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Seniors Kathryn Walsh of Adams House and Roland Yang of Kirkland House received 
the Harvard Alumni Association’s (HAA) annual David ’49 and Mimi Aloian Memo-
rial Scholarships at the October meeting of the HAA’s board of directors. The $2,000 
unrestricted awards, named for the master and co-master of Quincy House in the 
1980s (David Aloian was also HAA executive director), recognizes exemplary leader-
ship in enhancing quality of life in the Houses. 

Walsh, of Westbrook, Maine, co-chairs the Adams House Committee; she has 
helped create “Neighborhood Block Parties” with Quincy and Lowell Houses, reno-
vate communal space, run social events that incorporate public service, and write 
scripts for Housing Day, when freshmen tour their future home.

 Yang, of Villanova, Pennsylvania, is leading a project to create a digital file of his-
toric House images, which he plans to disseminate, and serves on the advisory com-
mittee for “Conversations with Kirkland,” a series of talks by notable guests. He also 
participates at the French, Spanish, and newly created Chinese language tables. 
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also had the house scrutinized for air leaks, 
then filled them with insulating foam.

“On the heating side now, we are more 
comfortable and warmer in the winter 
and cooler in the summer,” he says, “so we 
don’t even use air conditioning.” All told, 
they cut their household carbon footprint 
by 50 percent, earning the City of Boston’s 
Green Residential Award in 2008. A year 
later Mayor Thomas Menino appointed 
Jones to the Renew Boston Advisory Com-
mittee, which oversees the city’s energy-
efficiency programs.

Although clearly global in nature, envi-
ronmental and energy issues deeply affect 
local, poor communities. In urban devel-
opment, Jones states, “Climate change 
will drive everything in the future.” He 
leads BCC’s Solar Energy Advantage, 
which owns and installs photovoltaic 

solar panels on low-income housing, and 
other organizations in its portfolio, and is 
one of the founders and the board chair-
man of the completely separate venture, 
WegoWise, a start-up, for-profit software 
company that tracks buildings’ energy ef-
ficiency. He can talk at length about the 
complex political, economic, legal, and 
financial factors that govern solar power 
and other alternative energy sources—
and their effects on inner-city areas. Jones 
jokes that the knowledge sometimes 
makes him questionable company at par-
ties, but in practice, his expertise and 
detail-driven mindset have made BCC one 
of the largest nonutility owners of solar 
photovoltaic systems in Massachusetts. 
The 12,000 panels now in use have so far 
generated more than 9.6 million kilowatt 
hours, equivalent to the annual energy 

needed to power 500 homes. In short, 
Jones says, BCC lessens the environmental 
impact of its own buildings while saving 
a projected $3.4 million in “fixed-price, 
below-market electricity” costs to its cus-
tomers over the life of the panels.

As important, he adds, is how the pro-
gram integrates low-income communi-
ties into the green economy, often seen 
as a rich person’s luxury. “When you 
start to look at the high cost of hospital 
emergency-room visits due to asthma in 
low-income households, where there is 
mold in the walls and old carpeting and 
bad air quality in the homes” in addition 
to neighborhood pollution, Jones notes, 
“you see the relationship between per-
sonal health, home health, environmental 
health, and the economy.”

Founded in 2009 by BCC, New Ecol-
ogy, and MIT alumnus and entrepreneur 
Barun Singh, WegoWise has developed 
tools that offer online, visual, automated 
utility-use tracking for property owners 
and managers. The company uses inex-
pensive cloud-computing infrastructure to 
download information from utilities’ web-
sites, explains Jones, without relying on 
physical meters (the so-called smart grid, 
or hardware). WegoWise has so far cre-
ated a database of more than 13,200 build-
ings, located across the country, though 
primarily in Massachusetts, New York, and 
California. It is the largest of its kind in the 
United States, he notes: “and a great use for 
big data.” BCC has invested nearly $3 mil-
lion in WegoWise and plans to expand the 
company’s reach.

While at BCC, Jones has also worked 
on economic development in many other 
roles. He is a founding member of the 
Opportunity Finance Network; a former 
board member and treasurer of the Center 
for Women and Enterprise; and a current 
trustee at Boston Day and Evening Acad-
emy, a charter high school in Roxbury that 
serves nontraditional students. 

As he guided a recent walk around Dud-
ley Square, it’s clear that he sees a com-
munity in transition. Already under way 
is another vital development: the city’s 
long-promised $115-million redevelop-
ment that includes turning the stately Fer-
dinand Building (at one time a prominent 
department store, it has stood empty for 
three decades) into the rechristened Dud-
ley Municipal Center. The Boston Public 
Schools administrative staff, some 450 em-
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