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window. In another 
home, where one ex-
terior kitchen wall 
faced the sheer brick 
façade of an adjacent 
building just three 
feet away, he again used windows with 
frosted glass to block the view while ad-
mitting light. 

Allen grew up on a former chicken farm 
in Washington state; he learned his craft 
by constructing additional bedrooms in 

the basement of his family’s home, using 
materials scavenged from the main chick-
en-coop building. His trip to Cambridge 
as a Harvard freshman marked his first 
time east of the Mississippi. He took up 
social work after college, while support-

A granite-lined window 
well at the headquar-
ters of Charlie Allen 
Restorations Inc. uses 
frosted glass pavers 
in the sidewalk to 
brighten a basement 
hallway.

Winthrop thies would like both the 
name of the U.S. Supreme Court justice 
who wrote, “Wisdom is so rare an attri-
bute that it were better it come late than 
not at all” (or words very similar) in an 
opinion from, he thinks, the mid 1930s, 
and the name of the case being decided, 
which involved the federal estate tax.

Bernard Levine seeks the exact word-
ing, context, and source for a remark at-
tributed to François-René de Chateau-
briand: “A nation can have a constitution 
or it can have a bureaucracy. It cannot 
have both.”

Benjamin Karney requests the source 
of a quotation (frequently attributed on 
the Internet to Albert Einstein) about 
men’s and women’s expectations for each 
other in marriage: “Women marry men 
hoping they will change. Men marry wom-
en hoping they will not. So each is inevi-
tably disappointed.” He has yet to find a 
precise citation, although he has seen sim-
ilar statements attributed to others, for 
example: “Women hope men will change 
after marriage but they don’t; men hope 
women won’t change but they do,” from 
Bettina Arndt, Private Lives (1986).

“I have spent sleepless nights that 
others might rest” (November-De-
cember 2009). Michael Comenetz pro-
vided a very different interpretation of 
the possible meaning of the original as-
sertion by forwarding lines 93-94 from 
Book I of Alexander Pope’s The Dunciad: 
“While pensive Poets painful vigils keep,/
Sleepless themselves to give their read-
ers sleep.”

“You tell me I am wrong” (May-June). 
Ralph Gallagher was first to identify the 
opening lines of D.H. Lawrence’s poem 
“Pomegranate” (the second line runs, 
correctly, “Who are you, who is anybody 
to tell me I am wrong?”), later published 
in his book Birds, Beasts, and Flowers. Dan 
Rosenberg, citing details from A Bibliogra-
phy of D.H. Lawrence, by Warren Roberts 
and Paul Poplawski, reported that the 
poem, which was written near Florence 
in 1920, was originally published in the 
literary magazine The Dial (70: 317-318) 
in March 1921.

Send inquiries and answers to “Chapter 
and Verse,” Harvard Magazine, 7 Ware 
Street, Cambridge 02138, or via e-mail 
to chapterandverse@harvardmag.com.
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