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and Broad experiences, reinforce the sci-
entific expertise available on the Corpo-
ration in a challenging era for sustaining 
such research.

Finally, there is the fact of geography. 
“I’ve just been around Boston and Cam-
bridge,” he said—a useful vantage point 
from which to observe and drop in on 
campus, something that only he and Presi-
dent Faust among current Corporation 
members are in a position to do readily. 
“You just hear things.” Lee rattled off Har-
vard sporting events he regularly attends, 
a recent lecture by HMS and Harvard 
School of Public Health professor Atul 
Gawande he took in, his appointments 
with deans and professors and administra-
tors, his plans to affiliate with Eliot House 
and dine with students.

Through all his Harvard involvements, 
Lee said, he has taken deeply to heart a 
view of its “fundamental mission of re-
search and education for extraordinary 
young people who come every year.” On 
behalf of that mission, he was encouraged 
that during the presidential search, under 
“challenging circumstances,” the govern-
ing boards “performed pretty well” and 
with appropriate innovations: forming 
the first faculty advisory committee (“an 
extraordinarily good experience”) and 
student advisory committee, and making 
concerted efforts to reach out to solicit 
ideas and air concerns.

The leadership transitions and more re-
cent financial pressures, Lee said, “cause 
people to cast a questioning eye on the 
quality of governance. The Corporation 
knows that. I know that.” Some of those 
questions are fundamental: “For a $3-bil-
lion enterprise that has all the complexi-
ties of Harvard, can a six-person corpo-
ration ever be sufficient to tackle all the 
tasks it has?” Issues like these are being 
examined now, he said—“a good thing.” 
And to assure a robust, dynamic future 
for Harvard, he envisioned the Corpora-
tion pursuing an “ongoing process of self-
reflection and self-education,” enriched by 
outside perspectives on how the Univer-
sity could best move forward.

On a purely personal level, Lee is grati-
fied that his new Harvard service will not 
be as confining as his stint on the Board of 
Overseers. Under an 1846 statute, election 
as an Overseer forced him to quit teaching 
at the law school; Corporation members 
suffer no such constraint.

H a r v a r d  p o r T r a i T

In 1978, tennis sensation Tracy Austin had made her first name a hot property—
thus, Frank and Tina Sloan Green named their new daughter Traci. But even though 
Frank played high-school football and ran track in college, and Tina, who’s in the Na-
tional Lacrosse Hall of Fame, coached three Temple squads to NCAA titles, they 
hardly expected her to play tennis, let alone make the U.S. junior team or become 
Harvard’s head women’s tennis coach. Traci attended the Friends Select School in 
Philadelphia (“I was one of the fastest kids in my class through seventh grade”); two 
years after learning tennis, she was top-ranked in her region. Arthur Ashe invited her 
to his camps and clinics in Florida; in the evenings, he “talked life skills with us,” Green 
recalls. “He had us solving ancient Mayan puzzles; he really thought outside the box.” 
Green won a full tennis scholarship to the University of Florida, which she likens to 
being “thrown onto a conveyor belt—our sole job was to win the NCAA title.” They 
did, in her sophomore year. An unconventional, all-court player, she ranked as high 
as fifth nationally in doubles, and won sportsmanship awards. “I’m a calm person,” 
she says. “You couldn’t tell whether I was winning or losing by looking at me.” Green 
coached at Temple herself for three years while earning a master’s in sports adminis-
tration before coming to Harvard in 2007, where her team shared the 2009 Ivy title. 
The Ivy emphasis on academics was “very appealing,” she says. “I’ve never been a win-
at-all-costs type person.” She loves Philadelphia’s pro teams and has been to the last 
two World Series. And she has just taken up squash. “It’s fun,” she says. “I’m terrible!”
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