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Six men and three women received honorary 
degrees at Commencement. University provost 
Alan M. Garber introduced the honorands in 
the following order, and President Drew Faust 
read the citations, concluding with the recipient’s 
name and degree. For fuller background on each 

honorand, see http://har-
vardmagazine.com/
honorands-13.

Donald Roswell Hop-
kins, M.P.H. ’70. Di-
rector of international 
health programs for 
The Carter Center, 
the leader of efforts 

to eradicate Guinea worm disease. Doc-
tor of Science: Vanquishing fiery serpents with 
missionary zeal, banishing plagues from countless 
houses, he nimbly wields the rod of Asclepius, with 
a scientist’s skill and a humanitarian’s care.

JoAnne Stubbe. MIT’s Novartis profes-
sor of chemistry and professor of biology, 
a pioneer in discovering how enzymes 
guide DNA replication and 
repair. Doctor of Science: 
Boundlessly curious, relent-
lessly rigorous, enrapt by the 
helical strands that encode our 
existence, a sage of science who 
elucidates enzymes crucial to the 
chemistry of life.

Sir Partha Sarathi Das-
gupta. Ramsey professor 
emeritus of economics, 

University of 
Cambridge,  a 
leading thinker 
at the intersec-
tion of econom-

ics, natural resources, 
population, and social 
welfare. Doctor of Laws: 
An inexhaustibly resourceful 
economist, dauntless in con-
fronting the largest of ques-
tions, he trains his keen eye on 
the plight of the poorest and 
insists we value Nature when 
we gauge the wealth of nations.

José Antonio Abreu. 
Founder of El Sistema, 
the Venezuelan music-
education and social-welfare program for 
hundreds of thousands of disadvantaged 
youths. Doctor of Music: Magnanimous mae-
stro of an uplifting movement, orchestrating har-
monies that far transcend the stage; in the sublime 
power of music he finds opportunity’s major key.

Lord Robert McCredie May. Professor, 
University of Oxford, past president of 
the Royal Society, national science advis-
er, and mathematical modeler of ecology 

and biodiversity. Doctor of 
Science: A prodigious polymath 
and peerless peer whose mind 
conceives models that sustain life 
and whose voice resounds in sup-
port of enlightened inquiry.

Elaine Hiesey Pagels, Ph.D. 
’70. Princeton’s Paine Foun-
dation professor of religion, 
the preeminent interpreter 
of Gnosticism and of early 

Christianity and its 
orthodoxies and her-
esies. Doctor of Laws: 
Bold expositor of the Gnos-
tic Gospels, reading ancient 
scriptures anew, a scholar 
transcending tradition’s con-
straints to bring forth books 
of revelation.

Clemmie Dixon Span-
gler Jr., M.B.A. ’56. North 
Carolina business and 
education leader, past 
president of the Board 
of Overseers, Business 
School benefactor and 
volunteer. Doctor of 
Laws: Exponent of education, 

executive extraordinaire, a transformative benefac-
tor both gracious and wise, who always does some-
thing for others while he has the chance.

Thomas M. Menino. The longest-serv-
ing mayor of Boston, now completing his 
fifth elected term. Doctor of Laws: The 
consummate mayor 
of the people, for the 
people, an urban me-
chanic turned urban 
legend whose love of 
his city and passion 
for its betterment 
have made and kept 
Boston strong.

Oprah Winfrey. Talk-show host, media 
entrepreneur, and philanthropist. Doctor 
of Laws: Opening books, opening doors, opening 
minds to life’s possibilities, a bountiful altruist 
and woman of valor whose audiences owe her a 
spirited standing O.

H o n o r i s  c a u s a

Alan M. Garber made note of three people 
who have served Harvard: Graduate School 
of Education dean Kathleen McCartney, 
appointed president of Smith College; Mi-
chael Shinagel, dean of continuing educa-
tion and University extension, retiring after 
a record-setting tenure; and the College’s 
Dean Hammonds.

 Significant public-sector service was also 
recognized in the conferring of an honor-
ary degree on Boston’s street-savvy mayor, 
Thomas M. Menino, who is concluding 20 
years in office, an era of robust growth in the 

local healthcare, high-technology, higher-
education, innovation-driven economy—
all aligned with Harvard’s aspirations, par-
ticularly on the mayor’s side of the Charles 
River. Cleverly echoing the rallying cry that 
helped knit Boston together after the bomb-
ing, his citation lauded a leader “whose love 
of his city and passion for its betterment 
have made and kept Boston strong.” 

Outside Tercentenary Theatre, and before 
Commencement proper, most of the week’s 
guest oracles were similarly high-minded 
and serious. Law School class day speaker 

Jeffrey Toobin ’82, J.D. ’86, legal analyst for 
The New Yorker and CNN, addressed the Su-
preme Court’s changing composition. He 
noted the retirement of associate justices 
John Paul Stevens, Sandra Day O’Connor, 
and David Souter ’61, LL.B. ’66, LL.D. ’10, 
observing that no one is likely to see “three 
more different people” than that trio, yet, 
“all were moderate Republicans who left the 
Court completely alienated from the mod-
ern Republican party.” He explained that 
“the notion of moderate Republicanism has 
disappeared from the Supreme Court, just 
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