
Yesterday’s news
From the pages of  the Harvard Alumni Bulletin and Harvard Magazine  

1923 The College admits 940 appli-
cants, its largest class ever. For the first 
time, those in the top seventh of their 
preparatory schools have been admitted 
without having to take entrance exams. 

1928 Radcliffe College surveys its 
married graduates to find out “what sort 
of men its alumnae prefer to marry.” The 
answer is clear: 53 percent chose Harvard 
men, with MIT second (5 percent) and 
Yale third (2.5 percent). “Clearly,” the 
editors add, “undergraduate charm de-
creases with the square of the distance.”

1933 The editors report that “Inter-
est in football seems to be at a low ebb in 
Cambridge,” a trend prevailing at other 
colleges as well. They speculate that the 
decline is due to a combination of stu-
dents preferring to participate in athlet-
ics, rather than cheer on their class-
mates, and the possibility that 
elaborate rules and coaching make 
football “an uninteresting struggle.”  

1943 The Bulletin adopts its 
own “fighting format” for the du-
ration. Type size and paper weight 
are reduced, and alumni are asked 
to curtail their letters to the edi-

tor, because “there 
can 

now be no such gallant abandon” as in the 
extravagant pre-war days.

An Alumni Notes item summarizes news-
paper accounts of the adventures of Lieu-
tenant (jg) John F. Kennedy ’40 following 
the sinking of his PT boat.

1948 The Graduate School of Design 
joins the Schools of Education, Public 
Health, Medicine, Dental Medicine, and 
Public Administration in formally admit-
ting women to its program, and the Crim-
son opens its comp to Radcliffe students.

1958 A new residential option, the 
Harvard Cooperative House—the first 
of its type at the College—opens at 3 
Sacramento Street after more than 1,000 
hours of refurbishing and renovations to 
the building. Future upkeep and other 
chores will be done on a rotating basis by 
its 29 residents. 

1968 Columbia University student 
revolutionary Mark Rudd, on concluding 
a brief Cambridge visit, observes that 
Harvard students just don’t seem to have 
enough issues to protest about.

1983 Nuclear-disarmament activist 
Carla Johnston, the former deputy direc-
tor of the Union of Concerned Scientists, 

becomes the first Peace Fellow at Rad-
cliffe’s Bunting Institute. 

the crisis stems from the failure to deseg-
regate public schools after the Supreme 
Court would not let remedies for reform 
cross the line between city and suburbs, a 
fundamental divide of geography, race, and 
class.

He tells this far-reaching yet little-
known story in Five Miles Away, A World 
Apart, published in 2010. It contrasts the 
experiences of the struggling Thomas Jef-
ferson High School in Richmond, Virginia, 
and the thriving Freeman High School in 
the nearby suburb of Henrico County. 
Freeman was then 73 percent white and 
75 percent middle class. TJ, as the other 
school is known, was 82 percent black and 
mostly poor. Students at the first easily 
exceeded Virginia’s academic standards on 
statewide tests. At the second, they strug-
gled to meet them and didn’t see the point 
of the tests—even though the amount of 
money spent on the education of each stu-
dent was notably higher at TJ.

The book explains that today’s crisis 
in American education in K-12 schools is 
predominantly a crisis of the bottom 30 
percent, with students from low-income 
families in urban schools lagging badly 
behind students from middle-income and 
wealthier families in suburban schools in 
every measure: test scores, graduation 
rates, and rates of going to college. But 
the isolation of low-income minority 
students in cities (and increasingly 
of low-income black and Latino 
students in racially segregated and 
isolated suburban schools) means 
that middle-class and wealthier 
white suburban students are also 
isolated, at a measurable cost.

In an increasingly diverse na-
tion, a substantial body of schol-
arship shows, it is best for stu-
dents of all races, ethnicities, 
and backgrounds to learn from 
each others’ points of view. Stu-
dents in integrated schools are 
more tolerant and less preju-
diced, measured by the ten-
dency to accept and connect 
with people of other races 
versus holding them at a 
distance and turning them 
into negative stereotypes. 
They are more likely to 
want to go to integrated 
colleges, live in diverse 
neighborhoods, and work 
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