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assistant professor of business administration Meg Rithmire, Ph.D. ’11, spent the morn-
ing of October 5 shepherding Chinese scholars around campus. That afternoon, she got 
married. “I’ve never envisioned having a wedding,” she says of her civil ceremony. “I can’t 
imagine caring about wearing a white dress.” Dinner at a Chinese restaurant with her new 
husband, John David Hampton ’00, and their families, followed. “My life is about research 
and teaching that encourages people here to think about China in a dynamic way,” she 
says. “It’s still a foreign place. I don’t want people to be afraid of China.” In high school,  she 
read Ha Jin’s Waiting, a bleak book about a man seeking a divorce amid the Cultural 
Revolution. The Atlanta teenager was captured by “the couple’s inefficacy and the impact 
a culture has on individuals.” She went on to earn dual degrees in Chinese and interna-
tional studies at Emory University,  along with a master’s and a doctorate in political science. 
Now at the Business School, she is writing a book on the commodification of land in 
China and helps teach a spring favorite: “Business, Government, and the International 
Economy,” crafting the section on the “success” of the planned city of Chongquin. “Is it 
real growth? Debt-financed? Or a propaganda bid on behalf of political leaders?” she asks. 
The school wants more intrepid thinkers—and Asian experts.“You can’t be a wallflower 
here,” she says. “I have M.B.A.s who are basically my age [30]. They think I’m a big China 
nerd.” Happily, she says, the HBS culture “is not as stodgy as people think.” Professors must 
teach in full suits. But on a Friday, Rithmire sports grasshopper-green silk pants and an 
Egyptian-style gold necklace. “I do own pearls,” she admits. “But it’s just not me.”

M e g  r i t h m i r e

College statement, Dean Smith said aca-
demic integrity “goes to the heart of our 
educational mission. Academic dishon-
esty cannot and will not be tolerated at 
Harvard.” President Faust stated, “These 
allegations, if proven, represent totally 
unacceptable behavior that betrays the 
trust upon which intellectual inquiry at 
Harvard depends.…[T]he scope of the al-
legations suggests that there is work to 
be done to ensure that every student at 
Harvard understands and embraces the 
values that are fundamental to its com-
munity of scholars.”

Second, it came at the beginning of the 
academic year, when standards and ex-
pectations were being communicated, 
and practical steps could be taken. In his 
e-mail, Smith asked faculty members to 
review each syllabus “right now” to en-
sure that the policy on student collabora-
tion was clearly stated; to discuss it with 
each class; and to convene with peers and 
departmental directors of undergraduate 
studies on measures to “foster a culture 
of honesty and integrity in our classes and 
learning assessments.” Harris said he was 
at pains to “start a conversation on this” 
within the community at large, building 
on work concerning academic integrity 
begun by his office two years ago (see be-
low).

Finally, with so many students facing 
investigation, the news would have spread 
anyway.

The disclosure sparked news coverage 
worldwide—much of it informed by the 
Crimson’s thorough, enterprising legwork. 
Later that day, the paper reported that the 
course was Government 1310, “Introduction 
to Congress,” taught by assistant professor 
of government Matthew B. Platt. Its arti-
cle was accompanied by a reproduction of 
the April 26, 2012, instructions for the take-
home final examination, with a highlight-
ed passage explicitly stating that “students 
may not discuss the exam with others.”

As the confidential Ad Board reviews 
proceeded, several strands of discussion 
emerged.

• Some students said they were not 
surprised by the allegations, and rumors 
circulated that the undergraduates in-
volved included members of varsity ath-
letic teams, or various social organizations, 
allegedly attracted by the course’s unde-
manding reputation, structure (four take-
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