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Shilla Kim-Parker ’04, M.B.A. ’09, New 
York City. Senior director, strategy and 
business development, Lincoln Center for 
the Performing Arts.

Lori Lesser ’88, J.D. ’93, New York City. 
Partner, Simpson Thacher and Bartlett 
LLP.

Barbara Natterson Horowitz ’83, A.M. 
’83, Los Angeles. Professor and cardiolo-
gist, David Geffen School of Medicine at 
UCLA; author.

Julie Gage Palmer ’84, Chicago. Lec-
turer in law, University of Chicago Law 
School.

Argelia M. Rodriguez, M.B.A. ’84, 
Washington, D.C. President and CEO, Dis-
trict of Columbia College Access Program.

Jacques Salès, LL.M. ’67, of Paris. Avocat 
à la Cour (attorney at law), Ginestié Magel-
lan Paley-Vincent.

Alumni Awards
The haa Clubs and SIGs [Shared Interest 
Groups] Committee Awards honor indi-
viduals who provide exemplary service to a 
Harvard club or Shared Interest Group, and 
recognize those clubs and SIGs that have or-
ganized exceptional programming. Awards 
were presented to the following recipients 
at the HAA Board of Directors’ winter meet-
ing on January 31.

Judith B. Esterquest ’72, Ph.D. ’80, of 
Manhasset, New York. Esterquest has 

held various roles in the Harvard Club of 
Long Island since 1996. As president, she 
revised bylaws to clarify the club’s mis-
sion and expand membership to parents. 
In 2005 she created the Harvard Club of 
Long Island Distinguished Teacher Award 
Program, which offers local teachers the 
chance to attend classes at the University, 
and has otherwise honored more than 100 
educators from more than 65 schools in 
the community.

John J. West Jr., M.B.A. ’95, of Cam-
bridge. West is the HAA director for Pro-
fessional Interest Shared Interest Groups 
(SIGs) and the immediate past president 
of Harvard Alumni Entrepreneurs (HAE). 
At HAE, he spearheaded a five-year strate-
gic plan to expand and sustain the SIG. As 
HAA director, he has played a crucial role 
in helping struggling SIGs grow stronger 
by sharing advice and business experience, 
troubleshooting, and providing critical re-
sources to ensure they thrived.

Membership in the Harvard Club of Po-
land has risen from 20 to 300 alumni with-
in the past six years due to popular club 
events that feature top business and politi-
cal leaders, as well as lectures by Harvard 
faculty. In 2011, the club also drew a crowd 
by hosting the annual HAA European Club 
Leaders’ Meeting, with guest speaker Lech 
Walesa. In addition, club leaders have 
strengthened connections with both cur-

rent Harvard undergraduates (e.g., by host-
ing a spring dinner) and potential Harvard 
candidates. Its “Path to Harvard” essay 
competition elicits more than 1,000 ap-
plicants annually, from which two under-
graduate and two graduate candidates are 
chosen to meet with Harvard admissions 
officers and Polish students in Cambridge.

In a successful bid to reinvigorate the 
Harvard Club of Sacramento, newly 
elected board members have built “a highly 
engaged membership” on multiple fronts: 
more than 250 alumni and guests have 
participated in club events within the past 
year. Using its new “AlumniMagnet” web-
site, the club creates two monthly e-news-
letters that reach 800 alumni. Through 
a simple but effective motto—Do “just 
one thing” for the club—members have 
creatively expanded personalized events 

ranging from bird-watching 
and potluck dinners to olive-oil 
tastings and an “underground 
tour” of Old Sacramento.

By forming an alliance be-
tween the schools, the MIT-
Harvard Club of Colombia 
has broadened its membership 
base and increased its activi-
ties. The organization has also 
been instrumental in integrat-
ing Latin American Harvard 
clubs as a whole. In 2011, it 
hosted the first regional HAA 
Latin American Club Leaders’ 
Meeting in Cartagena, Colom-
bia, which brought together 
nearly 20 leaders from the 12 
clubs. The club also fosters 
undergraduate connections, in 
part through events that bring 
together local high-school stu-
dents and Harvard College 
students doing summer intern-
ships in Colombia.

return to harvard Day
The haa invites all reunion-year 
alumni and their families to return to 
the College to experience an under-
graduate’s academic day on April 11. 
Attend classes and lectures, have lunch 
in the House dining halls, tour the cam-
pus, attend a student-led panel discus-
sion on undergraduate life, then join 
students for a reception. For details, 
contact the HAA at 617-496-7001.

A Special notice regarding Commencement exercises
Thursday, May 30, 2013 

Morning Exercises
To accommod�ate the increasing number of those wishing to attend Harvard’s Commencement Exercises, the follow-
ing guidelines are proposed to facilitate admission into Tercentenary Theatre on Commencement Morning: 

• Degree candidates will receive a limited number of tickets to Commencement. Parents and guests of degree candi-
dates must have tickets, which they will be required to show at the gates in order to enter Tercentenary Theatre. Seating 
capacity is limited, however there is standing room on the Widener steps and at the rear and sides of the Theatre for view-
ing the exercises.  

Note: A ticket allows admission into the Theatre, but does not guarantee a seat. Seats are on a first-come basis and can 
not be reserved. The sale of Commencement tickets is prohibited.

• Alumni/ae attending their reunions (25th, 35th, 50th) will receive tickets at their reunions. Alumni/ae in classes be-
yond the 50th may obtain tickets from the College Alumni Programs Office by calling (617) 496-7001, or through the an-
nual Treespread mailing sent out in March with an RSVP date of April 15th.

• Alumni/ae from non-reunion years and their spouses are requested to view the Morning Exercises over large-screen 
televisions in the Science Center, and at designated locations in most of the undergraduate Houses and graduate and pro-
fessional schools. These locations provide ample seating, and tickets are not required.

• A very limited supply of tickets will be made available to all other alumni/ae on a first-come, first-served basis through 
the Harvard Alumni Association by calling (617) 496-7001.    

Afternoon  Exercises
The Harvard Alumni Association’s Annual Meeting convenes in Tercentenary Theatre on Commencement afternoon. All 
alumni and alumnae, faculty, students, parents, and guests are invited to attend and hear Harvard’s president and the 
Commencement speaker deliver their addresses. Tickets for the afternoon ceremony will be available through the Harvard 
Alumni Association by calling (617) 496-7001.                                                              vJacqueline A. O’Neill, University Marshal 
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