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Lightweight Rowing
The men’s varsity eight won the national 
championship at the Intercollegiate Row-
ing Association (IRA) regatta in Camden, 
edging Dartmouth by just under a second 
and setting a course record of 5:33.059. 
The lights’ !rst national title since 2003 
capped an undefeated season that also 
saw the Crimson win the Eastern Sprints 
regatta in Worcester, placing them atop 
Eastern collegiate rowing and the Ivy 
League for the second straight year.

 The women’s varsity lights took 
bronze, behind Stanford and Bucknell, at 
the IRA regatta.  

Softball
Harvard (35-15, 17-3 Ivy) repeated as  
Ivy champions, sweeping Penn, 1-0 and 
5-2, in the Ivy Championship series. Star 
pitcher Rachel Brown ’12 spun a three-
hit shutout in the !rst game. Fireballing 
Laura Ricciardone ’14 won the second, 
with Brown nailing down the save.    

At the NCAA tournament in Seattle, 
Brown took a 2-0 loss to Washington in 
the regional opener, but bounced back 
to strike out 12 as the Crimson posted 
its first NCAA tournament win in 14 
years, a 3-2 victory over Maryland in 
eight innings. She then shut out Texas 
Tech, 2-0, before Washington again de-
feated Brown and the Crimson, 4-0, in 
the !nal.

Spor ts  Wrap

mas break), but James pulled an oar that 
year for the formidable Harvard eight that 
was undefeated in dual meets, won the 
Eastern Sprints, took silver at the IRAs, 
and reached the semifinals in the Ladies’ 
Plate. This year, rowing together in the 

varsity, they won the Head of the Charles 
last fall, enjoyed an undefeated dual-meet 
season, and were nipped by 0.3 seconds by 
Brown at the Sprints. Their varsity crews  
have been undefeated in the Harvard-Yale 
regatta; the Eli haven’t won the four-mile 

race in New London since 2007.
They aren’t big athletes: Sam is six feet 

one and 190 pounds, James six two and 
around 185. Sam typically rows in the 
number-four seat, part of the powerful 
“engine room” that occupies the middle 
four seats of an eight-man crew. James is 
a bowman, sitting in the number-one seat, 
where the thwart is narrower and lighter 
weight is helpful: “Boats tend to lift up at 
the bow—you don’t want to sink the bow,” 
he explains. The all-important balance of 
the shell is a bit more sensitive there, and 
with all the other oarsmen in full view, 
“you can see more of what’s going on,” he 
notes: the bowman can occasionally re-
port useful observations to his crewmates 
on what their blades are doing. Sam has no 
preference as to where he rows—he was at 
number six for some races this year—and 
simply mentions, with a grin, “You work 
pretty hard, and your legs hurt pretty bad-
ly, no matter where you sit.”

The brothers grew up in Christ-
church, a city of about 375,000 in a coun-
try where sheep “outnumber humans 
eight to one,” according to James. Their 

At home, far  
from home:  
New Zealander 
brothers James 
(left) and Sam 
O’Connor in 
Newell Boathouse 
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