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roTC after dadT
In the wake of the U.S. Senate’s vote on 
December 18 to end “don’t ask, don’t 
tell”—the policy that kept openly gay 
people from serving in 
the militar y—Presi-
dent Drew Faust issued 
a statement observing, 
“Because of today’s ac-
tion by the Senate, gay 
and lesbian Americans 
will now also have the 
right to pursue this hon-
orable calling, and we 
as a nation will have the 
benefit of their service,” 
consistent with her ear-
lier remarks on the is-
sue (see harvardmag.
com/rotc-revisited). As 
a result, she continued, 
“I look forward to pur-
suing discussions with military officials 
and others to achieve Harvard’s full and 
formal recognition of ROTC.” Most other 
universities that had refused to sanction 
ROTC officially while military policy 
conflicted with campus antidiscrimina-
tion policies also moved toward official 
recognition, either administratively or 
by faculty legislation; among them are 
Brown, Columbia, Stanford, and Yale. 

admissions angst
Harvard College received about 35,000 
applications for admission to the class 
of 2015, according to data released in mid 
January—a nearly 15 percent increase 
over the 30,489 applications received last 
year. With a targeted freshman class size 
of approximately 1,640, it is conceivable 
that the admissions rate (6.9 percent last 
year) will decrease to less than 6 per-
cent—a painful measure of the pressure 
facing applicants to the most competitive 
colleges and universities. Among other 
schools reporting, Brown received about 
31,000 applications (up about 3 percent); 
Columbia 34,587 (up 32 percent); and 
Stanford 34,200 (up about 7 percent).

higher-education update
Columbia University has won final ap-
peals concerning the use of eminent 
domain for the assembly of its 17-acre 
campus expansion in Harlem. The multi-

decade plan envisions new laboratories, 
education and arts facilities, and hous-
ing. Henry R. Kravis, the private-equity 
leader, pledged $100 million to the uni-
versity’s business school to support 
construction of its new facilities on the 
planned new campus. Having raised $3.9 
billion toward a $4-billion capital cam-
paign goal a year ahead of schedule, Co-
lumbia raised its sights to $5 billion and 
extended the effort two years, to 2013.…
Yale announced that it would under-
write the “New Haven Promise,” raising 

new funds (up to $4 million per year will 
be required) to pay public higher-edu-
cation costs for any local public-school 
student who meets academic, atten-

dance, and public-service 
standards. Yale is also 
exploring a joint ven-
ture with the National 
University of  Singa-
pore to establish a new 
residential liberal-arts 
college there.…The five-
year, $1.75-billion Aspire 
campaign at Princeton 
had raised $1.26 billion 
as of the end of Septem-
ber.…Cornell received an 
$80-million gift for a cen-
ter that will underwrite 
interdisciplinary research 
on sustainability, span-
ning 220 faculty mem-

bers and 55 academic departments. The 
gift, from Cornell alumnus David R. At-
kinson and his wife, Patricia Atkinson, 
is the largest from an individual to the 
Ithaca campus.…Stanford has dedicated 
a 200,000-square-foot stem-cell research 
building at its School of Medicine. The 
facility, underwritten with a $75-million 
gift and funding from the state’s regener-
ative-medicine institute, has space for 33 
research labs; it is described as the larg-
est of its kind in the country.

nota Bene
SoutH asia’s scHolarly status. The Fac-
ulty of Arts and Sciences on December 
7 unanimously approved a new iden-
tity for the former department of San-
skrit and Indian studies. Effective July 
1, it will be known as the department of 
South Asian Studies. The motion, pre-
sented by department chair Diana L. 
Eck, is more than terminological, she ex-
plained. The field at Harvard has grown 
from a single office in Widener Library 
and a focus on instruction in a few lan-
guages to burgeoning expertise in litera-
tures, culture, history, anthropological 
inquiry, and a still widening array of hu-
manities and social-science disciplines 
extending across the dynamic subcon-
tinent as a whole (see www.fas.harvard.
edu/~sanskrit for the detailed faculty and 
course listings).

B r e v i a

PUbLIc hEaLTh ProfEssor: Paul 
farmer, M.d. ’88, Ph.d. ’90, has been 
appointed the first Kolokotrones Uni-
versity Professor. he had been Presley 
professor and chair of the department 
of global health and social medicine at 
harvard Medical school and a professor 
in the department of global health and 
population at harvard school of Public 
health. farmer has worked on com-
munity strategies to deliver healthcare; 
health and human rights; and the role 
of social inequalities in determining 
disease and health outcomes. he is 
widely known as co-founder of Partners 
in health, which has been particularly 
involved in delivering care in rural haiti 
and in addressing aIds and tuberculosis 
among poor populations—work  
described in the bestselling book 
Mountains beyond Mountains, by Tracy 
Kidder ’67 (excerpted in these pages 
in november-december 2003). for a 
more detailed report, see harvardmag.
com/farmer-appointment. 
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J o h n  h a r v a r d ’ s  J o u r n a l

SHutterbug Honorand. The Office for 
the Arts has announced that photogra-
pher Susan Meiselas, Ed.M. ’71, will re-
ceive the Harvard Arts 
Medal during the annual 
Arts First Celebration 
(this year, April 28-May 
1). Meiselas, whose work 
has documented New 
England carnival strip-
pers, Nicaraguan San-
dinistas, and the Kurdish 
people (see Harvard Magazine’s November-
December 2010 profile, “A Lens on Histo-
ry”), will receive her honor from President 
Drew Faust on April 29 in a ceremony at 
the New College Theatre.

Professor summers. Upon completion 
of his service as director of the National 
Economic Council at year-end, Law-
rence H. Summers resumed his posi-
tion as Eliot University Professor, based 
at the Harvard Kennedy School (HKS), 
where he will also become co-director,  
with HKS executive dean John A. Haigh, 
of the Mossavar-Rahmani Center for 
Business and Government.

Ministering to tHe minister. The Rev-
erend Peter J. Gomes, 
Plummer professor of 
Christian morals and 
Pusey Minister in the 
Memorial Church, suf-
fered a heart attack and 
subsequent stroke in 
early December, and was 
being cared for at Mas-

sachusetts General Hospital and, subse-
quently, Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospi-
tal. The Church announced the Reverend 
Wendel W. Meyer had rejoined its staff 
as associate minister for administration 
to fill in during Gomes’s absence. Gomes 
is widely known for his benedictions at 
the Morning Exercises each Commence-
ment, where he reads a prayer that he had 
concealed in his cap.

Miscellany. Harvard Business School’s 
Coleman professor of financial manage-
ment Peter Tufano ’79, M.B.A. ’84, Ph.D. 
’89, will become dean of the University 
of Oxford’s Said Business 
School, effective July 1. 
Tufano’s research has 
focused on consumer be-
havior and the use of in-
centives and regulations 
to help unsophisticated 
investors and poor citi-
zens save safely and effectively (see “Save 
Yourself,” March-April 2009, page 8). He 
also conceived the new Harvard Innova-
tion Lab, in Allston, and is a member of 
the three-person Allston Work Team, 
seeking alternatives for development 
of Harvard-owned property there (see 
harvardmag.com/innovation-allston).…
Michael P. Burke, formerly HKS direc-
tor of admissions and registrar, has been 
appointed the new registrar for the Fac-
ulty of Arts and Sciences.…Trey Grayson 
’94, a two-term Kentucky secretary of 
state, has been appointed director of the 
Institute of Politics; the state’s term lim-
its prevented him from running again, 

and he was defeated in the Republican 
primary for Kentucky’s open U.S. Sen-
ate seat last year.…Knafel professor of 
music Thomas Forrest Kelly has been 
decorated as a Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts 
et des Lettres (Knight of the Order of Arts 
and Letters) of the French Republic, 
that nation’s highest recognition for sig-
nificant contributions to arts and litera-
ture.…Dennis M. Ritchie ’63, A.M. ’65, 
G ’68, who concentrated in physics and 
then switched to ap-
plied mathematics as a 
graduate student, was 
awarded the Japan Prize 
in January, along with 
Ken Thompson, with 
whom he developed the 
UNIX computer op-
erating system in 1969, 
when they were both researchers at Bell 
Labs.…Villa I Tatti has conferred the I 
Tatti Mongan Prize—for scholarship in 
Italian Renaissance and other arts—on 
Elizabeth Cropper, dean of the Center 
for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts at 
the National Gallery of Art. The prize is 
named in honor of the late Agnes Mon-
gan, curator of drawings and then direc-
tor of the Fogg Art Museum, and Eliza-
beth Mongan, a connoisseur and curator 
of prints.…Adam Wheeler, who notori-
ously forged his academic record to gain 
admission to the College and later pla-
giarized essays and used them to win 
prizes and research grants, in December 
pleaded guilty to 20 counts of larceny, 
identity fraud, and other charges. He was 
sentenced to 10 years of probation and 
ordered to make restitution of nearly 
$46,000 to the University; he must con-
tinue in psychological treatment. 

PUbLIshInG a nobELIsT. harvard  
University Press will publish the first  
English-language anthology of writings by 
the imprisoned winner of the 2010 nobel 
Peace Prize, the chinese democracy advo-
cate Liu Xiaobo. The collection, compiled 
by his wife, Liu Xia, herself under house 
arrest, and by Independent chinese PEn 
center president Tien-ch’i Liao, is scheduled 
for release in september. In the photo, the 
chairman of the norwegian nobel com-
mittee, Thorbjoern Jagland, sits next to the 
diploma and medal placed on the empty 
chair in oslo city hall december 10, 2010, 
to honor Liu Xiaobo in absentia during this 
year’s nobel Prize award ceremonies.

m
e

r
y

l
 l

e
v

in

susan  
Meiselas

t
r

a
c

y
 P

o
w

e
l

l

Peter Tufano

F
r

e
d

 F
ie

l
d

/h
a

r
v

a
r

d
 n

e
w

s
 o

F
F

ic
e

Peter J. 
Gomes

h
e

ik
o

 J
u

n
g

e
/a

s
s

o
c

ia
t

e
d

 P
r

e
s

s

c
o

u
r

t
e

s
y

 o
F

 d
e

n
n

is
 m

. r
it

c
h

ie

dennis M. 
ritchie




