
“Your wooden arm you hold outstretched
to shake with passers-by.”

T h e  C o l l e g e  P u m P

Ipso Facto!

P eer through railings on Me-
morial Drive at Leverett House’s 
McKinlock Hall and you will see 
between two arched windows a 

bell hanging in a small timber bell-frame 
about 15 feet above ground. Insinuate your-
self into the Leverett courtyard, and you will 
discover that it is a bell of rather modest 
size, about a foot across at bottom. It has no 
ropes with which to ring it, no doubt a frus-
tration to the undergraduates in the House. 
Across the front of the mount, “Pennoyer” 
is carved into the wood in script. What is 
this all about? you ask yourself. 

Roger Thompson, professor of Ameri-
can history at the University of East An-
glia, Norwich, Norfolk, England, answers 
your question in a dispatch to this maga-
zine. The bell was given to Harvard in 1945 
by the village of Pulham St. Mary, near Diss, 
Norfolk, where it had hung in the tower of 
their school since 1790 but had recently been 
removed because the belfry had rotted. Un-
like the case of certain Russian bells, no one 
will be asking for this bell back because the 
school was closed in 1988.

What links Harvard and Pulham St. Mary 
is that name, Pennoyer. “William Pennoy-
er (1603-1671) was a London merchant who 
grew rich during and after the English Civil 
War (1642-1646),” Thompson writes. “He 
traded all over the known world, to India, 
Madagascar, The Levant, Barbados, Virginia, 

Massachusetts, Guinea, Italy, Germany, and 
Holland. His half-brother came to Massa-
chusetts in 1635, but soon moved on to New 
Netherland and Connecticut. When Wil-
liam came to make his will, his five children 
had all died. After generous legacies to his 
half-brother and to other relations, he made 
a series of philanthropic bequests. One of 
these was to support two scholarships and 
two fellowships at Harvard, with preference 
for any descendants of his half-brother. An-
other was for a free school in Pulham St. 
Mary. Both legacies were funded by rents 
from farms he owned in the village. Though 
Harvard sold its farm in 1903, Pennoyer 
scholarships are still awarded.”

Thompson learned how the bell came 
to Harvard from a letter written by a for-
mer Pennoyer scholar, Grant Palmer Pen-
noyer, A.B. 1915, M.D. ’19. His eldest daugh-
ter, Virginia, who was working for the State 
Department in London in 1945, visited the 
Pennoyer school in Pulham St. Mary and 
revealed her identity. They made a big fuss 
over her, her father wrote, but when they 
offered her a bell, she 
only smiled. She did 
tell her father about it, 
and he wrote the head 
of the school to say 
that he would be de-
lighted to accept the 
bell. He thought the 
most suitable place 
for it would be Har-
vard and suggested it 
go to Leverett House 
because John Leverett,  
A.B. 1680, S.T.B. ’92, 
president from 1708 
to 1724, had been an 
early Pennoyer bene-
ficiary. As a young fel-

low and tutor of the College, he had received 
£20 from the Pennoyer bequest in 1694. And 
so it came to pass.

 
Illegitimum non carborundum. Ocean-
ographer Allan R. Robinson ’54, Ph.D. ’59, 
had a profound understanding of the Gulf 
Stream, which earned him respect in learned 
circles worldwide, according to an account 
of his career written last year by colleagues 
for the minutes of the Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences after the death of the McKay pro-
fessor of geophysical fluid dynamics emeri-
tus. Members of the Harvard Band came to 
his memorial service and burst into song. 

As an undergraduate, Robinson played 
baritone horn with the Band. “During Com-
mencement week in 1953,” wrote his col-
leagues, “Allan and his friends Edward Up-
ton [’53, G ’55] and Charles Lipson [’54, M.D. 
’58] decided to write a set of nonsense Latin 
verses for ‘Ten Thousand Men of Harvard.’” 
They incorporated in their text the Band’s 

motto, “Illegitimum non 
carborundum,” loosely 
translated as “Don’t let 
the bastards grind you 
down.” At Robinson’s ser-
vice the Band belted out:

Illegitimum non carbo-
     rundum;
Domine salvum fac.
Illegitimum non carbo-
      rundum;
Domine salvum fac.
Gaudeamus igutur!
Veritas non sequitur?
Illegitimum non carbo-
       rundum—ipso facto!
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