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sharing their time and talents, especially 
those who interviewed a record number 
(30,000) of College applicants. Rothenberg 
de-emphasized the sometimes competitive 
atmosphere attending the announcement 
of individual class gifts, saying only that 

the class of 1975 had broken the record for 
thirty-fifth reunion giving by contributing 
more than $31 million and that the senior 
class had raised a record-breaking amount 
thanks to its 80 percent participation rate. 
He also noted that the Harvard College 

Fund had met its goal of $40 million in 
immediate-use gifts for the year, ensuring 
continued resources for financial aid, cur-
ricular support, and research. “We are at 
the target,” he said, “and hope to get a new 
bar for June 30.”

The GSaS Centennial medalists
The Graduate school of Arts and Sciences Cen-
tennial Medal, first awarded in 1989 on the occa-
sion of the school’s hundredth anniversary, honors 
alumni who have made contributions to society that 
emerged from their graduate study at Harvard. This 
year’s honorands are (from left): stephen Fischer-
Galati ’46, Ph.D. ’49, a specialist in East European 
history and civilization and a professor emeritus at 
the University of Colorado; economist and 2007 
Nobel laureate eric maskin ’72, Ph.D. ’76, of the In-
stitute for Advanced Study; classical philologist mar-
tha nussbaum, Ph.D. ’75, professor of law and eth-
ics at the University of Chicago (see “Education for 
the Soul,” page 16); and Shakespeare scholar david 
Bevington ’52, Ph.D. ’59, a professor emeritus at the 
University of Chicago. For more about the medalists, 
visit harvardmag.com/2010-centennial-medalists.

The Senior members

The oldest graduates of Harvard and Radc-
liffe present on Commencement day were rose 
downes arnold ’36, 90, of Arlington, Massachu-
setts, and George Barner ’29, Ed. ’32, L ’33, 101, 
of Kennebunk, Maine. Both were recognized at 
the afternoon ceremony by HAA president Teres-
ita Alvarez-Bjelland ’76, M.B.A. ’79. Arnold was 
accompanied by her brother, J. Edward Downes 
’35, of Weston, Massachusetts. In chatting about 
the days when they and their two siblings, Thom-
as Downes ’34 and Philip Downes ’40, now de-
ceased, attended Radcliffe and Harvard, they 
recalled that tuition was $400 per year. Even so, 
they reported, a fair number of their classmates 
had to drop out because of financial hardships 
during the Great Depression. “It was terrible,” 
Edward Downes noted. “There was no help at all 
with tuition—or anything.” A generation earlier, 
their mother had been accepted at Radcliffe, but 
chose to attend Boston University instead because it was $25 
cheaper than Radcliffe’s annual tuition of $150. “Her family just 
did not have the extra $25,” Rose Arnold reported. “That’s what 
times were like.”

According to University records, the oldest alumni include: 
m. louise macnair ’25, 107, of Cambridge; halford J. Pope 
’25, M.B.A. ’27, 106, of Hilton Head, South Carolina; rose de-

poyan ’26, 104, of Brockton, Massachusetts; edith m. van saun 
’29, 103, of Sykesville, Maryland; Priscilla Bartol Grace ’58, 103, 
of Woods Hole, Massachusetts; George h. o’sullivan ’30, 102, 
of Wellesley Hills, Massachusetts; J. mack swigert ’30, 102, of 
Cincinnati; ruth leavitt Fergenson ’28, 102, of Rockville, Mary-
land; mary horgan spicer ’30, 102, of Grafton, Massachusetts; 
and dorothy P. Collins ’30, 102, of Hyde Park, Massachusetts. 
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