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careers. “There is no wake-up call more 
effective than 25 convicts in matching 
uniforms coming at you first thing in the 
morning,” Steinberg writes. “The chaos 
begins right away.”

The library is also a hidey-hole, a place 
where inmates can sneak into the stacks 
to engage in illicit activities: hatching 
plans, or passing notes. Such “kites”—let-
ters filled with love promises, soap-opera-
worthy jealousies, and not a few erotic 
poems—are usually passed between men 
and women (who live in sex-segregated 
prison quarters and must use the library 

separately) inside books in the stacks. 
These notes are contraband, as are any 
weapons made from hard-bound books, 
such as knives, mallets, or simply blunt in-
struments. Also banned in cell blocks are 
pens, tape dispensers, CDs and DVDs, pa-
per clips and staples. Magazines, though 
not banned, have been known to be rolled 
up tight with duct tape—to become fear-
some billy clubs. 

Inmates were intrigued by two of the 
most famous Boston prisoners who edu-
cated themselves while incarcerated, 
Malcolm X and gangster Whitey Bulger, 

according to Steinberg. “For each person 
seeking spiritual guidance or the devel-
opment of a political conscience, like 
Malcolm, there was a cold materialist, 
studying how to employ violence more ef-
ficiently…Just like Whitey,” he writes. The 
library is not allowed to carry the most-
requested book: Robert Green’s The 48 Laws 
of Power, an update on Machiavelli’s The 
Prince, made famous on the streets by rap-
per Tupac “Makaveli” Shakur. Steinberg 
found the laws a bit unnerving: “Strike the 
shepherd and the sheep will scatter”; “Get 
others to do the work for you, but always 
take the credit”; “Use selective honesty 
and generosity to disarm your victim”; and 
“Despise the free lunch.” 

Faith and religion led to perhaps the 
richest conversations and debates at the 
library. Inmates were fascinated by Stein-
berg’s background and by Hasidism, 
which Steinberg (no longer fully obser-
vant) came to see as not dissimilar to the 
street gangs that shape many prisoners’ 
lives. “In their minds, Hasidism embodied 
the ideals of thug life,” he writes: “a repu-
tation of viewing the world as us-versus-
them, and running their businesses and 
community institutions without any re-
gard for a system of law imposed by out-
siders, persecutors of their community. 
And what’s more, they did it in style. They 
dressed their own way, talked their own 
way, walked their own way.” 

Steinberg found the best approach to 
inmates was to ask the simplest question: 
“What are you looking for?” Many sought 
what was elusive: finding peace with 
themselves. Despite repeated warnings, 
those were the people Steinberg drew 
close to. This caused him no end of worry 
about the boundaries between prisoner 
and jailer, but also honed his conscience—
and spurred a maturity—in a way he 
never could have done by himself in the 
library of the yeshiva, or even at Harvard. 

“It takes a lot of courage to be kind to 
anyone in prison,” he says. “Kindness 
was literally outlawed.” Strict bureau-
cratic rules applied, as did an unwritten 
“us versus them” mentality; nobody was 
explicitly trusted, no one was a “friend.” 
Policies precluded staff from “sharing any 
item, no matter how small, with an in-
mate,” Steinberg writes. “This was what 
made the prison library—a lending library 
after all—such a radical concept.” And 
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Crimson in Congress 
The Republican resurgence of 2010 
decreased alumni ranks—defined for 
this exercise as graduates of or matricu-
lants in a degree program at the Univer-
sity—overall on Capitol Hill. Two years 
ago, 38 Harvardians took their seats 
in the 111th Congress;  Al Franken ’73 
later boosted that number to 39, until 
the death of Edward Kennedy ’54, LL.D. 
’08, in 2009. In the 112th Congress, the 
likely total at press time appears to be 
31, reflecting a net gain of one for the 
Republicans, a net loss of eight for their 
rivals. Representative Jane Harman, J.D. 
’69, Democrat of California, remains the 
only woman in the group.

In the Senate, the Harvard contin-
gent added both a Democrat, Richard 
Blumenthal ’67 of Connecticut, and a 
Republican, former congressman Pat 
Toomey ’84 of Pennsylvania. Incumbent 
Democrat Russ Feingold, J.D. ’79, of 
Wisconsin lost his reelection bid, while 
Republicans Michael Crapo, J.D. ’77, of 
Idaho and David Vitter ’83 of Louisiana 
won theirs.

In the House, Republican Thomas Pe-
tri ’62, LL.B. ’65, of Wisconsin, remains 
the sole member of his party to have 
graduated from Harvard. Randy Altschul-
er, M.B.A. ’98, of New York, came close 
to joining him, but ultimately conceded 
on December 8, losing by 263 votes out 
of more than 194,000 cast.

On the Democratic side of the aisle, 
Artur Davis ’90, J.D. ’93, of Alabama, 
withdrew to mount a failed gubernato-
rial bid, and Joseph A. Sestak Jr., M.P.A. 
’80, K ’82, Ph.D. ’84, of Pennsylvania, ran 
for the Senate but lost to Pat Toomey. 

Meanwhile five alumni first elected in 
2008—John Adler ’81, J.D. ’84, of New 
Jersey; Bill Foster, Ph.D. ’83, of Illinois; 
Alan M. Grayson ’78, M.P.P. -J.D. ’83, G 
’87, of Florida; Dan Maffei, M.P.P. ’95, of 
New York; and Walter C. Minnick, M.B.A. 
’66, J.D. ’69, of Idaho—lost their seats, as 
did House veteran Chet Edwards, M.B.A. 
’81, of Texas.

The line-up at press time (asterisks 
mark newcomers):

Senate Republicans: Michael D. 
Crapo, J.D. ’77 (Id.); *Pat Toomey ’84 
(Pa.); David Vitter ’83 (La.).

Senate Democrats: Jeff Bingaman 
’65 (N.M.); *Richard Blumenthal ’67 
(Conn.); Al Franken ’73 (Minn.); Herbert 
H. Kohl, M.B.A. ’58 (Wisc.); Carl Levin, 
LL.B. ’59 (Mich.); John F. (Jack) Reed, 
M.P.P. ’73, J.D. ’82 (R.I.); John D. Rocke-
feller IV ’58 (W.Va.); Charles E. Schumer 
’71, J.D. ’74 (N.Y.); Mark R. Warner, J.D. 
’80 (Va.).

House Republican: Thomas E. Petri 
’62, LL.B. ’65 (Wisc.).

House Democrats: John Barrow, 
J.D. ’79 (Ga.); Gerry Con nolly, M.P.A. ’79 
(Va.); James H. Cooper, J.D. ’80 (Tenn.); 
Barney Frank ’61, G ’62-’68, J.D. ’77 
(Mass.); Jane Harman, J.D. ’69 (Calif.); Bri-
an Higgins, M.P.A. ’96 (N.Y.); Jim Himes 
’88 (Conn.); Ron Kind ’85 (Wisc.); James 
R. Langevin, M.P.A. ’94 (R.I.); Sander M. 
Levin, LL.B. ’57 (Mich.); Stephen F. Lynch, 
M.P.A. ’99 (Mass.); James D. Matheson ’82 
(Utah); John P. Sarbanes, J.D. ’88 (Md.); 
Adam B. Schiff, J.D. ’85 (Calif.); Robert C. 
Scott ’69 (Va.); Bradley J. Sherman, J.D. 
’79 (Calif.); Christopher Van Hollen Jr., 
M.P.P. ’85 (Md.); David Wu, M ’81 (Ore.).
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