
profit founded by C.V. Madhukar, M.P.A. 
’04. (Khanna has an advisory role.) The or-
ganization—aware that India’s members of 
parliament lack a publicly funded research 
staff, and cognizant of the risks when leg-
islators vote on issues they know little 
about, or get information from those with 
vested interests—sends each of India’s 
790 MPs a brief analysis of every bill be-
fore them each session. (This is only a few 
dozen bills per year.) The group treasures 
its reputation as strictly nonpartisan; in In-
dia’s divisive political climate, Madhukar is 
heartened that members of the two largest 
political groups, the Congress and Bharati-
ya Janata parties, contact PRS in numbers 
proportional to their seats in Parliament.

Khanna’s portfolio mirrors a larger 
trend:  Har vard-India 
links, largely focused on 
business and Mumbai, 
are diversifying in terms 
of geography and subject 
matter—and University 
scholars are making a 
mark on the country from 
the highest reaches of 
government down to the 
grass roots.

Undergraduates arrive 
in Bangalore each sum-
mer to work in life-sci-
ences labs, in a program 
led by professor of molecular and 
cellular biology Venkatesh Mur-
thy. Sen and Bose participate in 
an advisory group to guide their 
alma mater, Kolkata’s Presidency 
College (a prestigious institution 
that dates from 1817) as it makes 
the transition to a full-service, 
English-language, liberal-arts in-
stitution. Atul Gawande, associate 
professor of surgery at Harvard 
Medical School and associate pro-
fessor in the department of health 
policy and management at HSPH, 
is influencing maternal and new-
born health, administering a $14-million 
grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-

dation to test a safe childbirth checklist 
in 120 Indian hospitals. And Jacqueline 
Bhabha, Smith lecturer on law and execu-
tive director of the University Committee 
on Human Rights Studies (and wife of 
Homi Bhabha), in 2009 founded the Shanu 
Project to work on human-rights issues af-
fecting girls and women—education, early 
marriage, employment prospects, domestic 
violence—in five villages in Gujarat state 
in northwest India. (The NGO was named 
for a Gujarati girl who hanged herself 
around the time the project began.)

When Walker professor of business 
Krishna Palepu joined the HBS faculty in 
1983, he was only the second faculty member 
of Indian origin. How many are there now? 
“I don’t know,” says Palepu, who was just 
appointed President Faust’s senior adviser 
for global strategy. “I’ve stopped counting.”

His early research, focused on mergers 

and acquisitions and corporate disclosure, 
had little to do with his native country. 
But as India’s economy began to grow, 
Palepu became curious about what made 
for success—leading, ultimately, to a 2010 
book titled Winning in Emerging Markets, co-
authored with Khanna.

One key concept: it is hazardous to as-
sume that what works for the middle class 
in a country with a high standard of living 
can simply be copied wholesale for use in 
a developing country with a burgeoning 
middle class. Palepu notes that the aver-
age revenue per user for a cell-phone com-
pany in the United States is $70 a month; 
in India, even middle-class customers can 
afford an average of just $5 a month. This 
means tremendous pressure to cut costs, 
and figure out what features consumers 
can live without, without sacrificing qual-
ity. (This is the approach behind the Tata 
Nano.)

american-born lyonel Feininger (1871-1956) 
was an illustrator and cartoonist active in Ger-
many who in 1907 gave up his commercial work 
and rose to prominence as an artist who ex-
hibited with the expressionists. Much of his 
formal work was heavily influenced by cubism, 
to which he was exposed in Paris in 1911. His 
resulting “prismatic” style was applied most 
frequently to architectural subjects—in 1919, 
Walter Gropius chose Feininger as his first ap-
pointment to the teaching staff of the Weimar 
Bauhaus—but also to figures and seascapes. 
Though best known for his drawings and wa-

tercolors, Feininger took up pho-
tography at the age of 57, going out 
at night to experiment with avant-
garde photographic techniques. A 
selection of his rarely seen pho-
tographs, along with drawings and 
watercolors, will be on display from 
March 30 to June 2 at the Sackler 
Museum, and an online collection 
of his photographic 
works is accessible 
at www.harvard-
artmuseums.org/
fe iningerphoto-
graphs.

harvard’s links to  
India, from business to 
health, are spreading 
across the country.

Lyonel Feininger, photographer

From top: Untitled (night view of Trees and streetlamp, Burgkühnauer allee, 
dessau), 1928;  and Bauhaus, March 26, 1929. 
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Visit harvardmag.
com/extras to view 
more examples of 
Feininger's work.
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