, Ph.D. ’88
West Hartford, Conn.

Divestment
The July-August issue quotes Michael 
Bloomberg noting that 96 percent of faculty 
donors contributed to Barack Obama and 
suggesting a lack of diverse political views in 
the University (“Talks, and a Text,” page 19). 
But the same issue notes that, on October 3, 
President Drew Faust called climate change 
“one of the world’s most consequential chal-
lenges” (“The Divestment Debate,” page 22). 
Perhaps the Republican Party’s refusal to ac-
knowledge the impact of climate change ex-
plains the absence of faculty support.

 Richard A. Newmark ’61
St. Paul

In light of reporting in the July-August 
issue on Harvard’s position on fossil fuel di-
vestment, we wrote Messrs. Paul J. Finnegan 
and James F. Rothenberg [members of the 
Harvard Corporation, and Treasurer and 
past Treasurer, respectively], expressing 
the perspective summarized below.

Harvard currently holds substantial in-
vestments in fossil fuel. The past is no lon-
ger prologue for this asset class. 

The scientific community—including 
Harvard’s distinguished climate-related 
faculty—assert the world must hold global 
temperatures to no more than 2 degrees 
C above the preindustrial figure. Govern-
ments agree. And, yet, we have already gone 
half the distance to this ceiling, and are ac-
tually accelerating our rapid approach to it. 
We face an existential planetary threat.

By investing in fossil fuel companies 
that cling to the outdated business model 
of measuring success by discovery of new 
reserves, Harvard is encouraging (and ex-
pecting to profit from) the search for more 
fossil fuel—which will become unburn-
able if we stabilize global temperatures at 
levels necessary to sustain life as we know 
it. When the lid is put on, and carbon 
emissions are severely limited—as they 
must be—Harvard will be left holding 
stranded and devalued assets that can nev-
er be burned. (Proven reserves are three to 
four times what’s needed to transition to 
renewables by 2050.)

Across the country, hundreds of student 
organizations work to persuade their in-
stitutions’ endowments to divest. Sooner 
or later, as in the case of companies doing 
business in apartheid South Africa, divest-
ment from fossil fuel companies will oc-
cur. Harvard should be among the first to 
do so. There are strong, independently suf-
ficient arguments beyond the financial one 
of stranding to justify divestment. They 
include the moral (it is repugnant to profit 
from enterprises directly responsible for 
carbon emissions or to allow shareholder 
funds to be deployed in searching for more 
fossil fuel), the practical (a well-led insti-
tution should not wound itself by permit-
ting endowment holdings to demoralize 
faculty and students, with adverse effects 
on quality of education, enrollment, and 
campus environment) and, in Harvard’s 
case, the unique opportunity (and corre-
sponding duty) it has, as one of a handful 
of world leaders in education, to lead on 
this planetary issue.

We support these other arguments 
for divestment. However, we wanted to 
bring the financial argument, in particu-
lar, to Harvard’s attention. Over the past 
three years, equities in the coal industry 
declined by over 60 percent while the 
S&P 500 rose by some 47 percent. Coal, 
we submit, is the “canary in the oil well.” 
Disinvestment now, before this opinion 
becomes commonplace, is just sound, risk-
averse investment judgment, fitting well 
within the duties of a fiduciary. 

Bevis Longstreth, J.D. ’61
Retired partner, Debevoise & Plimpton; former 
member, Securities and Exchange Commission

Timothy E. Wirth ’61 
Former U.S. Senator,  president of the United 
Nations Foundation, and Harvard Overseer

tHey eat HemLock
“a hemlock farewell”�(Right Now, July-
August, page 8) calls attention to the danger 
to certain species of hemlock caused by the 
woolly adelgid insect. But a correction is in 
order. The article says that “within the next 
10 years, hemlocks in forests across the Unit-
ed States are projected to die off complete-
ly.” Later, the article specifies what “across 
the United States” means: “from North Car-
olina to southern Vermont, southern New 
Hampshire, and southern Maine.” 

Harvard Magazine editors should be aware 
that for a long time now the United States 
has extended far to the west of the original 
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Boston, Mass.     www.mcleanpavilion.org

Real recovery starts with the right diagnosis. 
The Pavilion is research-backed, with 
a proven history of uncovering the true 
reasons why people struggle with a cycle  
of treatment failures.
Let us help you today. Call 855.707.0517.

��Finally.
A�correct�diagnosis—��
and�some�hope.

TOP RANKED PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL – U.S. News and World Report
Call (617) 868-0575 to arrange a personal tour, 

or visit www.cadburycommons.com

66 Sherman Street, Cambridge,
MA 02140 • (617)868-0575

What do Harvard alumni 
have in common?

Cadbury Commons
A Remarkable Senior Residence

The Harvard alumni who chose 
Cadbury Commons may have 

retired from work, but not from life. 

Museum Visits • Play Reading 
Symphony Selections • Lecture 

Series • Yoga • Organic Gardening
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66 Sherman Street, Cambridge, 
MA 02140 ◆ (617) 868-0575 EQUAL

HOUSING
OPPTY

ASSISTED LIVING RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Call (617) 868-0575 to arrange a personal
tour, or visit www.cadburycommons.com

Here’s what people are 
saying about us.

“There is a stable and gentle atmosphere 
of help and empathy throughout the
community. I feel assured that I am part of
others’ lives, as they are of mine. For myself,
I feel that Cadbury Commons provides a
well trained and caring group of people who
are interested in my welfare.”

Name: Milton R.
Occupation: Postal Supervisor, Retired 
Hobbies: Reading, Walking, Exercising

Lifestyle: Independent, Active
Choice of Senior/Assisted Living:

Cadbury Commons
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13 colonies. As owner of 420 acres of forest 
land in the Pacific Northwest, I can assure 
you that our western hemlocks are doing 
well and will not die out in 10 years.

Neal Koblitz ’69
Seattle

proviDence, tHen anD now
First off, many thanks for an excellent and 
engaging article on Jean McGarry’s writings 
(Montage, “Rhode Island Blues,” July-Au-
gust, page 71): you’ve given me someone new 
to go look up at the Providence Athenaeum! 

The point of my e-mail is a somewhat 
nitpicky correction on the captioning of 
the city photo accompanying the article, 
which reads: “Federal Hill in Providence, 
Rhode Island, today, with its Roman Cath-
olic churches.”

That photo, far from being from today, is 
from closer to when I graduated Harvard 
nearly a quarter-century ago: it cannot 
have been taken any later than the early 
fall of 1991, as the large Victorian Gothic 
church looming over the middle ground 
(center of the three churches readily visi-
ble in the picture) is the former Irish Cath-

olic parish of St. John on Atwells Avenue, 
which was torn down, in the main, in early 
February 1992. The tower remained for 
some years as a hulk, but was gone by 1995.

St. John’s was the inspiration for H.P. 
Lovecraft’s chilling tale “The Haunter of 
the Dark,” though Lovecraft fudged on its 
date of construction, perhaps conflating it 
with the East Side’s earlier St. John, Epis-
copal (now shuttered and decayed/threat-
ened by neglect, also), saying it dated circa 
1810-15, when it’s patently the late Victo-
rian Gothic of 1871.

Perhaps relevant to McGarry’s tales of 
Irish Providence, I note that this was one 
of the two most imposing Irish parishes in 
Providence, the other being St. Patrick’s 
on Smith Hill near the State House, and 
both have been demolished in the past 35 
years, whereas their somewhat later, per-
haps grander, Italian counterparts (such 
as the two flanking St. John’s in your pho-
tograph), have not. I’m not sure what con-
clusions could be drawn from this, but it 
might be interesting fodder for one of Pro-
fessor Stilgoe’s students.

The St. John’s site is now a small park 

at the corner of Sutton Street and Atwells 
Avenue.

Fred Atherton ’90
Providence

ampLiFications anD errata
When he retired from the army last Novem-
ber, Jonathan Newmark ’74, M.D., thought he 
was the oldest Harvard College graduate on 
active duty (The College Pump, July-August, 
page 80). Jim Bayley ’73, M.D., reports that 
he retired from the army last December, af-
ter his fifth deployment to southwest Asia.

“The Divestment Debate” (July-August, 
page 22) reported that President Drew Faust 
“announced an initial $1 million in innova-
tion grants…for faculty and student projects 
at the iLab” [italics added]. The grants, in-
tended to be the first element in a $20-mil-
lion program, are for research on innova-
tions, but are not tied to the iLab. We regret 
our reporting error.

An editing error caused the misidentifi-
cation of the Harvard degree earned by the 
late Geoffrey Searle, M.B.A. ’65 (“Playing 
Together, Staying Together,” July-August, 
page 74). We regret the mistake.
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