
Techniques, and Recipes for Real Live Fire Cook-
ing (2002). The pair are currently working 
on a tenth book, still untitled, which they 
jokingly refer to as “Shut Up and Grill It,” a 
nod to how complicated food has become 
since they started their collaboration.

To them, food isn’t complicated. It’s a 
good time. “In fact,” Willoughby com-
ments, “one of the main reasons we have 
kept doing cookbooks together over the 
years is that it gives us an excuse to hang 
out, drinking beer and cooking, and it’s 
also a good reason to travel.”

Those travels, mostly to hot-weather re-
gions of the world, inspire them. Once they 
have an idea for a new book, Schlesinger 
(mostly) writes the recipes, drawing on a 
combination of his exposure to interna-
tional food cultures, decades of profes-
sional experience, and lifelong love of food. 
(Willoughby says his friend has a particu-
lar talent for coming up with precisely the 
right amounts of ingredients—this much 
balsamic, that much oil—without mea-
suring, and “He’s almost always right.”) 
Schlesinger then tests all his recipes him-
self, while Willoughby makes many of 

Michael Comenetz asks where Mark 
Twain said, approximately,  “I don’t know 
why so much is made of the thoughts of 
great men. I have had many of the same 
thoughts, they just had them before me.”

Andrew Schmookler hopes some-
one can identify a fable he read some 35 
years ago. It depicted iron filings making 
what they thought was their own decision 
about where to go, when they were in 
fact being moved by the force of a magnet.

“Lecturers talk while other people 
sleep” (January-February). Fred Sha-
piro, editor of The Yale Book of Quotations, 
writes, “I was unable to find any source 
details beyond Alfred Capus’s name in 
the Google results, nor any citations in 
French quotation dictionaries. Most Web 
attributions actually credit W. H. Auden 

rather than Camus or Capus, but there is 
no reason to believe he is the real coiner. 
In searching English-language newspaper 
databases, I find that the Boston Globe, on 
September 24, 1925, has “Do you talk 
in your sleep?…I talk in other people’s 
sleep.…I’m a college professor!” A similar 
anecdote in the Detroit Free Press of Octo-
ber 22, 1906, has the punch line,  “He talks 
in other people’s sleep. He is a preacher.”

“unornamental men” (January-Febru-
ary). John Gordon identified this excerpt 
from Morris Bishop’s poem “A View of 
the Gulf,” published in the July 18, 1964, 
issue of Saturday Review (xlvii:29; 6).

Send inquiries and answers to “Chapter 
and Verse,” Harvard Magazine, 7 Ware 
Street, Cambridge 02138, or via e-mail to 
chapterandverse@harvardmag.com.
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