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Finished at charm school.Born a racer.

Introducing the new Porsche Panamera

The new Porsche Panamera is the seemingly improbable joining of best-in-class sports car performance 
and executive-class luxury. Exhilarating you with astounding horsepower, the agility of a car half its 
size, and well-appointed and spacious surroundings, it is the world’s most thrilling contradiction. 
See the all-new Panamera lineup at porscheusa.com/panamera. Porsche. There is no substitute. 
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Sixteen-Acre Battle!eld

I! "&$ first month after 9/11, Larry Sil-
verstein, the real-estate developer who 
owned the leases to the Twin Towers, 
received nearly 3,000 letters telling him 

how and what he should rebuild. The pub-
lic’s desires reflected various irreconcilable 
wishes: “revenge, rebirth, peace, the latest in 
green design, a park, commercial space, af-
fordable housing,” writes Elizabeth Greens-
pan, preceptor in expository writing, in her 
new book, Battle for Ground Zero. 

In 2001, Greenspan was a University of 
Pennsylvania graduate student in urban 
anthropology; she went to Ground Zero 
to investigate, and has returned many 
times in the last 12 years, interviewing 
virtually all the significant players in the 
resurrection of the area and writing dis-
patches about it for The Atlantic’s website. 
The Ground Zero process “is a microcosm 
of how things work today, and how com-

plicated decisions are made in the public 
arena,” she says. “It’s really ugly—there’s a 
lot of dysfunction. But this is it.”

The terrorist attacks transformed a 
purely commercial space into, for many, a 
sacred burial ground. Those 
who saw the 16-acre site as 
sacred and those with a com-
mercial interest in the land 
clashed politically, and as 
a cultural anthropologist, 
Greenspan studied the mean-
ings people found in the site. 
“It wasn’t only because people 
were killed, but the way they 
were killed,” she explains. “A 
thousand people were never 

found; they were literally pulverized. A lot 
of families think of that ground as being 
filled with microscopic DNA.”

There were also architects “who just 
wanted to make a place that represented 
the best in urban design and architec-
ture.” Many architects had not viewed the 
World Trade Center (WTC) positively. 
“It was a kind of urban-planning failure,” 
Greenspan says. WTC exemplified the 
“superblock” style popular in the 1960s 

A former resident of the 
neighborhood and his son 
revisit the World Trade 
Center site for the !rst time. E
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Reprinted from Harvard Magazine. For more information, contact Harvard Magazine, Inc. at 617-495-5746
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T H E  L I V I N G  P L A N E T

Geology Intersects Biology

P-'7%!0 the Earth’s 4.6-billion-year 
history into a two-foot-by-three 
poster—roughly three-quarters of 
a billion years per square foot—is 

no easy task. Yet scientists from Harvard 
and the Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
(HHMI) in Chevy Chase, Maryland, have 
teamed up to do just that with “Earth Evo-
lution: The Intersection of Geology and 
Biology”—a graphic display (opposite) of 
how geological and biological processes 
have dynamically shaped and molded the 
world we inhabit.

Classic visualizations of life on Earth 
typically pick up the tale 540 million years 
ago, when oxygen, land plants, and certain 
marine invertebrates became abundant. 
“Earth Evolution” tells a much longer and 

more complex story, stretching back to 
the earliest evidence of life. “For the first 
several billion years of Earth’s history, 
it was a world of bacteria and archaea—
only somewhat later in the game did we 
have eukaryotes,” says Fisher professor of 
natural history Andrew Knoll, referring 
to single-celled microorganisms and or-
ganisms whose cells contain a membrane-
bound nucleus, respectively. “The most an-
cient history most students have thought 
about—like trilobites or dinosaurs—is re-
ally only the last 10 or 15 percent of the his-
tory of the planet and the history of life,” 
continues Knoll, who worked closely with 
HHMI on the poster. (For more on Knoll’s 
research into the origins of life, see “Life’s 
Beginnings,” page 29.)

Using explanatory illustrations, the 
poster draws connections between bio-
logical and geological processes in Earth’s 
history, including discussions of plate tec-
tonics, chemical cycles, the greenhouse 
e,ect, early photosynthesis, and, signifi-
cantly, the oxygenation of the planet. The 
story of oxygen, in fact, is really the story 
of Earth. Knoll and his colleagues at HHMI 
have therefore divided the planet’s history 
into three broad chapters based on this all-
important gas: a long first chapter without 
oxygen, which lasted until about 2.4 billion 
years ago; an almost equally long second 
chapter when the planet had some oxy-
gen, which lasted until roughly 550 million 
years ago; and finally, the most recent era, 
characterized by large amounts of the gas.

and 1970s: “They’d take 
six blocks, bulldoze all the 
streets and sidewalks to 
create this giant undi,er-
entiated space, then fill it 
with huge skyscrapers with 
huge footprints—massive 
buildings and no street 
life,” she says. “Architects 
felt that the tragic events of 
9/11 might have a silver lin-
ing: rectifying the mistakes 
of the past and creating a 
new neighborhood, a place 
where people actually lived.” 

Eventually, in “one of the slipperiest, 
most disingenuous moments” of the pro-
cess, the Lower Manhattan Development 
Corporation (LMDC) ran a design com-
petition to create a “master plan” for the 
site—even though Silverstein, the Port 
Authority, and the governor’s o2ce had 
already decided on all the elements the site 
would contain: skyscrapers, a memorial, a 
train station. The competition was simply 
a contest to map the site, to assemble these 
pieces into an organized space. Architect 
Daniel Libeskind was declared the winner, 
though only after Governor George Pataki 
and Mayor Michael Bloomberg, M.B.A. ’66, 
overruled the LMDC’s panel of judges, ar-
chitects who had chosen a plan by an ar-

chitectural consortium called THINK.
Even so, Silverstein, the Port Authority, 

and the governor always intended to hire 
other individual architects to design the 
actual buildings. “Hardly any of the pub-
lic understood this,” Greenspan explains. 
“They looked at Daniel Libeskind’s draw-
ing and said, ‘OK, this is what will be built, 
and we’re excited about this.’ But Libes-
kind’s tower, which everyone had fallen in 
love with, was never going to be built. Larry 
Silverstein had hired his architect, David 
Childs, three weeks after 9/11.” (Childs is the 
architect of One World Trade Center, the 
primary building of the new complex.) “The 
only thing remaining from Libeskind’s de-
sign,” Greenspan adds, “is the height of the 
building—1,776 feet.” 

Ultimately, the sacred-versus-commer-
cial issue was resolved “very literally,” 
Greenspan says, by dividing the land even-
ly: half for a memorial plaza, half for o2ce 
space. “It took more than 10 years to come 
up with that!” she says, wryly. “It doesn’t 
seem like the most creative, imaginative 
solution, but it’s good enough. What I’ve 
learned about the democratic process is: 
if you end up with something that is good 
enough, in our system, that’s actually not 
so bad.” !')-%0 3-+4$)"

$3%1-4$"& 0)$$!58-! #$45%"$:
http://elizabethgreenspan.com/

Left: The Port Authority cleared the site of  
homemade memorials in 2002 and barred 
future ones. Above: Floridians protest a 
proposed Islamic Center and mosque two 
blocks from Ground Zero in 2010. 
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