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From the pages of  the Harvard Alumni Bulletin and Harvard Magazine  

1917 With the country at war, Har-
vard’s Committee on Military Affairs 
advises alumni and undergraduates: 
“Rather than enlist as a private, try to 
qualify as an officer…or as a specialist.” 
Universities, notes the Bulletin, are best 
qualified to provide men with special 
training “above the ears.” 
 
1927 The Faculty of Arts and Sci-
ence implements a new academic sched-
ule with two lecture-free “reading peri-
ods.” The reform is intended partly to 
free students “from a minute and con-
tinuous supervision of their studies” and 
to relieve teachers “from part of their 
excessive burden of teaching.” 
 
1932 The College redivides some 
suites in the Houses to accommodate 
more men and bring down the price of 
rooms per capita, a measure designed to 
aid “men of moderate means.” 
   
1952 Ralph Bunche, Ph.D. ’34, re-
gretfully resigns his two-year-old ap-
pointment as professor of government. 
His U.N. duties as director of trustee-

ships and mediator between Arabs and 
Israelis have prevented him from holding 
even one class. 
  
1967 The Undergraduate decries 
the stereotype of the Harvard radical as 
someone with an unkempt beard, wear-
ing the same shirt five days in a row and 
carrying a protest sign. “The Harvard 
man may be bearded and unwashed (on 
weekdays),” the column asserts, “but he 
is probably in Lamont Library studying.” 

1982 Anticipating federal and state 
cuts in student aid, Harvard announces 
plans to increase tuition costs by 15 per-
cent. The increase of $1,560 will not only 
attempt to alleviate the cost of lost aid, 
but also increase the salary of junior fac-
ulty and pay for classroom renovations. 
  
2002 The first Women’s Guide to 
Harvard is published, featuring every-
thing from a directory of female faculty 
to information on gynecological exams. 
The book also includes accounts from 
Radcliffe alumnae, detailing styles, ste-
reotypes, and even sexual harassment. 

killed 900, this area remained peaceful. 
A team of HSPH students spent three 

weeks in January studying water and 
sanitation in Cheeta Camp, where health 
and safety conditions are understandably 
a concern, especially among the rows of 
shacks that have risen on garbage fields at 
the slum’s edge. The team’s work included 
an exercise to map the slum’s public toi-
lets, used by the vast majority of residents. 
The students hoped the resulting map, 
provided as a resource to the government 
and NGOs, would guide the siting of new 
toilets in underserved areas.

The students were supervised by Rich-
ard Cash, a senior lecturer in the depart-
ment of global health and population who 
was one of the inventors of Oral Rehydra-
tion Therapy (which the Lancet called one 
of the most important medical discover-
ies of the last century). They had worked 
with partners at Mumbai’s Tata Institute 
of Social Sciences (TISS) to identify issues 
to study during their three weeks in Mum-
bai; other teams examined access to water 
and mental-health services.

The TISS partnership proved pivotal: 
the group working in Cheeta Camp heard 
from residents that researchers came over 
and over, but nothing ever changed; they 
seemed heartened to learn of the involve-
ment of an institution with an enduring 
local presence. TISS also provided referrals 
to translators and guides; travel is disori-
enting in the slum’s narrow alleyways, even 
with a map. On the first day, the students 
walked the entire slum in what they 
thought was a comprehensive sur-
vey, but located just 14 toilets; later 
in the week, with the help of local 
guides, they mapped a total of 48 
(comprising 701 stalls in all).

The students’ primary objectives 
were practicing field methods and 
learning firsthand the challenges 
inherent in conducting such re-
search. For example, they ex-
pected residents to be reluctant 
to answer questions about their 
bathroom habits, but didn’t con-
sider how logistics might come 
into play. On the first day, when 
they at last found a man willing 
to complete their survey, they 
conducted it outside his door—
and suddenly he was discussing 
this sensitive topic in front of 
30 neighbors. The group subse-
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