
Yesterday’s News
From the pages of  the Harvard Alumni Bulletin and Harvard Magazine  

 1913 Mrs. George D. Widener lays the 
cornerstone of the Harry Elkins Widener 
Memorial Library during Commence-
ment week.

 1928 The Parietal Committee, facing 
new problems caused by an increasingly 
urban environment, forbids Harvard un-
dergraduates to live in apartment houses. 

 1938 Members of the Harvard Young 
Communist League, promoting a peace 
strike on Boston Common, run afoul of 
the U.S. Post Of!ce by stuf!ng House 
mailboxes with informational "iers. The 
postmaster plans to collect postage due, 
not the $300 per "ier maximum !ne.

 1943 The Crimson ends publication for 
the duration; Harvard Service News adds 
undergraduate news to its coverage of 
the trainees stationed at Harvard.

 1953 The Corporation decides not to 
remove three instructors who have re-

fused to answer questions from 
congressional committees, 

but of!cially deplores 

the use of the Fifth Amendment by fac-
ulty members and states that “present 
membership in the Communist party,” in 
the absence of extraordinary circum-
stances, would be considered “grave mis-
conduct, justifying removal.”

 1963 Harvard, Radcliffe, and gradu-
ate-school students form the Harvard 
African and Afro-American Club.

 1973 The Bulletin publishes “A Har-
vard Man’s Guide to the Watergate Scan-
dal.” “Harvard men were not directly in-
volved in the…break-in,” but all 13 alumni 
known to be otherwise linked to the 
proceedings are listed.

 1988 President Bok announces plans 
for a University-wide institute to expand 
and accelerate AIDS research at Harvard. 

 1998 The Crimson celebrates its 125th 
anniversary, capping off a year that in-
cludes inauguration of free delivery to all 
undergraduates, a !nancial-aid program, 
and a change from a six- to a !ve-day-per-
week production schedule. 

any additional income equally with the 
university partner. An “edX-supported” 
model, with full design and production 
assistance, costs a base fee of $250,000 per 
course, plus $50,000 for each subsequent 
term it is online.

If those figures indicate the cost of de-
veloping a course—with video lectures, 
supporting materials, online exercises, 
messaging tools, programming, and host-
ing—then Harvard’s ambitions to get 
multiple courses online each semester sug-
gest significant investments. Not counted 
in such costs is compensation to faculty 
members for preparatory work or running 
the courses once they appear online. To 
date, faculty members who wish to create 
online courses are doing so with signifi-
cant University support, but without di-
rect compensation for their time. 

 Faculty members’ changing roles. 
Compensation aside, online teaching 
raises new questions about professors’ 
obligations. President Faust last fall asked 
a Council of Deans subgroup to revisit 
the 2000 policy on professors’ outside ac-
tivities. Their draft, “Teaching and Other 
Educational Content in the Online Envi-
ronment,” disseminated for comment, en-
courages experimenting with pedagogical 
technologies, but says, “When Harvard is 
able to accommodate a fac-
ulty member’s request to 
make educational content 
available online, the faculty 
member is expected to use 
a Harvard platform.” Using 
other platforms requires 
prior approval.

If this policy prevails, 
Harvard faculty members 
will be less likely than 
peers at other institutions 
like Stanford, which are 
experimenting with mul-
tiple online platforms, 
to have access to other, 
evolving technologies for 
such courses. And the is-
sue of e!ective control 
over a faculty member’s 
free-time e!orts, and pos-
sibly teaching content, is 
thereby brought into play. 
This may foreshadow fu-
ture discussions about 
the ownership of intel-
lectual property, given 
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