
marc hauser resigns
Professor of psychology Marc Hauser, 
who was found “solely responsible” for 
eight counts of scientific misconduct 
last year, resigned effective August 1, fol-
lowing a year on leave. As previously re-
ported (“Marc Hauser’s 
Return,” July-August, 
page 58), he had been 
denied permission to 
teach during the new 
academic year. The case 
remains under federal 
investigation.
 
75, in the 375th
H a r va r d  Ke n n e dy 
School celebrates its 
seventy-fifth anniversa-
ry during the Universi-
ty’s 375th-anniversary 
year. Commemorative 
events were scheduled 
to begin in late August, 
as students arrived, 
with a day of service; to 
include events on Octo-
ber 14, coinciding with 
Harvard’s community 
festivities; and to fea-
ture a series of addresses by alumni who 
are now heads of state. Details are avail-
able at http://hks.harvard.edu/75.

maternal health Checklist
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
awarded a $14.1-million grant to Harvard 
School of Public Health to test the ef-
fectiveness of a World Health Organiza-
tion checklist-based system for reducing 
deaths related to childbirth and improv-
ing the health of mothers and infants. 
The four-year BetterBirth trial is sched-
uled for 120 hospitals in Uttar Pradesh, 
India. It will be led by Atul Gawande, 
associate professor in health policy and 
management and a surgeon at Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital, who has written 
widely on the subject, including a book 
titled The Checklist Manifesto, and Jona-
than Spector, a research associate at the 
school and a neonatologist at Massachu-
setts General Hospital. (Gawande was 
profiled in “The Unlikely Writer,” this 
magazine’s September-October 2009 
cover story, page 30).

endowment Preview
Harvard Management Company won’t 
report fiscal year 2011 (ended June 30) re-
sults until September—but they should 
be positive, perhaps strongly so, since 
they preceded the August crash. Through 
May 31, the smaller but sophisticated 
University of Virginia Investment Man-
agement Company reported returns of 
21.4 percent. Cornell projected a 17.2 per-
cent rate of return. And two state pen-

sion funds, Massachusetts and the huge 
California Public Employees’ Retirement 
System, reported preliminary 22.3 per-
cent and 20.7 percent annual returns, 
respectively, bolstered by strong stock 
markets and better results for private-

equity,  real- estate, 
and some natural-re-
sources assets—all im-
portant categories for 
Harvard’s portfolio 
managers.

at other schools 
The “Yale Tomorrow” 
campaign conclud-
ed on June 30, having 
raised $3.88 billion—
above both the initial 
$3-billion goal and a 
revised $3.5 billion tar-
get. Separately, Hen-
ry A. Kissinger ’50, 
Ph.D. ’54—the former 
U.S. secretary of state 
and winner of the No-
bel Peace Prize, who 
served on the Harvard 
faculty from 1954 to 
1971—donated his pa-

pers to Yale; the announcement noted 
that he has taught there, and that both 
his children attended Yale College.…
Duke and Stanford are both pursuing 
major investments in the humanities. The 
former received a $6-million grant from 
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation for 
“Humanities Writ Large,” a program in-
volving undergraduate research, inter-
disciplinary study, humanities “labs,” 
and new faculty appointments. Stanford 
is committing $4 million to scholarships 
for outstanding humanities doctoral can-
didates. Stanford has also created a “Fac-
ulty College” to develop innovative un-
dergraduate courses, with an emphasis 
on creative pedagogy. It continues to pur-
sue its application to build a science and 
technology campus in New York City, 
which has pledged prime public land and 
$100 million for infrastructure for the 
winning applicant.

nota Bene
A park for readinG. Patrons of the 
Allston-Honan branch of the Boston 

B r e v i a

In MId sUMMEr, as construction  
concluded on the Law school’s  
massive northwest Corner building 
(combining new classrooms, student 
organization and social space, and 
offices for myriad clinical programs), 
its Indiana limestone façade along 
Massachusetts avenue was lushly 
greened with plantings of honeylocust 
and gingko trees; lacecap hydran-
geas, pieris, enkianthus, daphne, and 
other shrubs; and bedded perennials 
including coreopsis, sedum, daylilies, 
anemones, and more: an invitation to 
passersby and scholars alike to come 
and admire the flowers, especially 
after the building’s dedication,  
scheduled for next april. 
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Public Library have a new place to read 
and relax. The 1.7-acre Library Park, part 
of Harvard’s package of investments in 
neighborhood amenities in an area where 
it hopes to develop new campus facilities 
(see page 96), was dedicated in early July, 
greening a former industrial site. 

Pharmaceutical partnerships. 
 Pfizer Inc. has established a Center 
for Therapeutic Innovation in Boston 
(complementing earlier centers estab-
lished in San Francisco and New York), 
intending to invest $100 million dur-
ing the next five years to pursue “trans-
lational” research with partners who 
may include scientists at the Medical 
School, the Harvard-affiliated Beth Is-
rael Deaconess Medical Center, Chil-
dren’s Hospital, and Partners Health-
Care, among other institutions. Future 
projects, overseen by a board of Pfizer 
and research-institution appointees, 
aim to put company and academic-
medical scientists side-by-side to ac-
celerate translation of basic science into 
possible therapies; Pfizer will have the 
first chance to license any discoveries. 

Miscellany. Gene Corbin, execu-
tive director of Phillips Brooks House 
Association for  the 
past eight years, re-
linquished that posi-
tion in August to be-
come assistant dean of 
student life for pub-
lic service, a new posi-
tion responsible for all 

public-service initia-
tives in the College.…
The Kennedy School’s 
George Borjas, Scriv-
ner professor of eco-
nomics and public 
policy, and George 
Washington Univer-
sity economist Bar-
ry R. Chiswick have 
won the 2011 Insti-
tute for the Study of 
Labor’s €50,000 prize 
in labor economics for 
2011, for their study 
of migration and its 
impact on labor mar-
kets and social se-
c u r i t y  s y s t e m s . …
The College has an-
nounced that it will 
switch to Google’s 
Gmail as the engine for undergraduate 
e-mail accounts; the schools of design, 
divinity, and education already use the 
Gmail service.…Rabbi Jonah C. Stein-
berg has been appointed executive di-
rector of Harvard Hillel, succeeding 
Bernard Steinberg (no relation).…Da-
vid Jones ’92, M.D. ’97, Ph.D. ’01—who 
has been, simultaneously, assistant pro-
fessor at MIT, a psychiatrist at Cam-
bridge Hospital, and a lecturer in so-
cial medicine at Harvard—has been 
appointed Ackerman professor of the 
culture of medicine, a new joint chair 
in the department of the history of sci-
ence and the Medical School’s depart-
ment of global health and social medi-

cine. The position 
expands research 
in the cultural, so-
cial, and ethical as-
pects of medicine.…
A hybrid birch tree 
planted between 
Thayer Hall and 
Memorial Church 
by the Dalai Lama 

and President Drew Faust during the for-
mer’s visit to the University on April 30, 
2009, did not survive last year’s severe 
New England winter; the Arnold Arbore-
tum, which bred the Asian-North Ameri-
can hybrid, has been asked to supply a re-
placement.…The School of Engineering 
and Applied Sciences has created a sec-
ondary field (a minor, in effect) in com-
putational science and engineering for its 
graduate students, in response to rising 
demand to apply advanced computational 
methods across many disciplines.…Seek-
ing to rein in technology spending, the 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences announced 
in late June that neither University nor 
faculty funds could be used to purchase 
tablets and associated data plans for staff 
use; faculty purchases remain eligible for 
funding.…Tiziana D’Angelo, a doctoral 
student in classical archaeology, has been 
awarded Phi Beta Kappa’s 2011 Sibley Fel-
lowship in Greek studies, which carries a 
$20,000 stipend. She has participated in 
the excavation at Sardis, in Turkey, and is 
writing a dissertation on polychrome fu-
nerary wall paintings.

JUsT aFTEr CoMMEnCEMEnT, the radcliffe Institute began 
renovating Fay house, its administrative offices. (staff have 
decamped to a cluster of Institute-owned offices up Concord 
avenue for the duration.) When the work is done, radcliffe will 
have modernized schlesinger Library, the former gym (now a 
conference center), and Byerly hall—where the Fellows have 
offices and shared meeting spaces. agassiz Theatre updates 
remain on tap.
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Gene Corbin

ProMIsInG PIPEs. Installation of Fisk opus 139, the new 
organ for Memorial Church, began with the first delivery 
of components in late June. although assembly will be 
completed by autumn, the “voicing” (tuning) of 3,000-plus 
pipes is expected to take several months. The new instru-
ment is scheduled to debut on Easter sunday. For more 
details, see harvardmag.com/fisk-opus.
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