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haiLing the humanities
What a great, much-needed article 
by Helen Vendler (“Writers and Artists 
at Harvard,” November-December 2012, 
page 27). The subhead, “How to welcome 
and nurture the poets and painters of the 
future,” is arguably the least of it.

Her last paragraph sums it up for me. 
She says that those arriving at Harvard 
who are focused on the current national 
passion for math and science will benefit 
“not only from seeing an alternative style 
of life and thought but also from the sort of 
intellectual conversation native to writers, 
composers, painters.”

Robert E. Simon Jr. ’35
Reston, Va.

My brother, the distinguished medieval 
philologist Richard O’Gorman, once went 
looking for a summer job while in graduate 
school. The interviewer asked him what he 
was studying. “Old French,” he answered. 
“Well, you’ll never sell that,” was the re-
sponse. “No,” Dick said, “I guess I’ll just 
have to keep it.”

James F. O’Gorman, Ph.D. ’66
Windham, Me.

As always, Vendler gets it right—when 
has she ever gotten anything wrong? She has 
done more than any other critic to make dif-
ficult poets like Stevens and Ashbery acces-
sible to ordinary readers like myself. If there 
are any more Vendlers out there, I would 
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like to think that an enlightened Harvard 
will admit them.

Victor A. Altshul ’56
New Haven

In her otherwise interesting article, Vendler 
implies an astonishingly conventional asser-
tion, asking and answering her question: “In 
the future, will the United States be remem-
bered with admiration?…For our wars and 
their consequences?…Certainly not.”

 Regarding our wars: The American Rev-
olution has long been viewed and recalled 
with admiration for the high cause it sup-
ported and for the contrast with too many 
other revolutionary wars that have failed 
to produce more just societies. Our Civil 
War has been a great testament to the will-
ingness of humans to risk their very lives 
for principles of equality and justice. Our 
contributions to World War II brought 
what appears to be a lasting peace to Eu-
rope, which was unable to control itself for 
millennia, and tamed the previously unfet-
tered militaristic nature of Japanese society. 
With the Cold War, we demonstrated how 
implacable enemies can contend vigorously 

but without completely massive destruc-
tion and enormous loss of life. The world is 
a much better place for “our wars.”

I cannot speak knowledgeably to the oth-
er things that Vendler denigrates, but re-
main of the opinion that, for example, our 
financial systems have in the main contrib-
uted to advances in the human condition 
and knowledge, not to mention the philan-
thropy that has benefited Harvard as well. 

Vendler has thus seriously undermined 
her argument that those with special talents 
that do not include academic and leader-
ship strengths should be invited to Harvard 
nonetheless. The number of people with 
multiple exceptional talents is vanishingly 
small, but those are the ones that Harvard 
seeks, to our mutual benefit. Harvard will 
not benefit from those who cannot or will 
not think deeply and incisively. 

Terry Goldman, Ph.D. ’73 
Los Alamos, N.M.

Vendler suggests the College should 
“mute” praise for achievement and leader-
ship, thereby facilitating the bestowing of 
“equal” praise on softer qualities of the hu-

man pysche such as creativity and reflection 
in pursuit of excellence in the humanities, 
i.e., the arts. It seems to me that the Uni-
versity should never backtrack in awarding 
kudos to true achievers in whatever field. 
Rather, recognition of the truly gifted “sin-
gle scope” students should be appropriately 
ramped up to reign as proud products of the 
College alongside the more conventional sci-
ence and engineering standouts. The litany 
of superb achievement needs to routinely in-
clude a category of “Creativity in the Arts,” 
naming breakout accomplishments in mu-
sic, art, philosophy, et al.

Bernard G. Elliker, M.P.A. ’69
Laurel, Md.

Vendler’s essay inspired me to consider 
what might appear in his application folder, 
should Homer actually apply to Harvard. 
Imagining myself his high-school guidance 
counselor, I’ve written a letter of support 
for this special student:

Dear Admissions Office:
It is with pleasure that we write to rec-

ommend a student we think would be per-
fect for Harvard. He is one of the most gifted 
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writers to ever attend our high school and 
his musical abilities are also considerable. 
Although Homer has not clocked as many 
hours in the classroom as some of our stu-
dents, he nevertheless produced two im-
pressive independent projects that de-
scribed the Trojan War and its aftermath 
in dactylic hexameters. In addition, he has 
demonstrated a strong sense of adventure 
and community spirit, wandering from to 
town to town to perform these pieces for 
local residents. We can say with confidence 
that his extracurriculars are very strong.

One point about his national rankings: 
although he sings his work, accompanied 
by a small harp, Homer should not be mea-
sured against musicians or performance art-
ists. He’s actually a “bard” and ranks in the 
99th percentile when compared with others 
in this category.

Because of the unusual circumstances sur-
rounding Homer’s performance schedule, 
his grades and SAT scores do not reflect his 
true abilities. It was not easy for him to cram 
for pop quizzes or do test prep on the road. 
And unfortunately, he had no time for phys-
ics, calculus, or any AP classes. We realize 
this runs counter to your normal admissions 
policies; nevertheless, we hope you will rec-
ognize the special abilities of this student 
and see your way to admitting him to the 
freshman class of 2017.

Mona Molarsky
Parent of a Harvard sophomore

New York City

cesarean deLiveries
As a Harvard grad and certified nurse-mid-
wife (M.S.N., Yale ’99), I’ve been waiting for 
the day that this subject received appropri-
ate coverage in these pages. Nell Lake did 
not disappoint, providing a concise, calm 
summary of the current situation in U.S. 
maternity care and the overuse of cesarean 
surgery for births (“Labor, Interrupted,” No-
vember-December 2012, page 27). Lake falls 
short in her last paragraph, though, when 
she calls for “a middle ground between two 
approaches to birth and risk.” The nurse-
midwifery profession in the United States 
has, since the 1920s, occupied this “middle 
ground”: providing evidence-based care that 
supports physiologic processes while uti-
lizing appropriate interventions and mon-
itoring for what is not normal, in collabo-
ration with specialists and surgeons who 
can intervene when necessary. We do not 
need to search for this middle ground—we 

need to reorient our ratio of midwives to 
obstetricians.

Perhaps now my other wish will come 
true: Harvard will join Yale, Columbia, and 
Penn in offering Ivy League advanced-prac-
tice nursing education. The U.S. healthcare 
system will depend on the full integration of 
advanced-practice nurses as both providers 
and keepers of the evidence-based flame for 
its future success and survival. See the Insti-
tute of Medicine’s 2010 report, “The Future 
of Nursing.”

Katherine Plummer ’91
Moretown, Vt.

My daughter-in-law delivered a baby in 
August and was telling my surgeon-to-be 
daughter (class of 2004) about the length 
and pain of her labor. I delivered three chil-
dren naturally, with just four or fewer hours 
of labor and without any pain. According to 
them, this is very rare. I am surprised that, 
after all these years, there have not been 
enough studies about why there are women 
like me and other women who suffer great 
pain during delivery. Such studies should 
shed light on the process of delivery so that 
cesareans are not necessary anymore, and 
more women can deliver without suffering.

Evelyn Lee
Ramsey, Minn.

I was struck by the information relating 
to breech births. In 1975, my second child 
was in the breech position. When I went 
into labor, I was rushed to x-ray. If the ba-
by’s chin was up, it could catch on the pel-
vis on the way out. This would require a 
C-section. If the chin was tucked, we could 
proceed with vaginal delivery. Fortunately, 
the chin was tucked and four hours later she 
was born with no further issues. I wonder 
if the x-ray is an example of a less invasive 
procedure that has been left out of the re-
cent training of doctors. 

Winifred Allen Richman ’64
New York City

Lake’s discussion about cesarean sec-
tions, like almost all other considerations 
of this topic, fails to consider that probably 
at least 90 percent of the all-too-common 
subsequent development of pelvic-floor dis-
orders in women—urinary incontinence, 
cystocoele, rectocoele, uterine prolapse—
are a late (often years-late) consequence of 
vaginal delivery. If one considers the mor-
bidity, even mortality, cost, discomfort, etc., 
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Maggie geoga ’12 perforMs with Mariachi Veritas de harVard  
in KirKland house at a cereMony to honor lionel richie.
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Harvard is... 
playing mariachi  
for Lionel Richie in  
your living room

DeLiveRing an UnpaRaLLeLeD 

stUDent expeRience

Support the

alumni.harvard.edu/give

Our Accompl ished Contr ibutors
We warmly thank three outstanding 
contributors to Harvard Magazine dur-

ing 2012, and hap-
pily award each 
a $1,000 hono-
rarium for superb 
service to readers.

Gordon McKay 
professor of com-
puter science Har-
ry Lewis, former 
dean of Harvard 

College, is a devoted and in-
novative teacher.  “Reinventing 
the Classroom” (September-
October, page 54), his first-
person account of rethinking 
pedagogy as he created a 
new course, is a lively prim-
er on learning and teaching 
at a time of rising Univer-
sity interest in the field. It 
is a pleasure to recognize 
his supple prose with the 

Smith-Weld Prize (in memory 
of A. Calvert Smith ’14, a for-
mer secretary to the Govern-
ing Boards and executive assis-
tant to President James Bryant 
Conant, and of Philip S. Weld ’36, 
a former president of the maga-
zine), which honors thought- 
provoking writing about Harvard.

Pete Ryan’s cover illustration for the 
July-August magazine (a fractured Capitol 
dome held together by bandages made 

from the Stars and 
Stripes) captured the 
essence of the issue, 

devoted to 
problems 
in Ameri-
can governance, in an especially thought-
provoking, disquieting way—the hallmark 
of superb illustration. His work appears 
again in this issue; see page 9.

Photographer Peter Pereira accom-
panied then-associate editor Elizabeth 
Gudrais to India last winter, and captured 
the searing images of dispossessed chil-
dren and homeless families that appeared 
on the November-December cover and 
with her feature, “Reclaiming Child-
hood”—humane artistry of a very high 
order.  vThe Editors

Peter Pereira

Pete Ryan

Harry Lewis
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I Choose Harvard...

A course that uses 3-D computer models 
to virtually transport students to ancient 
Egypt. An annual painting salon led by the 
co-Master of Quincy House. Handheld 
devices that help a life sciences professor 
tell whether his lectures are sinking in.  
An engineering class that spurs “blue-sky 
ideas” to address global needs. 

These are some of the innovative approaches 
to teaching and learning made possible 
through flexible, immediate-use funds to 
Harvard’s Faculty of Arts and Sciences 
(FAS). Such dollars give exceptional 
students from around the globe an 
unmatched liberal arts education, both 
inside and outside the classroom. 

The Dean’s Fellows are a select group  
who have contributed $1 million in 
unrestricted, immediate-use funds. These 
empower FAS Dean Michael D. Smith  
to invest in emerging ideas and initiatives. 
Dean’s Fellows represent the highest level 
within the Harvard Yard Society, whose 
names are inscribed on a recognition wall 
in University Hall. 

Among the Dean’s Fellows are Neil W. 
Flanzraich ’65, JD ’68 and his wife, Kira,  
of Coral Gables, Fla. “I have been very 
fortunate in life and have always felt a deep 
sense of gratitude and obligation for what 
Harvard has done for me,” says Flanzraich, 
who lived in Lowell House, concentrated 
in Slavic languages and literatures, and 
was a member of Phillips Brooks House, 
Harvard Hillel, and Phi Beta Kappa. An 
investor in privately owned biotechnology 
companies, he is an “expert-in-residence” 

this year with Harvard Law School and 
the Harvard Innovation Lab. Flanzraich 
gives to Harvard in an unrestricted way 
because, he explains, “I believe the Uni-
versity knows better than I do how my 
gifts can best be used.”

Robert D. Lindsay ’77 and his wife, Teresa, 
of Locust Valley, N.Y., are also Dean’s 
Fellows. At Harvard, Lindsay lived in 
Winthrop House, concentrated in English 
and American literature and language, and 
played freshman hockey. Lindsay’s Harvard 
fundraising activities include co-chairing 
his 35th reunion gift committee.

Delivering an unparalleleD stuDent experience

Support the

alumni.harvard.edu/give

photos: (left) Rose lincoln and (Right) KRis snibbe / haRvaRd univeRsity

Dean’s Fellows Support Excellence and Emerging Ideas 

“ Unrestricted gifts allow the Harvard leadership to address 

critical strategic needs immediately.” —robert D. linDsay ’77

students in a freshman seminar examine archival 
materials from the tiananmen square protests.

immediate-use gifts support innovative courses 
such as charles Maier’s “political Justice and 
political trials” gen ed class.

“While targeted endowment gifts are 
highly important, their impact is felt over 
a long period of time. Unrestricted gifts 
allow the Harvard leadership to address 
critical strategic needs immediately,” says 
Lindsay, co-managing partner at Lindsay 
Goldberg, a global private equity com-
pany in New York City. “Excellence is 
expensive and should be treasured. Tally 
up the contributions made by Harvard 
students and educators to the world’s 
betterment, and it would be hard not to 
see a gift as producing a wonderful and 
priceless return.”
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speak up, pLease
Har vard Magazine welcomes letters 
on its contents. Please write to “Let-
ters,” Harvard Magazine, 7 Ware Street, 
Cambridge 02138, send comments by e-
mail to your turn@har  vard.edu, use our 
website, www.harvard maga zine. com, 
or fax us at 617-495-0324. Letters may 
be edited to fit the available space. 

of these problems and adds them into the 
equation, it may well be that even more 
births should be performed by C-section.

Francis C. Evans, M.D. ’63
Palm Coast, Fla.

the sugary soda effect
Not a scientist, I find it puzzling that 
“Soda and Violence” (November-December 
2012, page 9), while documenting a high cor-
relation between sugary drinks and violent 
behavior in youth, goes on to observe mildly 
that “one further avenue for research is eluci-
dating the underlying mechanism.” It doesn’t 
seem to me that the research is complete 
without elucidating the underlying mecha-
nism; the penchant for imbibing such drinks 
may well be a feature of youthful impulsiv-
ity and need for gratification not perceived 
to be otherwise achievable, but the correla-
tion doesn’t seem to point to any evidence of 
environmental or epigenetic “effect” of the 
drinks. It seems unremarkable that youth 
prone to violence are also prone to other 
forms of impulsivity and self-gratification. 

I don’t understand why the finding is use-
ful in identifying potential policy, since the 
health need to curtail sugary and caffeinated 
drinks is so well understood anyway.

Kenneth McElheny ’58
Brookline, Mass.

The article about David Hemenway’s 
study on the link between soda consump-
tion and violence in teens rightly notes that 
a correlation in the two behaviors does not 
necessarily imply causation. But the article 
doesn’t mention one obvious hypothesis: 
that the causal pathway is reversed. Teens 
(and others) who engage in aggressive behav-
ior may be psychologically prone to guzzle 
whatever is at hand, in an attempt to soothe 
their inner demons, and may therefore choose 
to drink more soda than others. As a social 
scientist, I was surprised that this hypothesis 
was missing, and am curious to know wheth-
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versity knows better than I do how my 
gifts can best be used.”

Robert D. Lindsay ’77 and his wife, Teresa, 
of Locust Valley, N.Y., are also Dean’s 
Fellows. At Harvard, Lindsay lived in 
Winthrop House, concentrated in English 
and American literature and language, and 
played freshman hockey. Lindsay’s Harvard 
fundraising activities include co-chairing 
his 35th reunion gift committee.

Delivering an unparalleleD stuDent experience

Support the

alumni.harvard.edu/give

photos: (left) Rose lincoln and (Right) KRis snibbe / haRvaRd univeRsity

Dean’s Fellows Support Excellence and Emerging Ideas 

“ Unrestricted gifts allow the Harvard leadership to address 

critical strategic needs immediately.” —robert D. linDsay ’77

students in a freshman seminar examine archival 
materials from the tiananmen square protests.

immediate-use gifts support innovative courses 
such as charles Maier’s “political Justice and 
political trials” gen ed class.

“While targeted endowment gifts are 
highly important, their impact is felt over 
a long period of time. Unrestricted gifts 
allow the Harvard leadership to address 
critical strategic needs immediately,” says 
Lindsay, co-managing partner at Lindsay 
Goldberg, a global private equity com-
pany in New York City. “Excellence is 
expensive and should be treasured. Tally 
up the contributions made by Harvard 
students and educators to the world’s 
betterment, and it would be hard not to 
see a gift as producing a wonderful and 
priceless return.”
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•	 Creatively-designed	journeys
•	 Small	groups	of	8	to	20	travelers	from	Harvard	&	beyond
•	 The	expertise	of	renowned	scholars
•	 Over	40	trips	annually	to	all	continents	

Encounter	the	world.
The Harvard Museum of Natural History Travel Program  
  invites you to experience...

Discover	why	we	have	earned	a	reputation	for	
offering	innovative	adventures	and	expedition	travel	
to	trend-setting	destinations―with	an	educational	
twist.	Call	us	at	(617)	495-2463.	
	

Coming in 2013: Cuba	on	the	Edge	of	Change	•	Remote	Corners	
of	Burma	•	Land	of	the	Simmer	Dim:	Highlands	and	Islands	of	
Scotland	•	St.	Petersburg:	Russia’s	Cultural	Capital	

www.hmnh.harvard.edu/travel	•	hmnhtravel@hmnh.harvard.edu
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er the study itself tests for it. For example, an 
experiment could be designed where teens 
were allowed to choose between various 
beverages, and also allowed to choose the 
amount they wished to drink, to see if those 
more prone to violence were more likely to 
choose to drink more of sugary beverages.

Kimberly Marten ’85
New York City

cheating
Only at Harvard could we parse these 
words and somehow find ambiguity: “stu-
dents may not discuss the exam with oth-
ers” (“Investigating Academic Misconduct,” 
November-December 2012, page 40). Those 
were the instructions on the Government 
1310 final exam, yet somehow those instruc-
tions are now being debated by highbrow 
administrators.

 The gymnastics performed to explain— 
or attempt to explain away—straightfor-
ward cheating would be comical if not so 
sad. We need panels and interdisciplinary 
teams and a couple committees for good 
measure to investigate this? Despite my Har-
vard degree, I am able to follow simple rules 
when I read them. Shame on all for making 
the simple complicated, the Harvard way.

William Choslovsky, J.D. ’94
Chicago

One of the best courses I took at Harvard 
was Professor Sam Beer’s [Soc Sci 2]. He sug-
gested six political theorists and six periods 
of history. He even gave us the exam ques-
tions ahead of time! He told us the exam 
would ask us to write on only, say, six of 
10 questions, meaning we only had to pre-
pare answers to less than 10. So we formed 
groups to come up with our best answers. 
In the exam we parroted what we remem-
bered of the answers our groups came up 
with. Were we cheating? He set the rules; we 
gamed them—of course, legally. The exercise 
was a great learning experience, much more 
than I would have had on my own.

John R. McGinley ’58
Wilton, Conn.

erratum
Primus v  and his editors thank his prede-
cessor for pointing out an incorrect spell-
ing—igutur, for igitur—in the second item of 
the November-December 2012 issue’s College 
Pump (“Ipso Facto!” page 60). The error in 
transcribing the lyrics of “Illegitimum non 
carborundum” was ours.
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