
  

EDITOR: John S. Rosenberg
SENIOR EDITOR: Jean Martin
MANAGING EDITOR: Jonathan S. Shaw
DEPUTY EDITOR: Craig Lambert
ASSOCIATE EDITOR: Katherine Xue
ASSISTANT EDITOR-ONLINE: Laura Levis
ASSISTANT EDITOR: Nell Porter Brown
ART DIRECTOR: Jennifer Carling

BERTA GREENWALD LEDECKY

UNDERGRADUATE FELLOWS

Noah Pisner, Jessica C. Salley

EDITORIAL INTERN: Kristen Strezo

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

John T. Bethell, John de Cuevas,  
Adam Goodheart, Jim Harrison,  
Courtney Humphries, Christopher S. 
Johnson, Adam Kirsch, Colleen Lannon, 
Christopher Reed, Stu Rosner,
Deborah Smullyan, Mark Steele

HARVARD MAGAZINE INC.
PRESIDENT: Henry Rosovsky, JF ’57, 
Ph.D. ’59, LL.D. ’98. DIRECTORS: Suzanne 
Blier, Jonathan L.S. Byrnes, D.B.A. ’80, 
Robert Giles, NF ’66, Alex S. Jones, NF 
’82, Thomas F. Kelly, Ph.D. ’73, 
Randolph C. Lindel ’66, Lars Peter 
Knoth Madsen, Tamara Elliott Rogers ’74

PUBLISHER: Irina Kuksin

DIRECTOR OF CIRCULATION AND  
FUNDRAISING: Felecia Carter
DONOR RELATIONS AND STEWARDSHIP  
MANAGER: Allison Kern

DIRECTOR OF ADVERTISING:  
Robert D. Fitta
NEW ENGLAND ADVERTISING MANAGER: 
Abby Shepard
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING MANAGER: 
Gretchen Bostrom

DESIGNER AND INTEGRATED MARKETING  
!"#"$%&: Jennifer Beaumont

PRODUCTION AND NEW MEDIA 
MANAGER: Mark Felton
ASSOCIATE WEB DEVELOPER:  
Jeffrey Hudecek

GIFT PROCESSOR AND OFFICE MANAGER:
Robert Bonotto

IVY LEAGUE MAGAZINE NETWORK
DIRECTOR, SALES AND MARKETING:
Ross Garnick, www.ivymags.com

Harvard Magazine (ISSN 0095-2427) is published bi-
monthly by Harvard Magazine Inc., a nonprofit cor-
poration, 7 Ware Street, Cambridge, Mass. 02138-4037, 
phone 617-495-5746; fax 617-495-0324. The magazine is 
supported by reader contributions and subscriptions, 
advertising revenue, and a subvention from Harvard 
University. Its editorial content is the responsibility of 
the editors. Periodicals postage paid at Boston, Mass., 
and additional mailing o'ces. Postmaster: Send ad-
dress changes to Circulation Department, Harvard 
Magazine, 7 Ware Street, Cambridge, Mass. 02138-4037. 
Subscription rate $30 a year in U.S. and possessions, $55 
Canada and Mexico, $75 other foreign. (Allow up to 
10 weeks for first delivery.) S()*+&,-.,/# /&0%&* "#0 
+(*./!%& *%&1,+% ,#2(,&,%* should be sent to the Cir-
culation Department, Harvard Magazine, 7 Ware Street, 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138-4037, or call 617-495-5746 or 
800-648-4499, or e-mail addresschanges@harvard.edu. 
Single copies $4.95, plus $2.50 for postage and han-
dling. M"#(*+&,-. *()!,**,/#* are welcome, but we 
cannot assume responsibility for safekeeping. Include 
stamped, self-addressed envelope for manuscript re-
turn. Persons wishing to reprint any portion of Harvard 
Magazine’s contents are required to write in advance for 
permission. Address inquiries to Irina Kuk-
sin, publisher, at the address given above.  
Copyright © 2013 Harvard Magazine Inc.

BOARD OF INCORPORATORS

This magazine, at first called the Harvard Bulletin, was 
founded in 1898. Its Board of Incorporators was char-
tered in 1924 and remains active in the magazine’s 
governance. The membership is as follows: Stephen 
J. Bailey, AMP ’94; Je3rey S. Behrens ’89, William I. 
Bennett ’62, M.D. ’69; John T. Bethell ’54; Peter K. Bol; 
Fox Butterfield ’61, A.M. ’64; Sewell Chan ’98; Jona-
than S. Cohn ’91; Philip M. Cronin ’53, J.D. ’56; John 
de Cuevas ’52; James F. Dwinell III ’62; Anne Fadi-
man ’74; Benjamin M. Friedman ’66, Ph.D. ’71; Rob-
ert H. Giles, NF ’66; Richard H. Gilman, M.B.A. ’83; 
Owen Gingerich, Ph.D. ’62; Adam K. Goodheart ’92; 
Philip C. Haughey ’57; Brian R. Hecht ’92; Sarah Blaf-
fer Hrdy ’68, Ph.D. ’75; Ellen Hume ’68; Alex S. Jones, 
NF ’82; Bill Kovach, NF ’89; Florence Ladd, BI ’72; 
Jennifer 8 Lee ’99; Scott Malkin ’80, J.D.-M.B.A. ’83; 
Margaret H. Marshall, Ed.M. ’69, Ed ’77, L ’78; Lisa L. 
Martin, Ph.D. ’90; David McClintick ’62; Winthrop 
L. McCormack ’67; M. Lee Pelton, Ph.D. ’84; John P. 
Reardon Jr. ’60; Christopher Reed; Harriet Ritvo ’68, 
Ph.D. ’75; Henry Rosovsky, JF ’57, Ph.D. ’59, LL.D. ’98; 
Barbara Rudolph ’77; Robert N. Shapiro ’72, J.D. ’78; 
Theda Skocpol, Ph.D. ’75; Peter A. Spiers ’76; Scott 
H. Stossel ’91; Sherry Turkle ’69, Ph.D. ’76; Robert H. 
Weiss ’54; Jan Ziolkowski.

EDITORIAL AND BUSINESS OFFICE

7 Ware Street
Cambridge, Mass. 02138-4037
Tel. 617-495-5746; fax: 617-495-0324
Website: www.harvardmagazine.com
E-mail: harvard_magazine@harvard.edu
       

@harvardmagazine
       facebook.com/harvardmagazine

T4%&% continues to be much ado 
about online learning, through the 
edX partnership and elsewhere in 
higher education (see page 64). But 

other kinds of learning remain the dominant, 
most e3ectual form of education.

In “The Power of Patience” (page 40), 
Agassiz professor of the humanities Jennifer 
L. Roberts vividly makes the case for leading 
her students, in the classroom and at muse-
ums, to decouple from technology, in order 
to undertake the di'cult work of immersive 
learning: mastering a subject through delib-
erate, demanding, direct engagement with 
their object of study. In “Learning, and Life, 
in the Houses” (page 46), deputy editor Craig 
Lambert considers the College’s residences: 
an experiment in American higher education, 
dedicated in the 1930s to the proposition that 
communities of students and adults could 
best learn from interacting with one anoth-
er. That experiment, completely validated, is 
now being renewed—and perhaps matters 
more than ever in a newly digital century. For 
other perspectives on teaching and learning, 
please read the review of Higher Education in 
America, the latest, most sweeping overview 
of the subject by one of its foremost analysts: 
president emeritus Derek Bok (page 26). And 
in a penetrating profile, assistant editor Nell 
Porter Brown reports on John S. Wilson Jr., 
M.T.S. ’81, Ed.M. ’82, Ed.D. ’85 (page 72), who 
last January assumed the presidency of More-
house College (the nation’s only private, lib-
eral-arts institution dedicated to the educa-
tion of African-American men). 

*  *  *
H"&1"&0 is embarked on a capital cam-
paign—huge in importance and in scale 
(see page 52). At this moment, we thank 
the loyal contributors to Harvard Magazine, 
whose steadfast support, modest by Univer-
sity standards, sustains high-quality publi-
cation on all readers’ behalf (see page 84).

!J/4# S. R/*%#)%&$, Editor

Slow 
Learners
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SELF-FASHIONING
I %#5/6%0 Nannerl O. 
Keohane’s “Self-Fashion-
ing in Society and Soli-
tude” (September-Octo-
ber, page 42) with a friend 
and fellow Harvard grad-
uate (class of 2003). We 
thought Keohane nicely 
described the tension 
between the life of action 
and the need for solitude.

We disagreed, howev-
er, about her use of “self.” 
My friend thought it 
helpful; I didn’t. I don’t see myself as a fash-
ioned “self.” By using the reflexive, do I con-
tradict what I just said? No, because I think 
when the Oracle enjoins one to “Know thy-
self,” the reflexive includes the inner being 
of the knower: the sum of memory, imagina-
tion, and inner talk. The Greeks, Rousseau, 
and Montaigne called it the soul.

Keohane does not use this word. Its use 
is not in fashion. Quoting approvingly from 

Cambridge !"#$%
The humanities, the Internet, Alzheimer’s care

Stephen Greenblatt, 
she defines the self as 
an order, a mode of ad-
dress, and a structure 
of bounded desires. 
Of its contents we are 
told nothing. Her no-
tion of self-fashioning 
prompted me to wonder 
whether at each new 
stage of one’s education 
the individual needs a 
teacher, as Emile and 
Sophie did when they 
became parents.

Early in Emile, Rousseau directs his read-
ers to another account of education, one 
that enriches the inner life, and one that 
speaks to me:

Do you want to get an idea of 
public education? Read Plato’s Re-
public. It is not at all a political work, 
as those think who judge books only 
by their titles. It is the most beauti-
ful educational treatise ever written.

My friend and I compared thinking of 
education as iterative fashioning to think-
ing of education as receptive deepening. 
We asked ourselves what was at stake in 
each approach.

P"(7 D&6 866
Philadelphia

I# “Self-Fashioning in Society and Soli-
tude,” Nannerl O. Keohane argues that, ex-
cept in religious orders, it has been easier 
for men than women to enjoy the benefits 
of occasional solitude. Another and simpler 
exception—no creeds, no celibacy—is the 
Quaker meeting, where women and men 
have been equal for centuries. Solitude in 
a group? The key is the silence. The idea is 
to put aside immediate concerns and “wait 
upon the word of the Lord,” which, for many 
of us, means listening to our best selves. Ev-
eryone has a best self, though not everyone 
can stand an hour’s silence.

M"7+/7! B%77 853, LL.B 858
Weston, Vt.

ON THE HUMANITIES
R%$"&0,#$  “Invigorating the Humani-
ties” (September-October, page 54): One 
wonders if the group studying the 50 per-
cent drop in humanities concentrators con-
sidered, as a possible factor, the oft-noted, 
significant liberal-left bias in university 
faculties.

V I S I T  H A R V A R D M A G A Z I N E . C O M

Explore More
 

The Fogg Pulls Back the Curtain
Go on a virtual, behind-the-scenes tour of the Harvard Art 
Museums’ newest 204,000-square-foot project, and see 
detailed plans and images of the building’s new space. 
harvardmag.com/fogg-13

“Ambitious of Doing the  
World Some Good”
A Harvard humanities graduate’s  
call to action  
harvardmag.com/humanities

“Reverse-Engineering  
Chinese Censorship”
A Harvard team probing Chinese censor-
ship of social media argues that collective 

action, not criticism, is what that nation’s government fears. 
harvardmag.com/censorship

Reza Aslan on Faith, Jesus, and Fox News 
The New York Times best-selling author discusses his new book, 
Zealot, at Harvard Divinity School. 
harvardmag.com/aslan

Harvardmagazine.com brings you continuous coverage of  
University and alumni news. Log on to !nd these stories and more: 

JI
M

 H
A

R
R

IS
O

N

4     N/1%!)%&  -  D%+%!)%&  2013

Reprinted from Harvard Magazine. For more information, contact Harvard Magazine, Inc. at 617-495-5746



L E T T E R S

How that a3ects Harvard specifically I 
don’t know; but the virulent reaction to a 
hypothetical question posed by then-Presi-
dent Lawrence Summers in 2005 regarding 
possible gender di3erences, as well as the 
furor evoked by his insistence on minimal 
academic responsibilities on the part of pro-
fessor Cornel West, would raise suspicions.

Could it be that undergraduates are 
smart enough to distinguish education 
from indoctrination? One should at least 
ask that question.

P%.%& H%,!"# 864
Bronx, N.Y.

D%"#  Diana Sorensen says, “The point of 
an undergraduate education in the humani-
ties is to develop…a sense of how to reason 
rigorously, how to express ideas in a com-
pelling way, and how to write well.” If that 
were true, those pragmatic goals could be 
achieved as well or better just by providing 
courses on logic, English composition, and 
(perhaps at the Business School) salesman-
ship or advertising. Few students, moreover, 
will likely be attracted to what she describes 
as a humanities curriculum designed to an-

swer such questions as “how do you build 
a meaningful life, what do you think about 
war, or what is the meaning of love?” These 
are nice questions to discuss over co3ee at 
Starbucks, in more cozy settings, or with a 
venerable guru at his mountain cave (remem-
ber all those cartoons about the meaning of 
life?). But they are not topics to convince 
bright students that humanities courses of-
fer more than bull sessions for credit. I hope 
Sorensen will find more compelling ways to 
invigorate the humanities.

P"(7 K. A79/# 857
Rolling Hills Estates, Calif.

DIVINE ORIGINS
“7,:%8* )%$,##,#$*; (September-Octo-
ber, page 29), by Courtney Humphries, is 
most interesting. Great research. But many 
Harvard alumni who respect and appreciate 
science also believe in God, believe that He 
created this world (and many others), and 
man in his image, endowing him with di-
vine potential as sons and daughters of God 
(Genesis 1:26-27). Understandably, however, 
the article omits any reference to God in re-
lation to the creation.

Our nation’s founding fathers believed 
in God and that an ongoing commitment 
to Him and His commandments is es-
sential to our prosperity and preserva-
tion. We’ve all read their statements. And 
Bible believers among us (which includes 
Dr. Francis S. Collins, former head of the 
Human Genome Project and now the Na-
tional Institutes of Health; see his book The 
Language of God concerning God-directed 
evolution) believe that God put into man 
“the breath of life; and man became a liv-
ing soul” (Genesis 2:7).

The study of ancient documents, which 
burgeoned after the 1940s discovery of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls and the Egyptian Nag 
Hammadi Library, has produced many 
documents parallel to the Bible, some of 
them describing God’s “creation” of the 
cosmos (“organization” of matter and en-
ergy, better said) and His creation of life 
through the instrumentality of light, the 
“spark” of life. Let good research continue. 
In the end it should lead to a greater un-
derstanding of God and His creations.

M"&1,# R. V"#D"!, M.B.A. 868 
Holladay, Utah

Harvardmagazine.com brings you continuous coverage of  
University and alumni news. Log on to !nd these stories and more: 
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INTERNET FOR ALL
J(0$,#$ from Elizabeth Gudrais’s discus-
sion of The End of Big (“Rise of the Little Guy,” 
September-October, page 13), author Nicco 
Mele tries too hard to make a case for the 
obvious: the Internet can be used for good or 
evil. So can every other form of human com-
munication. Yes, modern technology makes 
it vastly easier to quickly reach huge num-
bers of people, and obviously that calls for 
certain protections. But the irony in some 
of Mele’s examples is breathtaking: “who 
will produce reliable journalism if all the 
newspapers die?”; “the Internet…could lead 
to the election of demagogues”; “who will 
guarantee the safety of products such as air-
craft and pharmaceuticals?”

With his background in journalism and 
politics, Mele should be well aware of the 
abysmal failure of the major news sources 
to fully and accurately inform the public; 
the frequent failures of the Food and Drug 
Administration, the Department of Agri-
culture, and other government regulators 
to protect the public when profits are at 
stake; as well as the enormously uphill 
battle good candidates face against mas-
sive infusions of cash into elections from 
corporate interests. The Internet is the 
only real way for fair-minded people to 
stay informed and fight back…and now it 
is under attack as well.

Yes, illegal and harmful activities are con-
ducted online, but if would-be consumers 
of contract killings and sex slavery can find 
the purveyors, so can law enforcement.

Mele’s closing note of optimism seems 
sadly empty. Yes, the Internet could be 
part of a rebirth of democracy; but the sad 
truth is that power coalesces, grows, and 
corrupts. If ’Net neutrality takes a dive, 
so will our aspirations of ever having a 
fair and democratic society. Not all stories 
have happy endings.

J/4# B&/(**"&0 849
K%776 P/!%&/6

Kawaihae, Hawaii

ALZHEIMER’S AMENDMENTS
T4%&% "&% several significant errors in an 
otherwise excellent article on the challenges 
of caring for Alzheimer’s patients (“Coping 
with Alzheimer’s,” New England Regional 
Section,” September-October, page 28J).

Medicare does not cover long-term care in 
nursing homes. This type of care is covered by 
Medicaid for patients who have insu'cient 
funds to pay privately. Medicare only covers 

rehabilitation care up to 
90 days following a three-
day hospitalization. In 
addition, the costs for as-
sisted living- and nursing-
home care are reversed. Assisted living averages 
about $30,000 a year while nursing-home care 
costs $7,000 to $9,000 a month: $84,000-$108,000 
a year.

Because Alzheimer’s patients now often 
live several years in a nursing home and 
the number of patients with this problem 
has increased so much, Alzheimer’s is ap-
proaching heart disease and cancer as our 
most costly disease.

K"&7 S,#$%& 863, M.D. 867 
Kensington, N.H.

The correspondent is medical director of a 220-bed 
nursing home and board-certified geriatrician.

Nell Porter Brown replies: Due to incorrect 
information provided to Harvard Magazine, 
the article implied that Medicare covers 
housing costs in nursing homes. Medicaid 
covers these costs for those with “insuf-
ficient funds.” Medicare also pays for pre-
ventive and other aspects of healthcare for 
people in institutional settings who have 
dementia. Regarding the cost of dementia 
care, information provided to the maga-
zine, and published in the print version, 
was more fully explained: “Currently, re-
gional high-end assisted-living facilities 
with dementia care can cost as much as 
$7,000 or $9,000 a month, and rely primarily 
on private payments that only a small frac-
tion of Americans can a3ord. Nationwide, 
the average cost of Alzheimer’s care at an 
assisted-living community is about $4,800 
a month and between $6, 400 and $7,000 a 
month at a nursing home, according to a 
2010 MetLife Mature Market Study. How-
ever, prices range widely.” 

FAN MAIL
U-/# &%+%,1,#$ the September-October 
issue, I scanned the cover. “Nothing good in-
side, I can whip this o3 quickly, in the brief 
breaks I’m taking” (from lawn-mowing at 
noon on this much too hot and bright day).

Leafing through it, the heading Energy 
Divestiture caught my eye: letters by Git-
lin & Strassman pushing President Faust 
and Harvard Corp. to be leaders for cli-
mate change, not be politically cautious. 
Then more on Monro’s impact. Then 
“Rise of the Little Guy,” with the amaz-
ing powers and dark side of “Davids vs 

Visit harvardmagazine.
com to read additional 
letters to the editor.
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Goliaths” on the Internet, sobering me on 
our new reality. “Global Whitemanism” 
showed an amazing parallel world that 
could have arisen from imperial elements 
of the antebellum South, complete with 
a print. A dark side, again. I was ready 
for something lighter, so I got into goat-
cheese production for which Sandvoss ’02 
abandoned theater & Hollywood, which 
was juxtaposed with the Zimbab we refu-
gee story. Rewarding myself for finishing 
the lawn, I gave in and read “The E-mail 
Investigation,” which, unlike prior stories, 
told me little I didn’t know already, ex-
cept that none of the principals involved 
even knew there was an FAS policy for 

them to address. After all the politics, I 
again withdrew to the personal. Inspired 
by Henry Beston’s Thoreau-like existence 
with his wife on Cape Cod and in Maine, 
I tackled maybe half of “Self-Fashioning 
in Society and Solitude” before my chores 
called me, resolving to print it o3 for a 
mentee. I wondered how hard it was for 
Harvard to possess so much of Allston, 
and found I underlined a lot of that story. 
I was totally awed by the class of ’14 writ-
er, “Dear Younger Self,” wishing I’d had 
a fraction of that wisdom at her age, and 
maybe now as well, and I noted the two 
’14 Ledecky fellows just entering into this 
amazing magazine.

I was totally awed by the quality of what I 
had read, and the personal and political depth 
of it, and the writing skill from letters to brief 
sidebars—which I happened to find while 
avoiding all the cover stories and most of the 
major ones. The print & pictures pulled me 
further into the articles as well. This must 
be the full magazine, not the truncated one 
that you threatened to send to those of us 
who never sent in money. I am so renewed 
and thankful that I am writing my first check 

now. Where is it appropriate I submit this 
letter? Who knows? I’ll try out my Middle 
Tennessee Harvard Alumni Club, you at the 
Harvard Magazine so you know how grateful 
I am, and my two dear former roommates, 
Mike Hattwick and Doug Shapiro. You at the 
magazine are welcome to use this letter in any 
way you wish; I’m just delighted that I had 
the time (I didn’t) to discover your radiance. 
I can’t say enough, keep it up!

Ironically, “The Persistence of Print” just 
came to me in another form: e-mail, threat-
ening the creative destruction of print on 
paper, even as it discusses the physicality 
of print for Ashbery’s poems.

H"!-./# P. H/=%77 863
Nashville

ERRATA
H%7%# 1%#07%& reported that we misquot-
ed George Herbert, who brought “thoughts,” 
not “poems,” to church (“A Nearly Perfect 
Book,” September-October, page 34); Christa 
Kuljian wrote that the photograph accom-
panying “Open Book” in that issue (page 19) 
was taken by David Goldblatt (not David 
Goodman). We regret these errors. 

SPEAK UP, PLEASE
Har vard Magazine welcomes letters 
on its contents. Please write to “Let-
ters,” Harvard Magazine, 7 Ware Street, 
Cambridge 02138, send comments by e-
mail to your turn@har  vard.edu, use our 
website, www.harvard maga zine. com, 
or fax us at 617-495-0324. Letters may 
be edited to fit the available space. 
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